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The Printer to the Reader. | 


He —_—_ bereof intending whilft be Cy x 
ſoner in Newgate, that this Epiſile ſhould be com- + 
witted to any one, = would boneftly and conſcienti= |" 
ouſly undertake the Publication thereof ; it came a © 
while after the date, to my hands, But, finding it 
not. amthoriz.ed to be imprinted, I was for a time, 
fearful to makg an Impreſſion thereof : yet, baving 
ſeriouſly peruſed it, I thought the ſame ſo pertinent to 
GOD": Glory and the preſent condition of theſe Na» 
tions, Pet to permit ſuth neceſſary Precautions, Foxe- 
warnings and Exhortations to be ſmothered, that 1 
have adventured upon what ſuch a ſceming Tranſ 
gre ſſion may maks me liable nnts ; hoping ( there be- 
= ang no prohibition to the contrary) the pxblick benefit 
will more than recompence the Offence, if it ſhall be 
offenſive to any, in regard I bave done it conſcienti- 
ouſly, and not in contempt of Orders,which are other- 
while (by ingogitanty or caſualty) obſtruftive to their 
own. good intentions by whom they are made. Let 
therefore the Approvableneſs of the matter, and my - 
well-meaning, excuſe me ; and let us make ſuch good 4 
wſe thereof, that we may be all the more excuſuble 
194 O D and men. This 6 all I bave to ſay, but, 
I: rhat it was not my fault it could not be finiſhed as the 
'Preſs until this third day of May, 1662, being Jong 
time sfter the date of the Epiſtle, So Farewel,? 


- 
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© This for a Poſtſcript hereunto I'le add, 
Which from the Awuther,by report, I've had, 7 4 
He that thi Book , by parcels de þ parſe,: : 114 
Ma bub the Amthor and bimſeif abuſe. - 
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= © In the way of this Addreſs to bis own Country-' 
men, the Author humbly tenders thus following 
Epigram , To the Paſtors, Elders, and other 
Members, of the Freach and Dutch Congrega- 
tiong, inbabiting within the Iſlands of Great 
Britain, | 


Have bur ſeen your Countries, ( not yet known 
Their Conftiznrion, as I do mine own ) 
And, therefore juſily cannot to your Nations, 
As 1 might unto theſe, make Applications, 
Bur, they and we have been profeſſed One 
In Faith and Chriſtian Love, ſome years now gone ; 
And, I ſhall do the belt of my endeavour, 
Thac ſo'again it may be, and for ever. 
The Jewiſh Prophets very often hinted, 
What, being heeded well, might have prevented © \ | 
The Judgments, afterward, inflited on 
Expt, Damaſcus, Tyre, and Babylox, 
With other Neighbouring Ngtions : So might I, 
Had I the ſelf-ſame gift of Prophecy, 
Prelage to you, what darkly 1 foreſee 
Their Zoe, in probability, will be, 
When we have drawn forth our, unleſs with heed 
They ſeek how to avert what may ſucceed, 
And proſecute, what Prudence doth require, 
, When men behold their Neighbours houſe on fire, 
Your Conntries may perhaps, diſcern by this, 
Some things that are among themſelves amils ; 
And by the Conftell/ations in our ſphear, 
What Exhalations are engendring there. 
If you ſo think, and ſhall it not concern, 
Let ic communicated be to them; 


For, 


For, whatſoere I cicher ſeem, ar am, 
From whom, to you, thele Premonitronr came, 


They may be of cancernmens, and are feot 

In hearcy Love, aod with a good integc. 

It you with Love vouchſate them good regard 

I have my whole aim, and a full reward, 
The lev'ral Charches and the ſev'ral States 

Of Proteſtants, will have the ſelf. ſame Fates 

Througholy all Exrope,with (mall difterence, 

Unleſs, theyin another mode commence, 

Than yet rhey do ;. and ſenſible become 

Of that, . which chey are lately fallen from + 

For, ſelf love, and negleing of exch other, 


Will fagh 


ruine all, or, altogether, 


I ſomewhat have to unter, (if GOD ſhall 
Enable me) to thoſe without our Pale : 
Bur, they ſo wholly ſeem to - have forgot 
Picdmonts late Cale, and Germany's lad Lot, 
That they muſt ſee a Storm again appear, 
Before ought can be ſpoke, that chey will hear. 
Our Coroſeves ( if ev's we ſhall be fo ) 
Have made us fit, that Plasſters may unto 
Our Ulcers be apply'd. They ſmart and prick ; 
I therefore am become an Emperick, 
And, this Catholicon (3s ir befalls ) 
Was preſſed from between the Priſon walls, 
Which is not only ar this time a Dex 
Of Thieves, but alſo, cram'd wich hoveſt men, 


Newgate, 
March 8, 
1662, 


Your Servant in the Loye 
__ of Chrift Jeſus, 


George Wither- 
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PARALELLOGRAMMATON. 


An Epiſtle Exhortatory and Premonitory to all 
the Nations in the three Krngdoms of Eng- 
land, Sgotland, and Ireland, with the Do- 
minions and Territories to therh belong- 
ing, 

The Muſes lavgnage ſuits with few of thoſe 

Who moſt need thus ; I therefore now tm Proſe 
Expreſs my mind, My Pen, LORD, s direR, 
That what I write may have ſome good effeA, 


EORGE WIT HER, an unworthy Servant 

of Jeſus Chriſt and of all his Servants, 

( called through that Annointiog of the 

boly Spirit, whereby every true Profeſſor 

of Chriſttan;ty is qualified for the work of his Genera- 
tion) wiſheth Grace and Peace in the ſame Chriſt Je- 
ſ#s, to all the Inhabitants-of England,” Scotland and 
Freland, with the Colonzes and Territories to them 


TTY Providence, dearly beloved Brethren, 


hath fo diſpoſed of me, that I have neicher C:v4/ nor 
Martial ply; as heretofore ; nor Parochial, 
Congregational, or Occonomical charge incumbener 
upon.me, or ſo. much as any certain place of Refi. 
dence upon Earth, (except # Priſon) confining me to a 
local or particular duty relating to others ; nor Eftate 
or Afﬀairs in the world to intangle me : Therefore, 
_ a Freeman in the Spirit, though in corporeal 
Bands for diſcharging my Conſcience, and obeying 
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G O'D rather that Men z (and left ar large in reſpeR 
of other obligations) 1 conceive my ſelf bound to'be. 
ſtow the lucle remainder of my life in ſome Natronal 
Services, whereby GOD may be glorified, my Bres 
thren edified, and my Country preſerved from Defirus 
Aion. 1 am not alcogerher uaknown unto you: For, I 
undertook long fince, to be. a Remembrancey to theſe 
Ifſhads of Great Britain, with a Reſolution to execute 
that Office, whillt I lived,as juſt occaſions and opportus 
nicies ſhould from time to time be offered, ſo far forth 
as GOD ſhall give me Grace, And I do now by 
this Premonitory and Exhortatory Epiſtle, exhibire to 
your ſerious conſiderations, that which Providence 
hath lately oftered unto mine , preaching in my Lay 
mode, the DoQtrine of Repentance, Which is to us 88 
neceflary to prepare the way of our LORD Chriſt 
at this near approach of his ſecond Coming, as it was 


F in that Generarzon- whereto it was preached by Jobs 


the Bapti(t at his fr ft Coming in the fleſh.” That Pres 
monirer Was ſingle in his work, being thereto excraor- 
dinarily defgned and qualified: I am but one-among 
many, thereto fitred in ſome degree by GOD's or. 
dinary diſpenfations : Nevertheleſs, by a Medinm, 
having an Allufion to his imitation, though much dif- 
tering from it: For,as he was prepared far his work in 
that Generation, by returning from converfing among 
men, into a delolate place or Wilderneſs; fo, I have 
been prepared for that which I have to do, by con« 
verfing among men in the world ; And,as he finiſhed 
his Lefe and Teftimony againſt the corruption of his 
Generation in a Priſon, ſo peradvyenture muſt I ; yea, 
without peradventure, if G O D himlelf prevents ic 
not, With whoſe good pleaſure I ſhall be well plea- 
ſed, Sufter me therefore wich your patience to proſe- 
Cute 


($) 


WE ) , | 4 | , 
cute my work, and let ic not be ſuppoſed that T have 


herein aRed without Commſſier © nor let this Allu- 


fioa to Fobn Bapeift, be mifconfirued, as if I thereby * 


arrogared ot ſought to infinnate an opinion that F am 
ſomewhat marechan 1 am ; 'tor, conceive my felf ro 
be one of the leafFin ihe Kingdom of Heaven, and to 
be by the Grace: of G O'D ondy that which 1 am, 
baving neither Mrfſion nor Conmrſſion, - but that of 
GOD's Word and Sprrit, whereby every trac Servant 
of his is qualihed, called, and awthorized, to profecme 
the particular Services, whereto he is appoimed ir! his 
Time and Place. | 

+ During five or fix eminem Pablick, Changes for 1- 
beut frxcy years together, | have had place, means 
and oppotmuoity (otherwhile as # private, and ſorne- 
Games 2s a prrblick. perſon) 1H be an occular of a eat. 
witneſs. of nazny of the moſt fg val tranſations int theſe 
dice Nations; reading totheir geticral well or #ll be. 
ing; and was alfo 2 dihgent Obſerver (fomewhar 
ſooner-than molt ocher men of my years) of the Peo- 
ples Manners in private, aſwel} concerniag G O D as 
Men, even in-perfors of all Degrees and Profeſfions 
from che higheſt to the Jowelt inclufively ; 2s may 
pattly appear, by chofe Obſervations, Orbatrons, and 
Reproofs,vnch | have hevecofore pub liſhed from cime 
rotime ; and.for-which I began to fuffer,zs F now do, 
night fifry years: pat. Bac, my Endeavours having had 
latle good effect hitherto, noewithſtanding the various 
and manifold inter-cb of Jadgmenrs and Mer 
cas, Wherewithal G OÞ ht provoked us, (nor by 
the frequent Applications which his Af-rſtery have 
made of thern, as occakons/were offered) F not think- 
ing my feif. diſc barged from what I underrovk, am 
willing to adventure che Joſs-of more labour to pen 


— 


if it-be poſſible) that which, I feag way caſye.; And _ 
- that-end ary induced to add dig Expeſet Ea 
and believing, that ſome of this Genezation will *be 
hereby. awakened aye, of cheir ſeguzity, When, they 
have herewithal goolidered in how many cyident Par- 
ciculars, GOD hath verited my Preſages to thels Na- 
tions, lacely 2nd long ago publiſhed, when chere was 
lictle' fear of ſuch Eyents, The Gezerality, in my p- 
prehenſton,is more infatuated and much more WEL 
than whea I firſt rook notice of the world, and (q in- 
ſnarled wich all manner of Conffions in things borh 


- Divine and C;vil, that, unleſs we ſpeedily and-more 


ftreayouſly rerura ro G O D by Repentance, Faub 
and Prayer, that we may be diſcarangled, all the great 
hopes of che Temporal Proſpericy, which.is by tome 
lately conceived, will quite fail them,agd all the ſeyere 
Tudgments heretofore inflicted upon qur true Types, 
Fudah and Iſrael, will be ſhortly executed upon us, 
I heartily pray we may eſcape them, and to that ig. 
tent, forewara you by theſe Preſents, before it is too 
late ; Not being thereto moved by ſuch Phanatict 
Impulſes, as thole are by ſome judged to be, whereby 


 GOD-hathenclined many of his Servants (on whom 


you impoſe contemptible names ) in various Modes, 
to awaken you out of your dreams and ſecurity : Bur, 
I have atrempted it, upon thoſe Aotrver, whereby 
they and I have heen warraktably proyoked to be 
Remembrancers for your weal and atety, though ma- 
ligned and perſecuted for our good will : and that 
which inclined me to write unto you in this manner, 
was thus occaſioned. 

I lately makiog uſe of my ordinary Contemplative 
ObjeR, the written Word of G O D,che becter to pre- 
ſerye wy Fauh and Dependarce 1a (ard upon him ia 

B thele 


"theſe ny Bide and baving in particular refreſhed 
- - my memory 'with what the Prophets left recorded 
touching the Prevarications of che Children of 1ſ-acl, 
and the Inhabicants of Judah and Fernſalem,on whom 
the Judgments fore-declared were afterward infll Red 
for their obſtinare impenitence ; I perceived them ro 
be fo like us, and we ſo like them, both in our tranſ. 
greſſions and wilfulneſs, thac the Contemplation there 
of moved me to make this Premonitory Addreſs ; and * 
co prefate it with ſuch Preoccupations as I thought 
needful ; and a brief Recapitulation of thoſe Omitzons 
and Commitions, Wherewith I tound the Fews to have 
been charged by their own Prophets : hoping, the 
Exemplification of ſuch Premonitions, ſo authorized, 
and having ſuch notorious Evencs, ſhall fo prevail, - 
that when you have obſerved, what they did, what 
you bave done, (and find it teltified by your own 
Conſciences, how you parallel them in the ſame and 
the like fins) you will not be fo lupid, as to think, if 

ou continue 1n them, that you can poſſibly eſcape the 
[ike Judgements ; "in regard, as the Crimes are the 
ſame, or <£quiyolenr, ſo, you have the ſame Accuſers, 
and the ſame Judge, with not a few Witneſſes and 
Agoravations of your Guiltinels, Reade, hear and 
heed cthen,what Impeachments the Prophers of GOD 
have in ſeveral times drawn up againlt his own choſen 
People, with what was threatned and befel them af.. 
terward, for their perverſneſs and impeantency, 

p 
© The Prophet [ſziab perſonates the LORD, accu- 
* fing them to be, Rebellrous Children, an 1g norant mm- 
© confiderate People, laden with iniquity; A ſeed of 
* ext] doers. corrupting each other, perverſe in their 
* wajes to th: provoking of bis Anger and ſtill more 


and 


Y 


IT) | I) 
$ and more a aMetes their frequent 
«© correttions and fatherly admonitions. That,they were 
c head-ſfick. beart-fick, and nnſound in every part from 
6 bead to fact, T hat, nothing would work, upon them 
to amendment : inſomauch, that but for 4 Remnant, 
« which he had preſerved among them, they had been 
© like Sodotn avd Gomorrah. The ſaid Prophet te- 


« © ſlifies, that they had made rheir Worſhip of G © D, 


© their Sacrifices, and all their outward ſervices of 


oO 


© 16 be 44 abominable, or ai lutle regarded, as thoſe 


Pigenes thoſe whith be himſelf had commanded) 
k 


* which he required not at their hayds, That, their 


© Princes and Judges were rebellious, the companions 
© of Robbers ; lovers of Bribes, and Oppreſſors of the 
© Poor, the Fatherleſs and Widows, Thar, they pol- 
* luted themſelves with bloody defilemems-, were 
© exilty of 4 whoriſh unfaithfalneſs to GOD, were 
v covetolu and cruel to Men ; Truſters to Vanities 
© and Lyes ;\ wicked in their Imaginations and Pra- 
© Hlices.;, and that by their manifold Tranſqreſſions 
© they had made a ſeparation between GOD aud them. 
© 1fa.C6,1, he upbraids chem, with following the, vain 
© cuſtors. aud faſhions of other Nations ; with mule. 
« plying (their Miligia) their Gariſons, *and with their 
6 greſs [dolatries. Chap,2, be teproves them far rheir 
© baxty looks, for the iniquity of ther wartlt & aftions, 
* for their impudence. in finning ; for the inſolency of 
* their Children,and for the imperiexſneſs of their Wa- 
* we, upon whole perulancies he much infifhng, rec. 
* koos up. at lealt rweaty of theirfeiminihe Gewgaws 


* and Baubles, fuch as with us art mulciplied inco.al- 


c molt eweaty crimes as many ; © not omicging, tPegr 


c diſcoyer'd necks, their, waxdring eyes, their affeftcd 


* gefturgs or paces, ner the tingling of their ſhooes or 
B 2 = ppers ; 


# | 12) # 

4 t /l;ppe rs ; as if Tach I in their Womieti Wwerk 
&o {4 a fign to other Natiotis id after Ages, that fore 
f defirudtive Change, Was approaching ufito- thern, 

© whoſe Women were become extravrqinatily Amnb- 

7 nem. and, ,addited to new fansles., Chap. 3. "he 

rands the, with bringing forth Oppreſſion, 'whts 
r Righteouſneſs WAYS EX #7. with tht fin bf lepopr- 
- lation, by lazing H *p fo Houſe, and Lay to Vad 
* mari there was nq place left for thr poor; with their 
* early ri/s, 4 tobe drunk. and canning at "the'Wine 
all night ; with exceſs in F caſtings and Mnfth in 
©e:mes of g entral Calamity, without confierng the 
* neceſſities Le efficitiovs of '& O'P's Ptoyite, or what 
< be had done fo or thers ; he rep pa cheth; for their 
C | (offi "g Tots bring the orks arid Commnſels 
= the ng One s Jhing racl ; for. cally d, W 
+ and $3 5EFg for pitt yt "You be: "and 
*by ht for d TY 5: for Brew dwn Gon. 
« pe only, = Wo: ho Gs Ie As nd" con. 
: ing tbe] -[nnocent, hap 5 ”Ne blanjes them, 
- © for not OE to GOD OPY oy rhew, 
Eh, inpepchy er Printes and " Prophers; or 1ead. 
be People to frees, chap. 9« He impraches 
PE. os ad Watch men [4 odd. viltepeſs and 
E;. Y War ance, prone them \ es 4, trpy; nd damb 
T42 hunting after Set Dd rhe 
ood, ſtrong drink, chin 4 oyes their 
*negleft of "Infice ap and . Wo; Fhelr 1 6+ 
© Faffs, 4nd, meer formal fat ions. 
«He char 1 bn iy: FT, "g ani, #3, 


chap. 59. 0 4s Fats oe es et Caen 2nd 
where. 
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| 13 
6 wherefore was it A bur for our warning and 
* inftruQion ? . 
{ The Prophet Jeremy adding his Telimony, wits 
* neſſeth their /ngratiinde, A poſtacies and Oppreſſions. 
* Chap.'2, Mentions therr ſortsſh nnaptneſs ts every 
© gooll aft, and their proneneſs to thas which s evil. 
© Chap. 4- Accules chem particularly, of Perjury, of 
* [weaving by falſe Gods, of Formications, Adwulteries, 
© 2nd aſſembling by troops/4n Brotbel-bonſes ; and eec> 
F preſſes the braifonaſ, of their luſts, by neighing aſter 
* their Neighbours Wives, like full-fed | horſes. He 
© brands chem,as {fa did, for being « rebellious people, 
* fearleſs of G O D, betrayers and'inſwarers of Mew ; 
' for — unctrewmciſed ears ; for being coveroms, 
© diſaffetied to the wayes of G O D, and for owt-atting 
* evew the wicked in their wickedneſs, Chaprers 5, 
*and 6. he charges chem with confiding in Lyrs, with 
© dependiay upon # mrey formal P rofeſſion of Holingſs, 
"aud whbh a vain. concert, that their having the 
* Teniple of the LORD among them, ſhould ſar(tifie 
*thews ard nake them acceprable, norwiſtanding all 
* therr Hypocriſce, [dolatry and Prophaneſs, Chap.7. 
© he upbraidsthem with peypetuared buck. lrdings ob. 
© tinate penitence, with ſurpaſſing brute creatures 
* 19 their brutiſhneſs, with: ſe!f-conceit . and felf-will, 
© to dbp rejetting rhe wiſdom \of .G O'D ; and with 
x _ from the higheſt to the loweſt, even Prieſts 
* and Prophets, falſe" and deceitful" iu ibeir hearts, 
< 01988 and pratiicer:; in regard whereof,” be adv4. 
£ſerh"tvery man t6 brware of hu neighbour, Chaps 
4 rets 8 wnd 9, And inchis xoch Chap, complains,rthet 
© bith Peiple and Paſtor: were were, 'He complains 
4 © nfo, vhar they enconrag ed each #tber: ro (| hm 
* wb the rongue, tharis, to {landerhim, (ptobubly 
: 


4) : 
© like thoſe in our MER, 5. EE in defaming 
6 the Servants and Meſſengers of G O D, that their 
© premonitious Reproofs and wholſom Cautions might 
c Lo ids leſs regarded. Chap. 18, he records the 
© cancelling and burning þ Roll of Prophecies, by the 
© hand of their King ( which was as well done, as by 
© the hand of the Hangman) with an intent to ſuppre(s 
© bis Teft;mony againſs their Wickedneſs, publiſhed 
* by bims upon a day of humiliation, wherein they bypo- 
* eritically pretended to ſeck G O D by Prayer and 
© Faſting, Chap. 36. he teſtifies agar»ſt their bypo- 
* eritical aching counſel of him concerning their de- 
© parting ont of their own Country wwto Egypt, and then 
parency (ara _ ms 

* doing the contrary to what he adviſed them in the 
* Name of GOD, and declares the malepartneſs of 
* their Women, in juſtifying their Superſtition ( and 
« Idolatrous huſwifery) i» making ſpice Cakes for the 
© Queen of Heaven (blaſphemouſly ſo called ) and 
© their wicked aſcribing to that Idol, the bleſſing of 
© Plenty, which they enſojed (by G O D's mercitull 
* long-ſuftering and bounty) 5» the times of their pre 
© dominant 1dolatry and Profperity, Chap. 44. 

© The Prophet Ezekzel brought in a large Impeach- 
* ment alſo, againſt them, and/by a Commiſſion from 


*GOD, arraigned them for Rebellion and Stwb- 
* bornneſs, chap. 2. Accuſed their Prophets of Folly, 
© Decent, lying Divinations, and of ——o_ to on. 
© as from GOD, when be had not ſpoken by then : 
© Charges them with neglefting ta make np the Brea- 
© ches of Iſrael ; danbing with untempored mortar, 
* and deluding the People with promiſes of Peacs; 
8 when Defbrattion wa imminent, Chap, 13, be in- 
'+ died them of [gratefully giving thoſe good things, 
© which GON had graciouſly beſtowed on them, ob 


Enemiel, 


———_— PII _ 
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- 
e Enemies, and to ingratiate themſelvet with their 
«© Adultrows Lovers ; laying alſo to their charge the 
* horrible fin of ſacrificing their Children to Molech, 
« Chap. I6. and, with imputing Injuſtice reGO D; 
© us if he puniſhed men for ſins not commzuted by them, 
© and children, for thoſe tranſgreſſions of their fathers 
© whereof they were not guilty. Chap, 18, He ac. 
£ cules the Princes of Bloedſhed, the People of Deiſobe- 
© dienc# to Parents, of oppreſſing Strangers, the Fa- 
« therleſs and the Widow ; of diſpoſing and prophaning 
« Holy things ; of making Debate by Tale-braring ; of 
« Inceſts, Fornications and Adnlteries ; of unſattable 
« Luſtings ; of Extortions, Uſury, and of wholly for. 
« getting GO D. Chap 23, He complains, that ; 

c pretended to Godlineſs, and to a defire of being as. 
© refted and taught by GOD's Prophets, whereas they 
« intended it not, neither gave much more regard wnts 
© them, than to Balladſingers and Fidlers, (or in words 
«to that efteRt ) chap. 33. He reſtifies, that their 
« Shepherds fed themſelves with the fat of their 
« Flocks, and clothed themſelves with their woel , 
« but neither fed thoſe that were hungry, vor ſtreng- 

© thened thoſe that were-weak, , nor cured thoſe that 
© were fick,, nor bound up that which was broken, no» 

* ſought our that which was loſt, nor brought home 
« that which went aſtray ; but, ruling over them by 
© force and craelty, cauſed the Flocks to be ſcattered, 
* and wander throughout the Earth, Chapt. 34- 
© Confider to whom this may be applied ; and who, 
© a4 they did, bave ſet their threſholds by God's thre. 
© holds, and their poſts by bus poſts, as it is ſaid the 
© Jews did, Ezck., 43. 

©, The Prophet Dariel confefleth in his Prayer, that 
* their Kings, their Prinees, their Fathers, and the 
whole 


r \ IC £ ; 
© whole houſe of Iſrael, had been tranſereſſers again r 


«G OD's Laws, and deffiſers of his Prophets and 
© Servants, 
* The Prophet Hoſea calls them, the Children of 
© Whoredow, and Covenant-breakers. Hol. chap. 2, 
« He charges them, with bring iucon/iderate of their 
© own wayes,corrupters of their Kings, by makzng them 
« fhoyt, and rejoyeing their hearts with wickedneſs, 
© and delighting their Princes with lyes, That, upon 
© their Feſtivals they made their Kings ( or them- 
© ſe] yes, or both ) fck with Bottles of Wine ; meaning 
"as 1 conceive, that chey were drunk : For,jc is uſually 
«ſaid chat Great wer are lick, when they are diftem- 
« peed wichdrink ; and poor men drunk ; ard per. 
« adyencure they then drank healchs, as in theſe times, 
« uatil chey had by drinking healths to others, drunk 
© away their own healch, The ſame Prophet layes 
«alſo, that they cauſed their Kings to ſtretch out their 
* hands to Scorners : Which may.peradventure fignt- 
« fie the giving of their hands to be kifſed by unworthy 
* perſons, as a teſtimony that they are in their fayour, 
© He furcher charges them, ro be Adulterers, heated 
© with Luft. like Ovens; and that their Kings and 
© Fwdges were apeſtatized through negle# of G O D. 
« Chap. z. That they had likewiſe ſer up Kings which 
« he intended not to ſet over them, and ſuch Prixce3 
© a bt approved not of, (Which hin Samzel laid allo to 
« their charge, when chey defired a King like other 
© Nations.) Moreover, he impeaches them for Cove- 
* nant-breaking; for tranſgreſſing againſt the Laws of 
© their Maker, and being forgetful of him, and be- 
© come ſtrangers unto him , for building ſuch Tem- 
* ples, and making ſuch Fortifications as he approved 
* xot of, Chap. 8. And addeth, that they were a Ve 
bearing 
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Craving fruit to themſelves onely ; That, they had 
'* ſworn falſly in their Covenants, plowed for wickgd- 


«© meſs, reaped Iniquity, fed upon the fruit of Lyes, 
* and confided in their own ſtrength and Policy, chap. 
* 0» 
© Joel particulariz:th ſuch Judgments as were ap- 
© proaching for their ſins , and exhorts them to ſpeedy 
* Repentance, 
© ' Amos complains, that neither Judgements nor 
© Mercies prevailed to reform them ; That, their 
* ſins had made their Faſts, Oblations, and other pions 
* duties, aboyrinable tothe LORD; That, they de- 
* ferred the evil day, and cauſed the Thrones of Op+ 
* preſſion to be exalted : That, they ſtretched them- 
* ſelves upon their conchet and beds of Ivory, chearing 
* their hearts with variety of CMaſick, whilſt the 
* People of G O D were oppreſſed, and their ſufferings 
* by them unregarded, 
* Micaiab, chargeth thoſe who were in Authority 
© with medirating miſchiefs upon their beds, at night, 
© and executing it in the morning ; 4s alſo with covet» 
© ing and violently taking away othey mens Hauſcs 
© and Inheritances, Chap. 2. He charges their Prin+ 
© ces and Rulers with ignorance in Judgment, with 
© hating that which u good, with loving that which is 
© evil, with plucking the skins of the People from their 
© fleſh, tearing the fleſh from the bones, and quite de- 
© vouring them. He accuſes their Prophets of leading 
* the People into errors, of being contentions and quar« 
© relſome with ſuch as fed them not according to their 
* unſatiable longings ; of building np S100 with Blood, 
* and Jeruſalem with Iniquity. He -afhrmed, thet 
* the Heads of the People judged for reward ; that 
* the Priefts taught for hire ; and that their Prophets 
C propheſies 
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© propheſied for money, Chap. 3. He impeached the 
© Nation of fraud and lying, of deceirfulneſs in their 
* Trading, and of uſing fal|hood in their weights and 
* meaſures, Chap, 6, He complained, that good and 
* righteous men were periſhed out of the Land; that, 
" they lay in wait for Blood, hunting their Brethren as 
* with Nets, and plaid upon both hands in their pro. 
« ſecutions of evil : That, their Princes were greedy 
* of Gifts and Bribes, plotters of miſchief, and the bef 
© of them but 4 Bryar or a Thorn. That, Children 
© diſhononred their Parents; That, Kinſmes were 
* treacherous to each other ; . That, the moſt dangerous 
«© Enemies were men of the ſame houſhold ; and, that 
« neither Friends, Guides, Guardians, or they who lay 
© in each others boſoms, were to be truſted, Chap, 7. 
«© The Prophet Zephamiah attefied, that their 
e Princes were like roarirg Lyons and ravenous Wolves 
* enawing the very Bones of the People : That, their 
k weed were light treacherous perſonc-their Prieſts 
« violaters of the Laws,and polluters of th Sanitaary, 
« Chap. 3. 

c ALY upbraids them, with neglett of G O D's 
© Houſe, and ſuffering that to be waſte, whilſt they 
© were curiouſly trimming 1p their own habit ations. 

* Zechary declares, the hypocrijie of their Faſts, af- 
« firmirg that they were deaf to all good Counſel, and 
* that, becauſe they would not liſktenunto G OD, be 
© would not hearken unto them, Chap. 7, 

© Malachi charges therr Prieſts both with efferirg 
© polluted Bread, and with makirg the Table of the 
*<LORD contemprible ; Which lalt mentioned crime 
* 1s now almoſt tpidemical, 


Theſe Preſentmen:s were made and recorded by 
twelye 
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twelve good and lawful men, and are a Brevigte but 
of ſome of thoſe Tranſgreſſions which are enumerated 


+ in the books of the Prophets, and charged upon the. 


Fews by their Mouths and Pens, before and after the 
Babyloniſh- Captivity , even whileſt interchanges of 
Judgments and Yercies were frequently diſpenſed 
to reclaim them, to the manifelting of G O D's 'won- 
derful patience and long-ſuffering during their Preva- 
rications. Of his Patience we have had the like ex. 
perience, as alſo how unjuſtly ſome of his Meſſengers 
whom he hath ſent to reconcile vs unto him by Re- 
penrance, are traduced and perſecured as ſeditious 
perſons, troublers of the common Peace, and dil. 
afte&ed ro Civil Governments, To the fids atore. 
mentioned, I might add the manifold Provacations 
of the Kings, Princes, Priefts and People of that Na- 
tion, in thoſe dayes wherein they ſeemed to ſerve 
GOD with moſt uprightneſs, The Patriarchs when 
they were bur bne Family, during the life of Jacob, 
failed groſly ; and" Moſer gave a true charaRter of 
their Poſtericy in his time, as alſo what they would 
afcerward prove : So did the Prophet David in his 
Generation, Who, though he was a wiſe King ( and 
probably endeavoured their Reformarion as muchas 
n him lay) complained, that there was no good man 
left ; that,there was no truſt to be repoſed in Princes ; 
and charged them,who were in Authority, with eff4- 
bliſhing wickedneſs by Law ; particularly enveighing 
(in Pſal. 82.) againſt che corruptions of thoſe Congre. 
gations of the Mighty, which I conceive were equt- 
yolent with our Parliaprents, Conncils, and ſupream 
Judicatories, 25 being extreamly depraved;; yea, he 
perſonares GOD himſelf, Banding where he beholds 
their proceedings, and ſharply reproving them, for 
| C 2 their 
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their unjuſt accepting p the Fed of the wicked ; for 
negligence inexecuting Juſtice on the bebalf of the 
Needy, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow : For being 
wilfuly 1gnorant of their duties ; for obſtinatly watk- 
ing on in darkneſs ; and for deſtroying even the foun- 
dations of Righteous Gavernment: Many other great 
fins was that N\4t-0# guilty of, from the day of their 
deliverance out of £ gypt, until their ſerclement in the 
Promiſed Land ; and likewiſe from that time, Kill 
' growing worſe ( except otherwhile when they were 
under the Rod ) till they committed the great hn of 
crucifying the-CMeſſtas, tor which they were ſcattered 
throughout the world, to be preſerved for a univerſal 
Memorial-both of G O D's F«ſtice and Mercy to his 
People in all places and Generations (until their Re- 
ftortion and the fulneſs of the Gentiles) according to 
David's prophecical Imprecation, Scatter them, bt 
deſtroy them not, leit my People forget ir, Signal 
were their Murmurings, frequent Idolatries and Re. 
bellions ia the dayes of Moſes. Joſbux and the Judges. 
Likewiſe, notwithſtanding GOD's daily miraculous 
Preſence among them in 4 Cloud and a fiery Pillar, 
feeding, proteRting and-providing for them forty years 
together , in an extraordinary manner amidlt their 
Enemies and in deſolate places, they were ſortiſhly 
diftruſtfal of him, and deſired to return back again to 
that Bnd-ge from which he had delivered them by a 
firong Arm, And, (as if they had a natural propen- 
firy to ſlavery, and were necefſitated to be ſlaves one 
way or another) when G OD had performed his 
Promiſe, by ſe:ling them a free People in a good Land; 
They (being weary of the Government by Him efia. 
bliſhed, which was co have been a Preparatory unto 
his Government, to whom alone all the Kingdoms of 
the 


(2r) TY 
the world-belong ) craved to be ruled after the mode 
of ſuch Heathen Kings as he had deficoyed tor rheir 
fakes. | 
Great were their failings and cranſgreflions alſo, ' 


when they had Kings according to their own defire; 


+ And ſuch Kings as they were defirous of, occafioned 


cheir extirpation our of that good Country which 
GOD: had beſtowed on.them. In the dayes of Da- 
vid, Solomon, Aſa, Hezhiah, Jofiah, Jeboſaphat, 
(the be(t of their Princes ) they were guilty of great 
Provocations, and of much greater during the Reigyis 
of their worlt Kings ; eſpecially, of wilful arid fooliſh 
Jeroboam, who made [ſrael tolin by his Srate-policy 
and obſtinateneſs therein ; when, norwithlianding 
G O D's extraordinary advancement of him from the 
rank of common men, to a Kingdom ( yea, to be a 
Kirg over his own People, of whom he had- rent ten 
parcs in ewelye from the Polierity of his beloved Da- 
vid) with a conditional Promiſe to eſtabliſh his ſeed 
for ever on the ſame Throne, did negle&t che perfor. 
mance of that Condition : Ard we ate thereby raughr 
ſeriouſly ro conſider how difhcultly they will be re- 
claimed, who ſeek to accompliſh their ends by Stare 
policy, rather than by conforming to divine Counſels 
and Commands, For, GOD proved him ( as he hath 
tryed others in the like manner in theſe dayes) by no « 
leſs chan three Miracles in one day; manifeſting two of 
them upon his own perſon, yer they took no effeR, 
If with the fore-exprefied Prevarications, T ſhould 
conſider all the fins of theſe Nations comparatively, 


. Huftrating the Payallel as I could, to ſer forth what 


reſemblance our fins, in this Generation only wherein 
I live, have unto their tranfgreffions, and how hable 
we are made unto the ſame Judgments which were 
| inflied 
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inflied on them ( WS... b, caſt out of our Conntry, 
and be made Vagabonds chroughour the world, as 
they lohg ſince were, & ſome ot us have lately already 
been) it would eicher provoke us. to a ſpeedy amend- 
ment, or iupifte us wich amazement. For,finee I firlt 
knew the world, men of all degrees, profeſſions and 
relations, Princes and Subjetts , Peers and Commons; 
Hmbands and Wives ; Prieſts and Lay-men ; Pa- 


rents and Children , Tutors and Scholars z Maſters 


and Servants ; high and /ow ; rich and poor, are in 
my Judgment much more+depraved than formerly 
they were ; And many among us, have fo Jictle re- 
garded what GGD hath done for ms, or againſt u« ; 
loofcen reliſted the Holy Ghoſt, and 1o hardned our 
hearts, that all Premonitions being rendred fruitleſs, ir 
may be feared that ſome of us will be found, as guilty 
of the Blood of Feſws Chrift and of his Prophets, as 
the Jews were: And as.by long continuing in their 
fins, and by proceeding from one fn to another, they 
at length, by the juſt Judgment of G O D ( who de- 
ſervedly makes them quite blind who will not ſee when 
they may) hardned into ſuch'an impenicency and blind- 
neſs, that when their promiſed King and Meſſtas 
came to make them a glorious and a happy Naton, 
they deſpightfully rejeRed, ſlandered, perſecuted and 
crucified him : So, I fear ſome of us may fo parallsl 
them, that at Chriſt's ſecond coming ( which now 
draws near) they will be liable rv ſeverer Judgments, 
than have befallen to the Fews ; which I heartily be- 
ſeech G OD to prevent. 

Bur, it is your Application, tiot mine alotie, which 
mult make this propoſed Paralel effeRual; and there- 
Gore I entreat you, to rake it into ſerious confideration 
whillt ye may, betore the day of your Probation bath 

an 
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an end , becauſe you how had them for an example, 
as alſo the ſame fore-warnings which they had, with 
an Addition of many other timely Precantions. Do 
ic ſpeedily, left that ev4l ſpirit which G OD fſearbe- 
eween che Shechemites and their King eAbimelech 
(and which hath already poſſeſſed many) do by choſe 
Animoſities, which are fill fomented berween the 
late differmg Parties, render theſe Nations uncapa- 
ble of being reconciled to G OD, and to each other 
for eyer. Particularly, I beſeech you who are in Au- 
thotity, to conſider, what an illegal depriving peace- 
able men of cheir Liberties, may at laſt occahon. To 
conſider alſo, whether it be according to the Privi- 

ledges due to the Hamane Nature ( and by the An» 
tient Claims and Charrers of _ Nations, fo _ 
confirmed ).that upon every {light ſuggeſtion, perhaps 
of an wwe. or an Arn in os, ( For the Caſs 
will be akered, if there be a probable jcaloufe; 
that the Common Peace is hazarded ; whereof 
. GOD will judge and avenge, if ic be feigned, or fa- 
tisfaQtion not'made to.innocent Sufferers ) whether, I 
ſay, ſober men ſhould be debarred of their Freedom, 
by cloſe Impriſonment many months and years, with» 
out lawful Tryals, or knowing their Crimes or Acct» 
ſers ; yea, (hut up without means of ſubſifance, ſave 
what they have by chariry ; not only-their Acceſs de- 
nied, who of meer compaſſion are conſcientiouſly in- 
clined co relieve, bur cheir Wives,Children, Seryaats, 
and all others to them relating, reſtrained' from! ſpeak- 
ing wich them, concerning thoſe Aﬀairs on whoſe pro- 
ſecution and maragemear, their, and other mens 
Eftates, Credits, neceſſary Livelihoods, and all cheir 
ourward Comforts may depend : Not fo much fa* 
voureg as with permiſſion to write a Petition for their 
Relief, 


lives of their own perſons or familics : much lefs to 
pay thoſe large Fees which are then exacted, and the 
Charges which the proſecytion of Petitions. to a 
hearing will require, where the ſucceſs' allo is uncer- 
rain, Conſider, if ſuch Grievances be among us, 
whether it would not be more. agreeable to Juſtice, 
and -a leſs provoking fin, to inflict death immediately 
upon every luſpirion of a crime, than to expoſe. men $0 
ſufferings which are worſe chan deach,coattary roLaw, 
and without permitting chem to know either the pre- 
rended Cauſes, or their Accuſers. Conſider, whether 
G,OD or Mea can be well pleaſed,thac their concea- 
led Foes, (and perhaps Foes ro-the State as much as 
to innocent megs perſons) ſhould be impowered to 
impoſe Injuzies.as Laws, and be lawleſs in their own 
perſons, go-;the ruining or  imporeriſhing of many 
thouſands depending upon thoſe who ſuffer in their 
own perions and eliates. This js to turn Honey 1nto 
Gall, and Phylick iaco Poyſfon,:Laws into Stares, 
and Piyiledges ingo the wort Bondage. Theie Op- 
prefſions I neyer heard of among the Fews or Gen- 
tiles, or among Chriſtians, uacil of late : and, if chey 
be found bere, and loog praRtiſed, ic will be impoſſible 
theſe Nations ſhould be reformed, or their peace be 
renewed with G OD, or efiablſhed between cach 
other: For the Relations which men of all ſorts and 
degrecs (howſoever diftering or agreeing in their De- 
bens, Judgmeaes, Intercfis or AﬀeRtions) have to and 
with each other, ſuch Relations in their Eftates, Al- 
kaaces,Credicg or Engagemenes ; and they are ſo link- 
ed togecher by one or more of theſe reſpeRs, through 
out theſe, three Kingdoms, that the Diſconten's and 
Miſchiefs occaſioned by ſuch Oppreſſions, will extend 


Relief, or left Neceſfacies ro ſuſtain the healchs and 
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ro all ar the laſt, from AA to the loweſt, The 
diftarbing of Ringleſs Bees and their Breed, will 
deſtroy the whole Hive ; yea, and all the falls of 
Bees in theſe Tlands, and thoſe likewiſe who ate 
eathering'Wax and Honey in the remote Woods and 
Wildernefles of the Eatth, for our inriching and their 
own ſubſiftance, will be fo aftrighted and diſcouraged 
by finding themſelves 'and others liable to ſuch O 

prefſions, and their quiet uncertain, that they will fly 
ro another Climate, leſt Hornets, Waſps and Drones 
be encouraged to diſpoyl chem of their Hives, Lives, 
and Honey. { 

To help preventit, take this Breviate-which I bave 
compoſed, and chereby compare that which your own 
confcierices will bring ro remembtance, wherein our 
fins have parallel'd or exceeded the wickedneſs of the. 
Jews , and that this Preparative may make it the 
more praica},recommend tc at your Meetings (whillt 
you Enjoy them, if you think it uſeful) co be confider. 
ed both joyntly and apart, by every fingle perſon and 
Congregation, how much it concerns us univerſally 
and particularly, from the lealt to the greatelt amo 
us : And ler not the ſeeming novelty of fuch expreſſi- 
ons as I may caſually inſert (or the deſpicablencſs of 
my preſent condition) make you conema them ; ſee.. 
ing this is a time of Probation, wherein GOD is 
pleaſed ro exerciſe your hamility by his molt deſpiſed 
Servants, and by ſuch diſperſations and means as are 
denied by the wiſdom 6f che world. 

The Theam which I have undertaken is ſo copi 
ous, and will probably draw me into ſo many pertt- 
nent collateral Muſings, ſeeming co ſome imperrtinear, 
that I muſt apollogize now and then for ir, left you 
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is in my hand, 'to ſuch or ſuch purpoſes as T firſt in- 
eend,. 1 uſually take in by che way all Meditations 
which then occur, ſeeming neceflary eicher to preyenc 
Prejudicacy, or to illultrate my prime Intention : 
ſometimes alſo, that which cometh ſo in, may be as 
uſeful as the main Propoſition, The Apprehenfions 
.-now have of the fad condition and hazards which 
theſe Nations are in (at this preſent) ſo diſtrat my 
Muſe alſo, in ſome caſes, that otherwhile, hardly 
knowing what may be fictelt to be inſerted or omit. 
ed, I way fall into ſeeming Extravagancies. And, it 
is not to be wondred art, it I do : For the moſt excel- 
lenc of G OD's Prophets haye often (to our under. 
Randing) been tranſporred into ſuch Raptures ; and in 
ſuch cales as this, ſo confuſedly expreſſed themſelves, 
by reicerating the ſame words and matter ; by flying, 
as it were,o” and off, to and fro, and on and on again, 
in what they incended to declare , that they intimate 
more by their dark confuſed and diſ-joynted expref- 
fions (to them who look as well after a ſp;ritwal as a 
literal ſenſe) than they could have done, by thoſe me- 
thodical connexions and proſecutions, which would 
appear mA elegant, and more plauſible ro carnal wit 
dom, in the Rhetorical modes of our times, For, the 
Prophets taking into confideration at ene and the fame 
time, the Peoples extream perverſneſs, and, G OD's 
abominating of cheir fins, trogecher with his unſpeaka- 
ble fatherly afteRion to the perſons of his Eleft ameng 
them (for Davids and for his Promiſe ſake) they in 
one verſe or chapter of their Prophecies, perſonate him 
exceedingly inclined to Wrath or Jealouſic,and in the 
fame chapter, or in the next, perlonate him as protie 
to Compaſſion : In one verſe threatning their perpe- 
twal rejeftign ; immediatly af;er, comforting and pro- 
miling 
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miſing to receive them agaio to his everla/ting favor; 
yea, and birterly menacing thoſe by whom he had + 
chaftiſed them, for adding their Malice to his Cor- 
reions ; which may ſeem, being underſtood accord- 


| ing to the nacure and common Knguage of men, to 


imply contradiRory paſſions or irrelolucion in. GOD, 
with whom thgre is no ſhadow of changing. . bur ic 
the better infinuares into our hearts an ee ton of 
that fatherly render-hearredneſs which G O D hath 
toward his People ; and ſignifies ro my underlianding 
(with reverence to his \unchangeableneſs be ic uader- 
ſtood by others ) that his People did as it were force 
G OD by their finfull frowardneſs to-imploy che ut- 
molt of his Wiſdom and Omnipotency, to reconcile his 
Tuſtice and Mercy on their behalf , and that it is not 
in the nature of humane words or language to extend 
unto 2 full and plain demonſtration of thole ew 
Notions which his Prophets diviaely apprehended in 
relation to GOD and his People : And it it fared fo 
with them, much leſs will it be in my power, co pur 
ſpiritual and ſupernatural Contemplations into a meer 
natural or literal expreſſion. Dilcoutles of this kind 
may challenge allowance of more than ordinary liber- 
ty,by circumlocutions or digreſhons ; for, like a Phy. 
fieian who is to cure a Patient who hath many com- 
plicated diſeaſes, 1 am to apply this to a Body which 
hath many contrary d:ftempers, and mult therefore 
make it ſuch a Catholicon, as may not more increaſe 
the reſt, by curing ove malady : and therefore, I will 
endeavour that which my conſcience inclines me to, |, 
with as much diſcretion as I can; and the more di- 
ftraftions you find in this Epiſtle, the more ig will ob- 
lige you to a ſerious confideration of what is in my 


mode expreſſed. 
D 2 * Conſider, 


2. 
Conſider, whether ever you ſaw a Piitwye made by 
the moſt cunning Painter, ſolike the man for whom 
« was limb'd, or chat any one thiog can more truly 
reſemble another, than the Inhabitancs of theſe /ftes, 
do reſemble the People of Fudab and Jeruſalem in 
theic-prevarications ; and confider it fo that your Gns 
may tad you to lay the faſter hold on G O D's infinie 
Mercy, by abominating the one, and a right efieem of 
the other : for, G O D hath made as many gracious 
ofters and promiſes ro us, as to them. They, who had 
{ſo many groſs failings, were nevertheleſs, his choſe 
People and Saints by calling, ſeparated from other 
Nations , and 1 do believe, by the fatherly compa(- 
fion extended unco them from time to time, and by the 
manifold conditional promiſes and deliverances vouch» 
fafed unto them whilſt they prevaricated (in their mi- 
raculous preſervation now they are ſcattered) that, he 
hath Mill mercy for them according to his Elettion, 
giving them an Intereſt in the ſure Mercies of David ; 
and that in their open cemporal chaſtiſements, they 
ſhall be ſecretly purged chrough the hidden ſeed of 
Grace remaining in them ; and received co his favour 
in the evening of the world, In like manger I believe 
that many among us at this day, who have in the ov2- 
ward man, failed very much, to the diſhonour of 
GOD, and of their Chriftian Profeſſion, having ex- 
rernally ſuffered, to the glorifying of GOD's Fuſtice, 
are and ſhall be by the ſame free-grace in this lite, 
or at their tranſlation out of this life, be received into 
fayour to the like glorifying of his Afercy in Chritt 
Feſws ; yea, much more than it could baye been done: 
by their own Righteonſneſs, G OD having alwayes 
reſpeR through Chr;/t”s merits to. what they did con. 
ſcientiouſly, chough it were ovyer-ballanced by much: 
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humane corruption and trailry, yer remember til, chat 
notwithſtanding che infings Mercy of G OD, he is to 
be feared, and the more to be feared and ſought un 
to with a filial fear, for the ſake of that infinic Mercy - 
And, let heed be taken, leſt preſuming upon his pati- 
ence beyond our limits, we ourgo the Preſumption of 
the Fexws, or draw very near to fuch-a dangerous Ex- 
cravagancy. 

To thatend, conſider how G OD hath from time 
to time, ſought co reclaim vs by the like interchanges 
of Judgments and Mercies ; and how he hath cry- 
ed and provoked us, as he {aid he would provoke the 
Jews, by fooliſh People in our elicem ; and by making 
his Premonitions ſignal unto us, by aRting to that 
purpoſe, many things appearing to be ridiculous in 
our Judgments ; as for example, by making uſe of 
ſuch a Dfpt»ſation as this, and of ſuch Perions as I 
am, to be your Remembrancers, by an impulſe of 
Conſcience, which we think cannot fafely be refifled, 
though we are otherwhile tempted, as Jeremy was, 
to complain to G O D of that-hardſhip wherero he 
hath expoſed us : For, as the Prophets of the Fewiſh 
Nation, being the Watchmen appointed in their Gene- 
rations, to forewarn them What the ſucceſs would be, 
if they negleed their duties, or the People to repent, 
being by them fore-warned : Even fo ( as I believe) 
GOD hath now in ſome degree qualified me and 
others (as he did heretofore a Plowman, n Herdſman, 
and 2 Fruit-gatherer) to be Premonitors in theſe our 
times, of what we have obſerved to be miſdone or 
negleted, by men; and of what G OD hath done, 
threatned, and promiſed in his Word concerning ſuch 
Delinquencies as we are guiley of, and ſuch a Repen. 
tance as is expeAcd. In conhderazion m__ I 
GOES oy "Ros 
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«dared not for my part, but fignifie what I have de- 
clared;; left, though others periſh! in their fins, their 
blood may be required at my hands, for negleRing 
that, which I thiak my felf bound in conſcience to 
forewarn them of in my mode.z which is one kind of 
Preaching, though not in ordinary, And though 1 
have not the Reputation of a Prophet ; yer G OD 
hath made me inſtrumental in fore-declaring many 
things percinent to the wel-fare of theſe Nations, lon 
before they came to paſs : And I am one of thoſe 
deſpiſed ones, of whom he is pleaſed ro make uſe at 
ſuch rimes as theſe; after the Connſels and Fore. 
warnings of Royal Premanitors, honorable Prophets, 
Minifters and Remembrancerys have been long neg- 
leRed ; ' And that which I have written will endence 
me at laſt, to be neicher ſeditious Libeller, Madman, 
Phanatick, or one diſcontented with all Governments 
and Governowurs, as I am by ſome reputed, who will 
be of another Judgment when they come to their 
Wits : For, though I have not been wholly free from 
Errors, thoſe things which +I write, are not ſuch as 
I have learned, like Parors taught by men ;z or which 
were attained by reading or hearing onely ; bur, 
ſuch as were infuſed by G O D's Word and Spirit ; 
and ſuch, as he hath witneſſed to my heart more cet« 
tainly, than that which is made known by ſenſe only. 

If it were not ſo, it had been impoſſible for me to 
have ſuſtained ſo many years without diſcouragement, 
thoſe Raylings, Revilings, Slanders, Perſecurions and 
Oppreſſions, wherewithal I have been exerciſed by 
them, who (as it befel to the Prophets, Apoſiler, and 
their true Swcceſſors) deemed my Cantions & Remen- 
brances to be ſeditious and ſcandalous ro Authority, 
and falſly imputed unto me (as is aforeſaid) diſcon- 
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tetemegt under all A, (_..£. whereas I have 
been aQively or paſlively obedienc to every Govern. 
went whereunto G O D hath ſubjeRcd me, and re. 
proved in genera] terms only (in a our praceetys 
way ) that Oppreſſion and Unrighteoulnels, which 
hach been and will be diftruQtive to . all Governments 
and Governoxrs Who continue them. I nexther was, 
nor am, not ſhall be diſobedient to the juſt commands 
of any Governonrs or Government Which theſe Na- 
tions defire, and GOD permits, (though in by wrath) 
but conſcieatiouſly,as I now do, ſubmurred at all cimes 
to the Power in Bering, and = enabled to proteR 
me, as: I ever thought ic my duty, whether chey 
favoured or diſ.favoured me ; neither endeavour! 
to ſex wp or pall down any, howſoeyer they acquited 
or exerciſed their Authoruy, : But remembred them 
ſometimes of their duties, as aforeſaid, whom I 'evi- 
dencly. ſaw to be forgetful thereof. ; doing it alſo, 
without faRiouſneſs, and. with ſuch Cautions -as be. 
firted me_in my ſtariov, I am neither melancholy, 
nor ſullen, nor delighted with contraditions : For, 
though I have been a mas of rife (as Jeremy laid 
G OD had made him to be) I am nor naturally con+ 
ftitured for ſuch a work. My Converſation hath beeg 
delightful ro many ; my Body is as ſenfible of ſuffer, 
ings as any mans ; my natural AﬀeRions are Rrong. in 
me ; my Infirmities being great and many, render 
me as unable by my own itrength, to ſuſtain the De» 
ſercions,cloſe Impriſonments and Deprivatiogs where- 
to I am and have been expoſed,almolt from the cradle; 
and whereby the world ſecks to fright me from pro- 
ſecuting thar, whereto my Conſcience enclines me, I 
likewif confeſs my elf to be naturally as willirg as 


any of you, to take my caſe and pleaſure in thoſe de. 
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firable 


might probably have enjoyed them, if\F had neg« 
Qed whar I haye done, and that way imployed the 
Krrle-wit I have, 'of would defiſt from fach profecuci. 
ons for the furure.” * wy __ 
'* "Bur, .it muſt nor be fo ?* Thave loſt thoſe Adyan- 
efges, chat 1 might nor Joſe my ſelf, of your want 2 
Remembrencer ; and ambetter contented in their 
toſs, chan ever I was intheir fruition, 1 would*not 
fight apzinſt-the Philoftrms in Saie['s Armour ; got 
would my Corruption have petmitted me ro do m 
work, if I had not been'ſo" long diſciplin'd by ſuf- 
Ferings, and'at lalt been fripr one of all chat I had (or 
might hope fot in this world) as now I am; "Neither 
could 1 have had ſo much experience of ' GO D's 
Mercy/as now I have, in being excraqrdinarily ('I 
might ſzy miraculouſly) provided for, fupported, and 
ſupplied, with neceſfaries for Soul and Body : Not 
could I have apprehended” experimentally fuch Com- 
forts in this life, as are diſcoyered unto me 5» and by 
my reſtraint and Poverty : Nor ſhould ] haye be- 
lieved, chat GOD had ſo great a Number of People 
In this crooked generation,as I do now know he hath: 
which Diſcovery alone, is more joyous unto me, than 
all my loſfes and fufferings are grievous. Therefore, 
if you believe me nor herein; let not that which I ſeem 
co ſuffer in your opinion, be alcogether uſclefs unto 
you, for whoſe advantage, and for whoſe ſakes T have 
partly ſuftered them : Nor ler cheſe Preoccupationr, 
or thoſe which I ſhall furcher add, be thought im- 
perticent, conſidering what trivial Blocks many men 
ble ar, if chey be nor removed ;. eſpecially when 
men, beſorted with fin, and blinded with ſelf-conceir, 
are drawn into a cauſleſs Prejudice ; ſuch as theſe 
” : Digrefſions 


Wt £ ARS. | 
firable things oP this life, which other met affe@ ; and 


Digreffions from .my 10 [ah ſomewhat perhapy 
preyent, and hint forewhat allo, by che way, uſefyll 
to other ends, But, when I bave done, ang @jand 
written all chac I can, it will noe wholly pre 4 
confiruRtions ; tor G O D's Word hath not eſcaped 
them. Howſoever I cram in ſo many Preaconpeti» 
019, becauſe they may be (as I inferred before ) ad- 
vancagious to ſome others in the jike caſes, and hint 
ſomewhat, collaterally pertinent to my chief Deſign, 
though in other reſpe&ts,chey may be ofno ayail to me, 

There be Weeds, which will permit no gocd' Seed 
to thrive in thac ground where they grow, untill they 
be deſtroyed by often plowing ; or, unvl the earth 
be prepared by a'Crop of ſomewhat deliructive to | 
them, Malice and Exvy are of the nature of ſuch 
Weeds ; and ſuch Herbs of Grace, as Rhue or Rev» 
pentance, Which implies Rae thy Sin, will never 
take root, un] chey be extirpared and the heart pre. 

, | pared by Love, Therefore, ler us lay ahde that Mas 
| lice and Vengeance, which lies yer at the heart-root of 
many of the late Dsſſerting Parties in theſe Nevipns, 
notwithlianding the late Af of Obliuion ; end con- 
hder in what trmes we are, and to what Period We 
draw near, by. being guilty of the ſame fins (or of 
ſuch as are equivolent to thoſt)which in all Ages have 
been Symptoms and Harbengers of Deſtruttive Chan» 
ges: and which do, as it were, compel GOD to 
withdraw temporary Mercies from his own Choſen 
Prople, and to inflit ſevere Chaſtiſements in their 
fiead, Heed well whether we juftific not them by our 
evil deeds, whoſe ations we have condemned in 
words, by our perperrating the very ſame wickedneſs, 
which we exclaimed againſt in them, whom G OD 
diſpoiled of their abuſed -Power ; and whether the 
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ſarnt'Paths lead fiot to the 2M Deftruionhs ? - Ob- 
ſerve;' whether our negleA of common Fuſtice, of 
Judgments and Mercies,our Ingraticude,our 
ML i#ps,our Rebellions againſt him, our Hypocri- 
fies, Apoſtacies, Idolarries, Superſtitions, Prophaneſs, 
Oppreſſions, Spiritual and Corporeal Fornications and 
Whoredoms, have not been as great, as many, and as 
impudent as among the Fews ? Whether our Thank(- 
eivings, Praifings, Faſtings, Feaftings, Humiliations, 
and our other Formalities in Religious and Moral Du. 
ties, have not been as worthy to be rejeKed ? Whe- 
ther our Boaſtings of our C:vil Fuſtice, of our Juit 
Laws, of the Glory and Purity of our National 
Church, be not much like their vain brags of their 
Laws, of the Temple of the LORD, and ſomewhat 
like the vauntings of luke-warm Laodicea ? Whether 
it be not an Abomination reſembling ( if not equivo- 
lent) co the Jews impious and cruel facrificing their 
Children ro Molech, when we dedicate our Children, 
under colour of a prerended zeal of offering them to 
G OD in profeſſhng Chaſtity ( after the manner of 
Heathen Veſtal Nuns ) when we cauſe them to paſs 
compulfively through the Fires of their Natural Af- 
feftions, to the hazardypt their Souls and Bodies, in 
a ſuffering which G O D requires not at their hands : 
For, though Chaſtity is a Moral Vercue, inforced 
Virginity is none, bur a finful Inforcement in Parents, 
eſpecially,when, under a pretended Piety,it is intended 
only to fave a Child's Portion (or the belt part there. 
of ) to be conſumed, upon their own Lufis, or elſe to 
advance another Child in their dedication there. 
of to the world ? Conſider alſo, whether we have 
not parallel'd the Jews as well in Civil as in Reli. 
giow milaRiogs, and in fume things outgone them? 
Whether 
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Whether our Alliances  ; onfederacies with pro- 
feſſed Enemies of GOD and his Tr«th, have nor 
been conmrated more for other finiffer reipeRs, than 
to preſerve Peace and humane ſociety ?- and whether 
our cruſt unto, and in them, and in our own ſtrength 
and policy, be not as evident in us, as it was in them, 
and as repugnant to what. G OD approveth? Whe. 
ther we eftabliſh not Wickedneſs and Opprefſion by 
Laws, as they did, or more barbarouſlly than they ; as 
by making ſome pay tor that, whereof not they, bur 


, Others have the benefic ; or, by making the formality. 


of Legal Proceedings and Tryals, fo chargeable, thac 
the Remedies of Grizevances do otten prove worle than 
the Diſeaſes , eſpecially ro poor men who have molt 
need of Relict , the profecutions of whoſe Pecitions 
and Suits for Jultice or Equity, being fo tedious, difh- 
cult and expeolive, that the lictle remainder of their 
Eltates which che Oppreſſors had left, is quite con- 
ſumed by thole Corres and Officers, which were con- 
ficuted for a Remedy , as it they had been purpeſly 
ordained to enrich and maintain Oppreflors in idle- 
neſs, who do little or nothing for their large Fees, 
Thus, to the loſs of mens Eſtates, the loſs of labour 
and precious time is added (wich vexation of fpiric) to 
the undoing of many Families : Thus the Carerpillers 
and Locuits devour that which the Storms had Jeft : 
The oppreſied man periſheth without compaſſion, 
and would grow deſperate, if acceſs to GOD ia 
ſuch firaits were not cheap and eafie, For what can 
they poſſibly do, who deprived of all ourward means 
of livelihood, are allo ſhut up in Priſons, contrary to 
Law and Equity, both from the comfort of Rela. 
tions, and from endeayouring either for cheir liberty 


or ſubliftance ? 
; E 2 Conhider, 
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Conſider, whether even they alfo upon whom ſuch 


afiitions are come, and have no tefuge but in G O D, 
do nor fill negle& him, and ſeek racher to be delivered 
by the World which oppreſſed them, than by being 
reconciled unto G OD, from whom cometh Salva. 
tion ; and whether there be not many among us, (even 
of thoſe in every differing Judgment, relating to Piery, 
Policy and Humanity) who wickedly deviſe falſe Ru- 
mours, Viſions, Apparitions, Signs, Wonders and 'Re- 
velations, to delude and amaſe the People, or to dif. 


credit thoſe Reports which are true ? and Whether , 


there be not ſome ſeduced rather by a feminine, than 
ouided by a true maſculine ſpirit, who, like che Wo. 
men Propheteſſes among the Fews, put pillows under 
mens arms, to uphold chem in their Errours by their 
Gipfie-like Predittions ? Some alſo, who, not only as 
the Fews did, hunt after vain A#trological Predit;ons, 
Which they call Prophecies, & ſuch Sorcerous Preſages 
as mother Shiptons , but -who have dependance alſo 
upon them, and ſeek for eaſe in their troubles, and 
for cure of cheir fears and diſtempers,as Saw! did from 
the Witch of Exdor , and who, as others did here. 
tofore, ſend ro enquire of falſe Gods, negleRing and 
contemaing ſuch Remedies and Preſages of good or 
evil, as are grounded upon the infa}lible Word of 
GOD ; as if they conceived that would be to them, 
whart Micah was to Ahab, and that they could ex- 
peRt nv good Prefages to them from G OD's crue 
Prophets, or by ought grounded upon his Word. I 
perceive too evidencly that it is ſo ; and that this wic- 
ked Vanity is fomented by the frequent publication 
of lying Pamphlets, purpoſly invented to diſparage 
Truths. Therefore, beware of them, and ery all þ#- 
rits before you truſt them ( even mine as well as _ 
4 relt) 


(37) | 
reſt) that ye may know what to adhere unto ſafely ; 
and, neither be deluded by Impctiors, nor deprived 
of the benefits which you may receive by wholſome 
Cautions : For, as we are in that time in which the 
Elett will be in hazard of being deceived ; and though 
it is true, that, they who aye not againſt ,are with ns; 
So, it is allo true, that, mary who ſeem to be with us, 
are againſt us, and by that means ger opportunities, 
to draw us into wicked, or at leaft into uncomely and 
unſafe praQtices. 

Conlider theſe things, you who forget both Piery 
and Humaxiy, and whether our Kings, our Princes, 
our Nobles, our Commons, our Gentry, our Judges, 
our Prieſts, our Magiſtrates , our Councils , oury 
Courts or Truſtees, our Farhers, our Children, our 


| Women, our Setyants, yea, all of us in general and in 


parcicular, have not prevaricarted as the /ſraelites did 
heretofore when they were molt corrupt ? whether 
we have not ſet owy Threſholds by GO D's Threſholds, 
and our Poſts by his Poſts ? whether oug Blood. 
ouiltineſs, our Thieving, our Drunkenneſs, our Cur- 
ings, our Swearings and Forſwearings, Suborning of 
Witneſſes, and the Perjnry of Jurors, have not made 
our Land to mourn becauſe of Oarhs, as much as 
their Land did ? Whether we have not been ag 
ouilty by immoderate covering, to lay Houſe to Houſe, 
and Land to Land, to the occalioning of depopulation ? 
by lying and falſhood in our trading with each other; 
by unequal weights and meaſures ; and ſcme by vain- 
ly ſcarring and {quandring away the Eſtates and In- 
hericances left them by their Predeceſlors > Whether 
we are not as culpable by Covezant-breaking, Bribe. 
nes, Extortions, grinding the faces of the Poor ; by 
ſlling them for trifles ; by proſecuting onr- cruel 1n- 

rentions 


8) 
centiefs, until Blood > Blood ; by ſeeking to 
cover one fin with another , by juſtifying theWicked, 
and condemning the Innocent, untill our Injuſtice 
cries as loud againſt us for Vengeance as it did againſi 
them ? Whether ſome of our Nobles ( as we call 
them) have not been Companions of Murderers and 
T hieves, wich Indempnity ? Whether we are not as 
ouilty of perſecuting, opprefſiing, and murdering the 
Prophers and Servants of G OD, by ſhutting chem 
up in Dungeons and Priſons, till famiſhed through 
want of Relief, under falſe prerences of Sedition, Scan- 
dals, or of being troublers of the Common Peace , as 
Jeremy had been, if one Conſciencious Blackamoore 
had not been more pitiful than all the reſt of the Peo- 
ple in Jeruſalem? Whether we have not ſet up ſuch 
Governours and Princes, as G OD never intended to 
ſer over us, until we our ſelves would fo have it, in 
imitation of our Patern the Fews ? Whether our Wo- 
men be not grown as malepert in juſtifying their $u- 
peiſticiong, as the Jew:ſh Women were in the dayes of 
Jeremy ? and whether their feminine extravagancies 
in new-fangled baubles, fantaſtick habits, dreſſings, 
geſtures and poſtures, may not be a ſymprom of our 
approachingDeſolation,as it was a Preludium to their 
Captivity and Rejeftion? Whether alſo, our ſuper- 
{titions Devotion hath not fed and countenanced as 
many falſe Prophets as Jezabel did, ſupprefling, op- 
preſling and filencing the 1r#ue Prophets and Mint- 
fters of G OD and his Truth; making them allo to 
be objeAts of ſcorn and ridiculous laughter in the pub- 
lick Theaters? And, whether we have not often pre- 
tended both a Reformation of our Manners, for our 
rlonal advantages only, and a voluntary deſire to be 
counſelled and direAted as the Jews did, when they 
j | intended 
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iarehded to depart from 2A Country into Egypt, 
yer, proſecuted our ſecret purpoſes, as if done in des 
ſpighr of GOD ? yea, and whether, as the Judges 
of the Fews, judged tor reward, their Prieſts taughe 
for money, and their Prophets prophefied fot hire, we 
have not thoſe Judges, .Lawyers, and Diviaes, who 
will make both Law and Divinity to ſpeak any thing 
far their advantage, who may either prefer them or 

deprive them of their Preferments ? 
Conſider all theſe Particulars, and ſuch other as 
our own Conſciences will bring co mind as confide- 
rable ; eſpecially what Covenants we have broken, 
and in what manner ; and therewith take notice and 
remember, that I do but offer it to your conſideration, 
whether you are pulley of theſe fins in. particular or 
not, leaving the Verity thereof to your owa ſearch ; 
and che Concluſion and Application to your own Con- 
ſciences; in regard if they be filent, it would be to no 
purpoſe for me'to charge them upon you, though I 
could evidently prove them, wt 
I confeſs, I am very jealous we may be found guilty 
of all the aforementioned Crimes ; of ſome of chem, 
know 'we are culpable, and of many allo, unknown 
to the Jews, which theſe latter times have produced. 
Even in conficaining men to aR and profels in relation 
to Religion, againſt their Conſciencer, (if it be ac- 
cording to the Cryes I hear) more cruel in that re- 
ſpeR than the worlt of their Idolatrous Kings, For, 
though they allured men to their Idolatries and Su. 
perffitions, I do not remember that any one of them 
compelled the worſhipping of Idols ; no not Jero- 
boam (who notwithſtanding G O D's giving him a 
Kingdom, with many gracious promiſes to.cttabliſh 
it, was more Wickedly politick than any other,to con. 
tinue 
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tinue the ſame to his in his owt mode-) For, 
I dg not hear that he forcibly reſtrained any from go- 
ing up to' worſhip GOD at Jeraſalem, or perie. 
cured any for not worſhipping his Golden Calves ;: but 
permitted every man that would,to build b:gh Places 
eo plant Groves, and to worſhip either the LOR D 
GO D, or Tdols, ar home,as he pleaſed : Neither do 
I reade that any of their” beſt Kings or Governonrs 
made or executed any penal Laws touching the Con« 
ſcience, | excepr only after the return from Babylon, in 
an extraordinaty Cale, and in relation to the obſer- 
ving of thoſe antieat Laws of their Nation, by the 
breach whereof their Civil Peace could not well be 
without hazard ; at which time there was a penalcy 
threacned by Prockhmation, and afrerwards a Cove- 
nant Yoluntarily and- conſcientiouſly made, or was at 
leaſt pretended by Prince, Prieſts and- People, for 
the breach whereof, Confiſcation of Goods and Ex- 
clufion from the Congregation was menaced ; but 
how far forth ic was put an execution jt appears not z 
no had any wrong been done thereby, becauſe char is 
no wrong which is done to a man by his own conſent; 
no, nor that Which is done againſt his will, if ir be 
purpoſed for his wel-being, and cannot have any ef. 
feR to his hare, nor fail of that good which is pre- 
tended , which inforcing the Conſcience can never 
produce, but the contrary rather : for GOD is never 
wel-pleaſed with any ſervice unwillingly done, though 
the performance be good in it ſelf ; and is alwayes 
highly diſpleaſed with every one,who for fear,fayour, 
or for any other end whatſoever, aReth or ſpeaketh 
a2inſt his Conſcience; and no doubt as highly of- 
fended with all thoſe who offer violence to the Con- 
ſciences of other mer, in regurd it is not only inju- 
yu | | rious 
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rious 20 men, bur a pre s offence alſo againſt 
a Prerogarive due and proper to Him alone, . 

If theſe Prevarications be found among us, be it 
knowa that they are ſurer tokens of G O D's Indig- 
nation, than thoſe which we call Plague-tokens are of 
their near approaching deaths who are vifned with the 
Peſtilence :yer we have lately had other ſigns and to 
kens, which ate both Preſignificators of the General 
Judgment and of the National Calamities which will 
come upon particular Nations and Perſons, when their 
fins grow ripe ; according to what our Sayiour Chrs/F 
forerold, Lake 21. 25. where it is faid, There ſball 
be ſigns in the Sun, the Mon and the Stars, avid np- 
on the Earth diftreſs of Nations, with perplexity, 
the Sra and the Waves roaring , mens hearts failmg 
in looking after theſe things which are coming upon 
the Earth : for the Powers of Heaven ſhall be aken, 
&c. We have feen theſe or ſuch like figns, whether 
taken in a metaphorical or 2 literal ferſe, and che 
fign allo of the Prophet Fonas myſically revived; in 
ſome of the Saints of GOD, whoſe Judgments are 
begun upon thoſe of his own Houſhold ; and. his 
Juſtice and Mercy have been manifeſied upon many 
of them in our fight. Moreover, though we who 
believe his Word have therein ſufficient manifeſtations, 
and look for ao other figns of what is approaching ; 
yer, GOD hath vouchlafed to Knbelievers in theſe 
dayes, what he denied to the like unbelieving and 
adulcerous Generation herecofore, if what hach been 
credibly reported may be credired : For, we have 
heard of more ſtrange Prodigies, dreadful Apparidi. 
ons, and unuſual Viſions in the Air, upon the Warggs, 
and on che Earth, within a few years,than I have read 
recorded in all humane Stories fince the coming of 
EE Chriſt 
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Chriſt in the fleſh ; ans of. areche more to be con« 
fidered, in regard GOD hath been pleaſed co give us 
Signs af whact he inteads, though rw ſaid before ) 
he denied Signs to thoſe who deſired them ; and for- 
aſmuch as they made us no whitthe berter, it implies 
an experimental yerifying of this ſaying ; They who 
will not believe Moſes and the Prophers, will not be. 
lieve one ſent from the dead, If the Signs and Won- 
ders lately ayerred be true, or but in part true ( as 1 
am perſwaded they are,though I never ſaw any fuch) 
then they are very conſiderable : And no leſs confide. 
rable or fignificant are they, if feigned or deluhons; 
ſceing they declare this Generation to be preſumptu- 
ouſly wicked beyond all before them, as daring to 
make, aver, and publiſh Lies of that nature, It chey 
are true, they are the Finger of G O D, pointing to 
ſomewhat whereof chey are Signs, and which ought 
to be heeded : yea, though they are bur deluſions of 
the Fancy, they are terrible Signs of affrighted and 
ſel condemning Conſciences. Thoſe « Apparitions 
which we ſee, or fear to ſee upon the Earth, ſhew us 
from whence all our troubles come, even from our 
Earthly-mindedneſs : and the Signs which men fee, 
or think they (ce in the Heavens, invite us to look up 

wnto thoſe Hills, from whence cometh onr Salvation, 
We have yer other Signs of what is approaching, 
and of what will certainly enſue, if not prevented by 
Repenrance ; and they are very ſignificant and ob- 
ſervable, though very tew heed them, or think them- 
ſelves therein concerned. G OD foretold the obſii- 
nate Jews, that he would provoke them by ſuch as 
they reputed a foolsſh People ; and fo have we been 
provoked by ſome among us, whoſe perſons, words 
and aRions appear unto the greateſt number of ma 
\ only 
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ohly' fooliſh and coftempcible , bur impudene and 
wicked alſo, Such were they and their Aings, who 
came naked into our Publick Aſſemblies ; and by 
what ſpirit ſoeyer they were thereto moved, were 
Signs, Which 1 believe G OD permitted, tro benifie, 
that he will openly diſcover our' Shame, and firip us 
naked from all - thoſe Fig-leaves which we haye: 
atched together to hide it; and rake from-us- all 
thoſe things which we have made our chief delight, 
pride, and ornament, And I am perſwaded thoſe- fig- 
nal Attings of that nature, which were perſonated by 
ſome of the Prophets, were in their times reputed as 
ridiculous and ſcandalous,as theextravagancies which 
have been ſeen in our dayes, They likewiſe,” whom 
ye cerm Quakers, and who with much reſolution and 
patience, do ſuftain the Perſecutions whereby they are 
proſecuted in all places 5 Even they, as I believe, are 
inftrumental by a Divine Difpenſation , fignally to 
foreſhew chat Contempt which GOD will bring up- 
on our falſe Worſhip , falſe Honour, vain Comple- 
ments, Hypecrifies,Super ſtitions, Formalities in Prey, 
counterfeit Morality, and Diſſimulations with G O D 
and Men, Many take great offence at them ; and Z 
do believe (becauſe it hath been ayerred unto me by 
conſcientious men) that ſome, 1o called, have profeſſed 
and caught erroneous and ſcandalous Do&rines ; for, 
there is no Diſpenfation whereinto the Devil hath not 
ſcrewed many of his Inftruments;to diſparage and hin- 
der what was thereby intended ; bur I doprofeſs, 
that none among all them, of whoſe Principles and 
Converſation 1 have had opportunity to rake notice, 
hath appeared otherwiſe to-me than a truly. honeſ 
and pious man ; | and though their /anonage and man- 
vers are offenſive to many, they are not fo rome ; be- 
| & 2 cauſe, 


cauſe, if they be hot taken up with an affeRation to 
fingulatity, whereof 1 cannot judge, unleſs I could 
ſe their hearts, chey ſeem to me ſuch as are efſcocal 
to their Diſpenſation ; and had G OD ficred me for 
the ſame work, 1 ſhould have done as ſome of them 
do, though I will nor. jultifie all that ſome of them do, 
Habakksk in his mode, and at ſuch a time as this, 
was a. Quaker : So likewiſe was Ezekiel the Pro» 
pher,. and a fign tothe Jews, by G O-D*s Diſpenſa. 
tion in his time ; as. appears, Ezck, 12. 17. The 
Ward of the LO RD came unto me, ſaying, Son of 
wan, eat thy bread with quakeng, and drink, thy water 
with trembling and carefulneſs, and ſay uno the 
Z ople of the Lond, thu ſaith the LORD GOD, 
of the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and of the Land of 
Iſrael, They ſhall eat their bread with carefuineſs, 
and drink, their water with aſtoniſhment, that their 
Laid may be deſolate of all that is therein, becauſe 
of the violence of them who dwell in it, Letthis be 
well conſidered, and whether our Quakers may not 
be 4 gn of the like Judgement.upon our chief City, 
and all theſe three Nations ; yea,and to all thoſe Na» 
tions Whither they have been diſperſed, if they ſpeedi. 
ly repent nor ; for, their Aftings and Swfferings are 
not n vain, 

I have obſerved one occaſion of hardning the hearts 
of many in this Generatson, which was not ripened 
until cheſe latter Ages of the world z and though ltle 
notice be taken thereof, ic makes many defer their 
'Repertance, and hardens the greateſt number into a 
reſolute perſeyerance in their wicked courſes, by 2 
miſ-apprehending of, G O D's Wages, a miſ.-behef 
of his Word, ignorant of his Jufice, and falſe 
Concluſion drawa from an antient and true Proghege 
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by reaſon of the long continuance and prevalency of 
Sin, Oppreſſion and Tyranny in thoſe courſes and Po- 
lures wherein they have been ated, Men have walk- 
ed ſo far after the Counſels of the Ungodly, and flood 
ſo long in the way of Sinners, that they are now 
ſeated in the Chair of the Scarnful,and make a mock 
at Reproots and Intiruftions, according to this Pro. 
phecy of the Apoſtle Peter: 1n the latter dayes there 
(hall b { aid he ) Scoffers, walking after their own 
Lufts, and ſaying, Where u the Promiſe of his com. 
ing ? for, fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all things con- 
tinue 48 they were from the beginning of the Creation, 
2 Pet. 3-4. Into theſe latter dayes we are fallen, 
and by not heeding, not believing, or by not rightly 
underſtanding the ground of this Prophecy touching 
the revealed things of G OD, the Scorners of good 
Comnſel have now fulfilled chat Prophecy, to theix own 
diſadvantage: For, to put the fear of GOD's Judg- 
ments our of their own and other mens hearts, chey 
ſcofhngly and prophanely conclude, from the long 
continuance and prevalency, as aforeſaid, rhat Sin and 
—_—_— have had ia the world, from the Creation 
unul this day, that ſo it will be until the end of time; 
and deride thoſe who expe the coming of Chriſt the 
King of Righteouſneſs, Trſh (fay they) rhws it ever 
was, and thus it will be for ever, G O D enther heeds 
it not, or regards it not ; and the Caveats, Counſels, 
Threatnings, Promiſes, and Premonitions of thoſe who 
prerend to be Miniſters and Meſſengers from G'O D, 
are but politice Devices of their own brain, forged ont 
of Envy and Malice, to diſturb 1 in our Pleaſwrer, 
diminsſh our Profit, and weaken owr Power ; for aſter 
above ſixteen hnndred years preaching of their Ima- 
$inary Kingdom 10 come, we fee 44 lite, or tif _ | 
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hood thereof, than was at the birth of that King whom 
they expett. To this efteft are their Scoffs, and there- 
by they encourage each, other in their Wickedneſs 
and Oppreſſions. Bur they, and all whpm they ſhall 
delude, will find themſelves to-have been much de.. 
ceived, Therefore, in hope it may awaken ſome our 
of their dreams before it be too late, I will declare 
unto you a MyFery, by few yer heeded, which GOD 
hath revealed unto me in this my Confinement, to 
Rirengthen my Faich, when it was exerciſed and cried 
by that and ſuch like Atheiſtical Arguments and Ob- 
jeRions of carnal men, who preſume on the perpe- 
ruicy of cheir Kingdom : and I will illuſtrate as plainly 
as I can, that which I have apprehended, by looking 
'back as far as the Creation. 

All things that G ©D created, were exceeding 
oood, even Mankind, which is now depraved, was 
made good and innocent, though of a conflicution 
poſſibly mutable : Thar poſlible mutability GOD pro- 
ved by an cafie Law given in ParaGſe, without com- 
pullatiyely neceſſitating, or byafſing our firſt Parents, 

» trotherjght-hand or to the left, bur evenly ballancing 
them with a Free.will ; yea, and without dtbarting 
them, until their Delinquency, from the Tree of Life 
in the midſt of the Garden, or from any other means 
whereby chey might have been preſerved and confirm- 
ed in their Integrity (ſo far forth as was pertinent to 

2 Creature left free and under no reſtraint.) In this 

happy eliate they continued,uatil the Dews/ (who had 

corrupted himſelf without a Temprter) being moved 
thereto through envy, ſeduced our faid firtt Parents 
through ſubilty : For, he perceiving them to reſt fa. 
tisfied with the — of Good only, without de- 
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47 
them with an injutious LLP of GOD, and then, 
with a falſe and vain opinion, that they ſhould be- 
come like G OD, by knowing both Good and Evil, 
if they did ear of the Tree by Him forbidden. Thar 
Swe geſtion being entertained, begat in them a deſire of 
an unprofitable knowledge; and that Deſire being 
conceived, corrupted into an attnal diſobedience of 
GOD's Command ; whereupon they quickly found 
themſelves to be guilty, naked and miſerable, Their 
former free liberty of acceſs to the Tree of Life was 
obfiruAed, as alſo the influence of many Graces for- 
merly youchſated, and they were turned out of Eden 
. into the World, to ger their living by the ſweat of their 
brows, in painful cilling the accurſed Earth, liable 
both to a corporeal and ſpiritual death : And, fince ic 
was their own choice and defire to know both Good 
and Evil, G OD determined they ſhould experimen. 
tilly know them, and that Priviledge be derived to 
all the Poſterity of Adam, to fatishe their curiofity, 
and make them really and chroughly ſenfible thereby 
of chejr negleRing his Goodneſs, of the Devil's ma. 
lice, whom they believed, and of their own unfaich- 
tulneſs, ingratitude and folly , untill the time were 
accompliſhed, wherein the Seed of the Woman ſhould 
break the Serpent's bead, Drvine Fuſtice did ſo de. 
cree alſo, chat after their excluſion out of Eden for 
diſobedience, there ſhould be Enmiry berween the 
Seed of the Waman and of the Serpent for ever ; and 
a certain ſpace of rime allowed, wherein both righte- 
044 and wicked men, ſhould have an anal as well as 
a contemplative experience of Good and Evil, by per- 
mitting Men, Good and evil Argels, to make iryal 
What their own power, wiſdom, folly, righteouſneſs ot 
wickedneſs could produce, whilftt GO D Rood as it 
were 
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were indifferetitly looking on a Superintendent, to 
prevent ( 2s occaſions would be offered ) what might 
elſe by their miſaQtings, be deftruRtive ro the whole 
humane Natere, to the refidue of his Creatures, or to 
his Eternal Decrees. Ignorance of this Myſtery, and 
not being acquainted wich the concurrant Juſtice and 
Mercy of G OD, revealed in his #ord, inclines 
depraved Men to think and fay, all things continue 
as they were ſince the Creation , and that, ſo they 
ſhall continue for ever : which evidently appears to 
my underſtanding to be otherwiſe determined ; and 
how that long toleration of Wickedneſs from which 
they extra their falſe Concluſion, ſhall ripen ir unto, 
the defiruRtion of ir ſelf, But, becauſe this Myſtery 
hath been long vailed, and is yet beclouded, I will 
exprels che ſame as it hath appeared ro me in this my 
Lonelineſs, that it may help ftrengrhen che Faith and 
Hope of thoſe who can receive it, as it hath fortified 
mine, to the making a large amends for all my Suf- 
ferings. The berter to explain ir, I muſt walk a liccle 
about by the way of Circ#mlocution, that I may fetch 
in ſome collateral Notions, which will be percineat to 
my main Deſign. Slight them not, my dear Bretbren, 
though in ſome Circumſtances I may differ from you 
in Judgement : 'for, if we continue io the Love of 
Chriſt Jeſws, and of each other, that Love will at 
left bring us into all Truth, make all, who are of one 
bowſe, to be of one mind, and cover a multitude of 
other fins, as well as our /gnorancer, Which are not 
wilfully contracted. | 

1 proceed with my promiſed [luſtration., GOD 
eAlmighty (all whoſe ARions are eternal ) when he 
was pleaſed to give a being unto Time, and make 2 
viſible World, ſeemed in ſome reſpeRs, to work ac- 
| COTS. cording 
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cording to the -manfier $; | the becer to ſuit his 
workings; to the natures and eapacitit:&f his Crea« 
tures; 2s by making his ARtings to be rr#porary,and 
that which he could haye pertected in one moment, 
to be rhe work of - fix Ordinary Dayes., Ja which 
time, he having compleated all- Created: things, and 
pur them into 'an. orderly way of procreating- and 


we | continuing themſelves by his aſſifing-Providence, and 
Y | Swperintendency, it is faid he relied the Seventh day, 
oO | andSanRtified it, Nox, that he. needed Reff,, or che 
d } ſetting apart of any portion of Time for-himſelf, who 
h | is LORD of Ererriy,. but in reſpe& only to mar» 
oO, kind, ard to what ſhould: come to pals about the la. 
Y | ter end of T4we. The Confideration of that Reſt, 


and Santtification, diftaced unto -me that which I 
have: diſcovered of the foreſatd Myſtery; inthe Is 
luſtration whereot, I ſhall hint upon -lome particular 
Notions, repugnant to: What hath -been- cymmoaly 


y believed by many good men concerning the $4bb.4:6 
e | wherein I hopeto be as charicably centured, as L.cen- 
h ' ſure thoſe, who fincerely declare their. Judgemeuis, 
0 | though they are not the ſame with mime. . 1 am, not 


of 'their Opinion, who ſuppoſe the--fore- mencioned 
SanRtification of apart, of Time, did imply that. Se- 
venth day, which was afterward Commanded to be 
obſeryed by the Jews. when they were brought out of 
Fyype : For, it is ſaid by Moſes, Deut.g.x5. that the 
Sabbath ac that time injoyned ro be obierved, was 
Inſtitured for a Remembrance of that Deliverance, 
as likewile to preſerve them alwaies mindful. ro be 
merciful to Servants, Cattel and Strangers, as GOD 
was to them, in /youchſafing Reſt and Deliverance. 
from their hard labour, and cruel Taxmaſters, in the 
Land wherein they had been Strangers and Servants - 
G Ar: 
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And ( the Sabbath being =S for man; and not man 
for the Sabbath) it was chiefly for that end Come 
manded, Nor do I think che SanRtifying of the Se. 
venth day at the Creation ( or that which was in- 
joyned to the Jews) implyed the SarQtificacion of 
that which is called che LORD's Day, which is ob- 
ſerved by molt Chriſtians, according to an antient 
cultome fora day of Aſſembling together 1n regard 
upon that day of the week, our Saviour Feſus Chrift 
(with whom the Jewiſh Sabbath was buried ) aroſe 
from Death to Life upon that day of che week, Yet 
I my ſelf do obſerve that day, and acknowledge the 
obſervation thereof (if not Fudaically or 6 
ouſly kept and impoſed) to be a pious Coftem and [- 
Fitntion, as well cending to our edification in Faith 
and good life, by our meeting to hear GOD's Word, 
and communicate in other Pious Duties, as toward a 
fulfilling that'part of the Moral Law, which is con» 
mined in the Tew Commandements, and injoyneth an 
allowance of competent Reſt, and corporeal refreſh- 
ment to Servants, Cattel and Strangers, who would 
elſe be opprefſed by unmerciful Maſters and Owners, 
who either know not how to uſe their Chriſtian Li- 
berty, or are ignorant what is due to the Creatures by 
the Law of Natwre ; and for that reaſon, proviſion 
hach been prudently made -by *the praRtiſe of the 
Church, and by Chriſtian Princes upon penalaes, for 
allowing of certain portion of time, and they are not 
wilfully to be negle&ed, nor ſuperflicieufly ro be ob. 
ſerved ; bur, for conveniency, comlineſs, and order 
ſake, that we may aſſociace 1n the Service of GOD, 
and communicate in holy Duties, at ſuch times, ro 
the edifying of each other : yet over and above thoſe 
fmes, G O D provided a Swpplement for nn 
2h 
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and ſpiritual Cotewplations, by allowing co every \ 
Day, a Night wherein to reſt the body by fleep, and 
to refreſh che mind by Prayer and Meditations, Bur, 
I do not find that the LORD's Day was injoyned. by 
any Evangelical Precept to be vbleryed infiead of the 
Fewiſh Sa bath, and in ſuch manner as that was : Or 
that the ſaid Jew: Sabbath was given at the Crea, 
tion, or at any time face by divine Inſtitution, to be 
an Univerſal Law to all CMankind, or to any of ano. 
ther Nation, ſave only to thoſe who became Fewsfp 
Proſelytes whilelt the Ceremonial Law was in force, 
For, had jt been otherwiſe, then that ſeventh day 
ſhould queſtionleſs, have been univerſally made 
known, and kept without ſcruple by other Nations, 
without changing it into another day, until ic had 
been divinely done by the ſame Law-grver, and chat 
change declared at the promulgation of his ew Cove- 
ant 1n the Goſpel, it being not in the power of any 
other to change his Ordinazces, or to warrant 2 va- 
riation from chem in the lealt Punfil;o, whether they 
concern Faith or Manners, The Obſervation of 
Dayjes and Meats, with fuch-like Ceremonies, had 
their end in Chriſt , and every man is left at liberty, 
as concerning a Re/igious Obſervation of luch things, 
to do as the preſent neceſſity requires, and as he chioks 
himſelf in his own Conſcience obliged : And there- 
fore the Apoſtle implicitly reproving them who pre. 
ſumed to judge 'berween another mans Conſcience 
and GOD ( to whom only he liands or falls as his 
Servanc ) expeReth every one to do as he is perſwad- 
ed in his Conſcience ; and ſaith, Row. 14. He that 
obſerveth a day, obſerveth it unto the LORD, and 
be who obſerveth it not, forbears the obſervation 
thereof in conſcientions obedience ro the LORD alſo : 
G 2 which 


EBT» 1 CPSF-< 
' wineh liberty he would not have given, had a ſer day 


been. effential co rhe morality of che fourth Com. 
mandment.” Therefore I am not offended with any 
one, - whar day ſoever he obſerveth or obſerveth nor, 
Who doth ir/Conſcienciouſly, not Contentiouſly ; nei- 
ther condemning himſelf in that which he alloweth or 
diſalloweth, nor judging uncharitably of others'who 
claim the like liberty of Conſcience. And I hope 
the conſcientious ſanRification of Dayes piouſly er 
apart for Religious Duties, will be rather berter, then 
leſs obſerved, by what I have hitherco,or ſhall here- 
after expreſs; for there be many, to my knowledge, 
who are more zezlous in profeſſing the obleryation of 
this or that day, thea in truly obſerving any day as 
they ought todo ; as alſo of many other Chriſtian 


Duties ; and ſuch Perſons will rake mo offenge at 


WhatI have expreſſed, 

It is alſo to be Conſidered, that the Ceremonial ob- 
ſervation of 2 ſeventh part of rime for the competent 
reſt of mens bodies, and providing due nouriſhments 
and refreſhments for the Soul ( as alſo for pertorm- 
ance of Holy Duties ) neither #, nor was, or can be 
efſential to the merality of Reſt, or of Religious Du. 
ties, but Circumliantial and Ceremonial only , in re. 
gard a due portion of time, or any ſet time for thele 
purpoſes, cannot be juſt the fame portion, or a like 
expedient for all, but muſt be more or leſs, oftener 
or ſeldomer, according to the differing firengths, 
weakneſſes, ignorances, or other defeRts, neceſhiies, 
or occaſions of Individual perſons, who ſnall need the 
ſame ; and who mult cake and be atlowed ſuch times, 
and fo much time, as ſhall be neceflary, and is re- 
quired by that moraliry, which was written 1n the 
hearts of all men, among the reſidue of univerſal 
5 >... _ 
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that Myſtical Sabbath, which GOD is faid co have 
fanRified as aforeſaid, is neither pertinent nor com. 
municable to Beaſts, or meer natural Men; or to any, 
ſave to thoſe Saints who are made one with GOD 
in Chriſt Feſws ; and, who have wrought, and are 
to work with G OD and him, in the ſx dayes of a 
thouſand years a piece, upon the work of Regeneration; 
and in maintaining Good againft E v1l, until it ſhall ob- 
tain the Conqueſt. Theſe things confidered, the ſanAi- 
fying of a more excellent Sakbath, than that which 
was obſeryed by the Fews, or, than that which is 
called the LORD's day, ſeemeth to haye been incen- 
ded by that which GOD is faid to have ſanRified at 
the Creation ; and the Myſtery which I would ſhew 
forth, relating to a confuration of the Error occafioned 
by the long continuance of Wickedne(s and Tyranny 


in the World ( and which was in part diſcovered ui-" 


to me, by meditating the fore- g01Ng Circumſtances ) 
is this ; | 


| GOD, having finiſhed his Work of Creation the - 
hxth day, ( wherein Man was allo made, for whole 


lake the World was made) His Wiſdom fore-ſeein 5 
What the Devil's malice, and humane curioſity would 
produce, by defring the knowledge of Good and & 

vil ; it was his good pleaſure ( all his Operations as 
to things Temporary, being in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure, and a thouſand years with him but as one 


+ day, and one day as @ thouſand years) that, as he had! 


wrought fix common dayes upon the work of Creatior, 
fo his /ntelletual and Reaſonable Creatures, having 


made themſelves work by their Prevaricat;ons,ſhoul4' 


have fix myſtical dayes of a thouſand years a piece, 
according tothe yulgar Accompr, wherein to do thoſe 
"ay works 


— 


Ss... 
Morals at the beginning of time. And the Ref of 


— — 


' complear their knowledge of Good and Evil, accor- 

ding to their longing, as aforeſaid : And the ſeventh 
day which GOD (anRiked after the work of Creati- 
on, is, as I believe, that myſtical day of & thonſand 
years ; or that ſeventh part of time, ( be it ſooner or 
" later ) wherein Chriſt, according to their expeRation 
in the main, whom you call Fift-Monarchy-men, 
ſhall viſibly Reign upon the Earth with his Saints, as 
John hath Prophehed, Revel: 20, 5, Ar which time 
will begin that great and Everlaſting Sabbath, where- 
in they ſhall reſt from theic labours, and wherein they, 
who haye ſeen Chriſt upon the Earth in his Hamilia- 
7109, ſhall there allo behold him in his Glorification, 
ro the rejoycingy of his choſen People, and to the con- 
fuſion of his Adverſaries ; nor in luch a groſs, carnal 
manner, as is fancied by ſome, but as becomes glo- 
rified Bodies ; and as was partly typified, by our S4- 
viours Transfiguration upon the Mount, when his 
Diſciples then preſent, well knew: not what they ei- 
ther taw or faid ; or, as it was at the hour of his 
Aſcention, which is neicher expreſſible or intelligible, 
in the ſtate wherein we now arte, 

During the firſt fix thowſand years of time, Good 
and Evil are permitted to execute their diltio& and 
mixc Powers and Facultits, in working out their ends, 
and in ſtruggling for the maſtery, and manifeltation of 
their Natwres, as they beſt can, in and by all choſe 
who are to them reſpeRiyely inclinable : And, when 
that ſix thouſand years are compleated ( amps 
much thereof only, as the violent fury of the *De+ 
vil, Antichriſt, and their Confederates, ſhall dimi- 
niſh of their own time, within the lalt fox 5howſevd 

years ) 


+1 
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works which they ought to do, or had a defire todo, 
thar ſo they might have a ſufficient time wherein to 
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' us, and his #/ifl be here done as iris in 


+ + Ja 
years ) chen the Widckedneſs of the wicked , the 


* Righteous endeavonrs of good men ( (o far forth as 


i is meerly-their own } and all that ſeems good oy #- 
vil in their own ffrevgth, weakneſs, wiſdom, folly, 
wngodlineſs, or piety, ſhall come to an end, and be of 
no force or elteem : Whereof, the Devil began to 
be afraid, when he ſaid ro Chriſt, Art thow come to 
torment us before the time ? That, ſeems to me, the 
ſeventh day which G O D is faid to haye ſan#tified, | 
and to reſt on after his ſix dayes work aforeſaid ; and, 
in my apprehenhion, che preceding thouſand years be- 
fore that great Sabbath , are the fix myſtical dayes 
wherein men ſhould have permifhion, as 1 faid before, 
to do thoſe works which they had a defire to be do- 
ing, for perfeting their knowledge in Good and £vil 
in this life, after chey had, by diſobeying GOD ia our 
firft Parents, entered into a Confederacy with "the 
Devil, This ſenſe of that Myſtery I received not 
from men, but, by meditating an Interpretation of 
the firlt Chapters of the Old Teſtament, by compa» 
ring them with the laſt Chapters of. the New Teſtas 
ment, and by what I collected out of that Prayer 
which Chrr/# himſelf lefr unco us to be a Pattern of 
what we might abſolutely pray for ; in regard whats 
ſoever Iam caughc by him co pray for, I am warrag- 
ted undoubtingly co believe. Now, according to the 
Contents of that Prajer, 1 do believe, that the Name 
of our Heavenly Facher ſhall be Hallowed upon 
Earth, and his Kingdom come down COOnEY 
FaVen; 

Which can never be until chat great Sabbarh. I be. 
lieve ao, That all who ſeek after his Ki-gdom Which 
is to come, With fracerity in the far{t place, (hall be | 
daily fed with the bread of eternal lite, and ſupplied 
with 


with all things FL inn their Work itt 

-the mean time ; Thar our fins ſhalt be forgiven us, as 
we, by his example, forgive thoſe who have treſpaſſed 
againitus: That in all our Tryals and Temprations; 
'whereby GOD exetcifech our Faith, we ſhall be de- 
livered from whatſoever is evil in them, and be at laſt 
partakers of his. Kingdom, Power and Glory, even 
here upon-Earth where we have ſuffered with him, 
when that great Sabbath, atore-metcioned, begins ; 
and in Heaven for ever, 

Bur, you may think, perhaps to your diſcourage- 
ment the mean while, that time is very far off, becauſe 
by our ordinary Compuration of Times and Years, 
there will ſeem to be about 300 years unexpited of 
the laſtchouſand of thoſe, 6000 years in which Anti- 


chriſt with his AdyMRery of Iniquity was permitted to 


Reign, 666 years,” afrer he had- actaine 


ro his full 


power, Nevertheleſs, let not that infringe the. pati- 
ence of afy ; For, though GOD is abſolure in fulfil- 
ling the times promiſed for the benefit of his E/-f, 
he doth not ſo oblige himſelf ro thoſe times which 
concern the lengthning out the Kingdoms of his Ene- 
mies, bur that they may be ſhortned by their own 
aRions, according to this ſaying ; 7 be wicked live 
zot "out half their time. It is probable, that our 


Chrono 


is defeive, ſome Chronologers differing 


Rs Ent hundreds of years, and they abour 
$0 or 40 years who,difter lealt, Or, if -it were not 
..4o, the time of our ſuffering may be ſhortned for the 
' fake of GOD's Elett, yea, Chriſt hath-[ptomiſed 
 }that ic ſhall be ſhorrned for their ſake, Matth, 24.22, 
\'And probably, the ſhortning the laſt dayes of Tribu- 


"lation, will be occafioned by GOD's permitting his 


and cheir Adyerſaties, to be @ violent and infatuated 


n 
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in their furious RAS 1. malicious Defighs to . 
uphold their Tyranny, when chey feel ic corering, that 
chey themſclves will chereby ſhorten their own time ; 
And that the Kingdoms of the Devil, Antichriſt, and 
the #ori/d will be ſo divided and confounded in theie | 
Dehgnment and. Proſecutions, that they ſhall help 
deſtroy chemſelves and their Kingdoms, by their owa | 
Adtings, and by provoking GOD, ( according to his 
Condit;onal Decrees ) to come in, when Evid. 18 at 
the higheſt pitch of Malignity ;. to make ic evident, 
that by his Power and Goodneſs alone, Good becomes 
prevalent againſt Evi/, And, probably ſome Diſpex- 
ſations of Mercy in that kind, will be vouchſated as 
ro the weakning of Antichriſt's kingdom , berwixr 
this time, and the year 1666, according to: our Come. \ 
pucation afrer the birth of Chriſt; Bur, that Num- 
ber of the Name, or: Power of the Breaſts, whole 
time of tyranoizing is thereby limirted from the laft 
of the rimes' of the _diſtint higheſt Exaltations of 
the two Beaſts, until the full end of their Powers; 
will not be until ſo many years after the Paſſion of owy 
Savonr, if 1 have not miſ-grounded.my Judgment, 
as I belieye I have not, For, at the time of: Chriſts 
Paſſion, the laſt of choſe Earthly Monarchies which 
have oppreſſed the Saivts, was ar the higheſt, an 
ever ſince it hath declined : Their longelt time 0 
continuance ( as I conceive) being myflically nums 
bred out unto them, in their own Neumerals, which 
pur altogether in order, according to their diſtin Vas 
luations fhogly, can make no more, as theſe their 
Charaters demonſtrate, than -M.D.C.L.X.V.I, 
Which is a M, years for the continuance of Heathen 
R omes tyranny, after it was at higheſt, until it was 
| Iwallowed up by that Beaf which aroſe out of ity. 
H ( for, 
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draught of thoſt Cod? 2 Ab he hath vouch. 
fafed me a Taſte, I think I ſhould not repine to under= 
go for his Glory, the heat of thoſe cerrible dayes, 
which are begun, or near approaching : For, I con. 
ceive it will not be much hotrer than the Fiery Frex 
+ {| »ace, which was heated ſeyentold more than uſually, 

|| for Shadrach, Meſech, and Abednegos; and I be. 
leive, that to ſtreagthen and preſerve me, I ſhould 
have the ſame Companion they had in chat Fiery 
Tryal, if ic might be ſo much to GOD's glory. Ler 
not then the length or ſharpneſs of any Perſecution 
diſcourage from a Conftant waiting upon G O D, 
whoſe Grace will be a ſufficient Affittance in all' Pro- 
batrons, Nor lec your imperfe& apprehenſions of 
thole myſterious expreſſions, whereby the eftare of 
that Sabbath or Kingdom, atore-mentioned, is de- 
ſcribed, miſlead you either into a diſtruſt of the re- 
ality thereof, or into any carnal miſ-belief, miſ- 
teachings, or miſ-aQtings ,” by a yain curioſity of 
ſeeking to know further chan is plainly revealed, be- 
fore the time, For, Fancy is apt to make many er- 
roneous repreſentations ; and that which ſhall be, is 
darkly expreſſed, for the exerciſe of our Faith , and 
we can no more apprehend it, as it is ( being in the 
ſtare wherein we yerare ) than Children of a month 
old, can declare what mancer of life they ſhall here 
live, when they come co ripe years, Ir may ſuffice, 
that ſo much is declared and unfolded, by what is 
fulfilled , and ſo demonſtrated by Allufions to things 
of whnch we highly eſteem , that it may afſure us, 
there is an unſpeakable glory and happineſs, prepared 
| for all choſe who believe, and luffer tor Righteouſneſs 
ſabe, Our hight, is yet too weak to behold ic , Our 
hearts are too narrow to apprehend it ; and that ow 

2 O 
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of ' the day, is not yer come, which will manifeſt tg 
any, ſo much as will hereafter be made evident tg 
all, 

Bur, that we may not make our Afﬀictions and 
Troubles greater than elſe they would be, and our 
Conſolations leſs than they might be by our own de- 
faults ; and ſo imbitter our Spirits againſt che Truth, 
and each other, that Repentance and Reformation be 
obſtruged thereby ; and lelt alſo, through defect of 
true Piety rowards G OD, or of true Charity to 
Mev, we be found rather ſufferers altogether for our 
fins, than for Righteouſneſs ſake, to the making of 
our ſorrows endleſs in this life ( as it happeneth 
many) or t6 the rendring of us more wicked and 
cruel, when our Sufferings be removed, than we weref 
before; ro the perpecuating of an unhappy condition 
hereafter : Be pleaſed, for preventicn thereof, to 
take notice of a Triple Memorandum, which Cc. 
ming ſuddenly into my thoughts, I ſhall here inflen 
as neceſſary for us all to take heed of at this time, 
though I know it will diſadvantage me in the opiniot 
of many, The Firſt branch ot it, is pertinent to 
GOD's Glory » The Second, to the Civil Govern. 
ment and Governors Whereto he hath ſubjeRed us : 
And the Third, pertains to all thoſe whom he hath 
put under their ſubjection. Obſerve it well, Oy 
Brittiſh Nations, and repent of your (ins in General 
and Particular, both againſt GOD and Men , eſpe- 
cially of your increnchmenes againſt GOD's Preroge 
tive, and your temporal and ſpiritual oppreſſing ch 
members of his Son Jeſs Chrift, by the diſhonor 
ing of him in his chiet Actributes ; and by the breach 
of your Publick Faith, plighted to Him and his Pee 
ple, againſt whom yery many of us haye, in 

; Judgmen 
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Judgment, much exceeded the Parallel afore-memio- 
ned, and all that I find recorded againſt any other 
Nation. If we expeR a Reconciliation co G OD, 
by a pardon for that, and our other manifold Tranſ- 
grefſions, ler us acknowledge our finfulneſs againſt 
the infinit extent of G O D's Mercy intended to all 
Mankznd in general ( which is the ficlt branch of my 
Memorandums) ahd not limiting it, as many do, ſup- 
poſe they glorifie him in ſo doing, whereas, it is ap. 
parantly to his diſhonour, and will be to the inflaming 
of his Wrath, when there wilſbe molt need of his 
Fatherly Compaſſion. 

For I will be bold to aver (though ſome probably \ 
Will be offended at ir, by whoſe Chatity I have been 
here in parc relizyed ) that the brotherly Love and 
true Repentance whereto I would perſwade, will 
never be effeRually attained unto by chem , who 
knowingly, premeditately, and wilfully perſeyere in 
denying the Univerſal Redemption of Mankind by 
Feſma Chriſt ; ſeeing thereon depends G O D's moſt 
glorious Attribute ; and in regard it is that,tor which 
we are much more obliged unto him, than all the reſt 
of his Creatures, he cannot but be highly diſpleaſed 
With all thoſe who confine the extent ot that Mercy, 
I know many in theſe times ( ſome of them in other 
reſpeRs very good and learned men) who think Znt- 
verſal Redemuption to be a new Dottrine, terming' it 
Arminianiſm and Popery ; bur, it is neither new, nor 
repugnant (as is pretended) to the Orthodox Doctrine 
of Elettion, Predeſftination and the Free-Grace of 
G OD ; nor aſcribes ought more to Natwre by the 
Conſequences thereof, than tends to our juſtifying of 
GOD, and to our ſelf-condemnacion, if that which he 
hath given us be not husbanded, according as he 
5... hath 
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hath and doth enable, The boly Scriptures evidence it 
toall who rightly underfiand them. So far is it alſo 
from being a Novelty ( as ignorant hearers are made 
believe) that it was received and profeſſed for a nece(- 
fary Truch by the Churches of GOD in all Ages fince 
Chriſt's birth,and contradifted by very few in the firſt 
wmes of Chriftanity, Yea, it was believed many 
hundreds of years before Arminius was born, or Po- 
pery had a being in the world ; and will be profefied 
when the Oppotlers and Traducers of that Verity ſhall 
be quite rooted out of the Evangelical Kingdow, It 
is, I confeſs, a Doftrine imbraced by many in the 
Church of Rowe ; but that makes it not erroneous. 
If we renounce all things approved of by Hereticks, 
and which Antichriſt and his Confederates tmbrace 
' andprofeſs, we {hall more diſadvantage the Kingdom 

of ( brift thereby, than they have done by all their 
Hereſies, Idolatries and Superſtitions ; For they ac- 
knowledge the holy Scriptures, and all the Articles of 
our Creed ; and hold (though in unrighteouſneſs) a 
great part both of Aforal and Evangelical Truths, by 
a verbal profeſſhon, and with a mixture of humane 
Traditions ; becauſe, if they did not ſo juggle, they 
could never have been hopefull to efteR what is in» 
rended by their MyHery of Iniquity. It is the well 
counterfeiting of Truth and Holineſs, which mult com- 
pleat the Defigns of Antichrift ; and there is not any 
one fingle Herefie or Wickedneſs Which doth fo ſecret- 
ly and fo milchievouſly ſupplant Chrift; ic under. 
mines the Foundation of that Strutture which open 
Blaſphemics above ground cannot endanger, and hath 
already ſprung ſuch a_Mzre, to the dividing of Lathe» 
res and Calvinifts, ( as they are now termed) that 
they will hardly be reconciled until all Concoyarhes 
are at anend, Ler 
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Let us therefore aeuiider Un what depends upon 
it; how much it concerns the Glory of GOD ; how 
much he is diſhonoured by a conerary belief, and how 
much ic derracts from our own Priviledges and Con- 
ſolations. G OD's Mercy is above all bis Works.” It 
is the Crown and Dignity of the KING of Kings, and 
the Higheſt of all High-Treaſons to clip it. A profeſ- 
ſed denial of the  niverſality of humane Redemption, 
ſeems'to me a curſed Comnter-caflo!, made and ſung by 
Devils, in oppofition to that blefled Nurivity , 
which was ſung by Angels at the Bicth of CHRIST-. 


Glory be to GOD on high, on Earth Peace, and Goo\. 


will to Men. For, how was G OD likely to be glo- 
ried, Peace to be upon the Earch, or his Geod-will 
manifeſted ro Men by the incarnation of his Son, if 
Man's Redemption had not been Univerſal , but 
narrowed, that ic extended to a very few, and thoſe 
few alſo left without affurance chey were of that ſma)} 
number, whatſoever they ſhould endeavour, if there 
ſhould be an Exception from that AR of Grace, as 
many fancy ? Doubtleſs, if ic had been fo, it would 
have given occaſion rather -of bowling than of ſinging, 
and been rather ſad than glad tydmngs, 1n regard of 
that great cerrour Which might have ſeized upon afl 
Maxukind, and cauſed an Univerſal Lamentation, 
when they conſidered how many millions of nullions, 
were certainly expoſed w Everlaſting Damnation ; 
how ſmall a number in poſſibility to be ſaved, and 
how few of their dearly beloved Parents, Children 
and Friends might be of choſe few, for whom Chrift 
took upon him the humane Natwre. Oh ! horrible 
and unparallel'd Blaſphemy ! Bur bleſled be GOD's 
Name, ir is not ſo. When the Children of /ſraef 
were redeemed from their Egyptian Bondage, which 
was 
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not one ſoul, no not a hoof left behind them : Nor was 
one ſoul abſolutely excluded from the benefit of Chriſts 
Incarnation and Paſſion ; but they only, who by their 
own default and unrepented fin, ſhould fall away as 
they did who periſhed in the Wilderneſs, For, GOD 
hath many times, -upon' ſeveral occafions, paſſed his 
Word, to aſcertain the Univerſality of his Love to 
Man without perſonal reſpeAs, where perſonal fins, 
without repentance, have not firſt made the perſon un- 
acceptable, nay, our incredulity hath put him' to his 

« Oath, to afſure every finer ; and if nevertheleſs we 
fill diftraſt him, continue in our misbelief of his Word 
and Oath, and labour to draw others into the ſame 
crime ; It cannot be an ordinary Judgement which 
G OD will at laſt infli& for ſo extraordinary and ſo 
high an aftronc, it being a fin more heinous than Mur- 
der, Adultery, and all other meer-carnal fins pur to- 

er ; yea, more heinous than thoſe the Fews com- 
micted by their . /dolatries, killing the Prophets, and 
erwcifying ( hriſt in the fleſh ; tor the lafi was but a 
ſin againit his Humanity, and their 1dolatries but the 
aſcribing ſome part of that honour to Creatures which 
was due to GOD onely , whereas the limiting of 
G O D's Univerſal Grace in Chrift, with the con- 
commitant Do@tines, and the Conſequences thence 
raiſed , and the imputing to GOD, an eternal Re. 
probation of the greate(t part of Mankind, before they 
had done good or evil, and for thoſe fins alſo, which 
they blaſphemouſly ſay, he neceſinated them to com- 
mir, to ſhew his J«ſtice, and manifeſt his hatred to 
fin, is a diſpoiling GOD of his D;vine Natvre, of his 
Goodneſs, and an aſcribing unto him that which be- 
longs only tothe Devil, Qh che Patience of G - D! 
hat 


was a type of our Univerſal Redemption, there wag 
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What cat: be © kate eveyadion only makes 
Reprbittion older thin the father bt is the Devil; [bur ' 
#maks T'O D allb che Auttior of- His wickediiels, th / 
hitctſficating Hitn to be & Devil X6d evhſequricly Au, 
thive of 2” che widkedbels comidiietd by all: the De. 
vits in Hell, 468 all the wicked rifvn- Upon Barth, \_ 
which appeats w me ſo horrible an Impiety;/ thard | 
wouder hot co 16e the World (0-full bf Placues and 
Sis; and Ying & Sinners become ſech/Flaguts to- 64h 
other us they ate; not can I believe thete will ever 
be leſs Ptaguits where that Blaſphtmy is profeſſed and 
indulged as Ofchodox DoAtine, whit it b& repehctl 
of : not thd1l I tmaryel if my Worily be niifandetiieve, 
zn4 my good meanings wtf-intrpretes, if GOD's 
Word be fo mifiaken, 46d his Love fo ill rewarded. 
I Kaow the bittefnefs 20d unchaticdblents of their 
ſpitit, who ſhall ve obftimare in this Judgrient, -yeriam 
neicher afraid nor aſhamed for any reſpe&ts t6detlare 
my Conſcience herein ; or in whatſoever elſe I chi 
miy concern G © D's Glory ari# che Peace of my 
Cowitry. If I think any to be in an Ecrour, I wfl 
peaceably do the beft I can to rectzim chem, but at- 
tempt nothing to deftroy them ; fot that is an Aut. 
chriſtian Principle, and I abhor it Oh ler ns be 
more heedful tg ayoid ir, and more conſcientious it 
acknowledging our DefiruRtion to be only and origi- 
tally of the Devil and of our ſelves ; 1 confeſs that 
GOD (who would have all men to be ſaved) hath 
ptovided means of ſalvation for all, without exclading 
any, who firſt exchades not himfelf by his perſonal 
fs and impenittncy : and ( that our manifold figs 
may be forgoten) I defire we may henceforward be 
lieve both his preventing and affifting Grace, ſhalt be 
Yuchiated to all thoſe who ſhallask for it in Faith, of 
- Tf I have 
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have fiot wilfully rejected ic being offered. 
In like manner ( for, I now come to the ſecond 
” jbraach of my Aemorandum) if we defire an ex- 

ternal Peace: may be ſctled- and continued ſo amo 

/1us,; that we may ſerve the LORD in Holineſs and 
-Righteonſneſs,- let us. be conſcientiouſly careful chat 
we intrench not _injuriouſly upon the Civil Govern. 
went whereto GOD hath ſubjeRed us, how oppreſ- 
five ſever it ſhall De, or ſcemerth to be unto any of 
us in particular,..during the time whereia GOD gives 
ita Soveraignty over us. For, all Power, was and & 
of him by his. Grace, or Permiſſion ; not only that 
which was Patriarchal in Adam and Noah ; with 
that which was eſtabliſhed for a time in oſer, 
Foſhna, and the Judges of Iſrael ; and that which is 
called Eccleſiaſtical in the viſible Chureb of Chriſt ; 
but: all thoſe tyrannizing Powers, Governments and 
Governors alſo, which have been in the world ever 
fince the Creation until now, were gracious, Or per- 
miſſive effetts of that longing after the knowledge 
of. God axd Evil, which corrupted our firſt Parents, 
whoſe Polterity, were permitted co eleRt ſuch Govern. 
wents and Governors as they belt hked, till ſome of 
them loſt thac Priviledge by their owa folly, as the 
Fews, and others haye done, Thus ic was in all times 
and Nations, after the natural and Paternal Govern. 
went ceaſed by the death of «Adam and Noah, ex- 
cept.that. which was S«pernatwrally Conſticuted over 
the” Jews in the dayes of Hoſes; That, and the Pa- 
ternal Government being conferred , the one” by 
Grace, and the other by Nature, were Branches of 
the Fifth Monarchy ( as many now call the King- 
dems of Chriſt ) which indeed is the A/pha and O- 
mega, the fult and the laſt, ever one and the ſame; 
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in regard, that' Providential Govirmment, which is 


and was in GOD the Father by right of Creation ; 


and exerciſed imperfely by Adxm," Noab, - Miſes 
and his Swcceſſors, was tranſlated to/GOD the Soy, 
who is the only and true Catbolich; King ( though 
Antichriſt hath given that Title to one of his Vaſſhls) 
yea, though this Government hath ſeemed a long time 
ſuſpended, and been intruded upan 'by the Ukurpati- 
on of Tyrants, in molt parts of che'world,”ever fiace 
the dayes of Nimred, he will at aſtafſame his Kings 
dom, and the Govyernmenr thereof,' in his own Pers 
ſon, when the time appointed is come.” In the meun' 
ſpace, his Father and He himſelf, have pertiiitced? 
others ro make Kings, and to 'be Kings and Govey- 
»ors, according as they could efteQ"K by.theirown 
Policy and Power, - This was one ptoduRt of cating 
the forbidden Tree; and of man's deficed krowlzdge 
of Good and Evil ( eſpecially bis experience-/in what 
is evil) hath been much advanced ifi all Nmtions 
and Generations, 'by- the Exorbitances of ſuch Go. 
vernors, and by the Popular Idolizing, and bale flat= 
tering their Kings and Governors into a fooliſh con 
ceir they-were more than\Mey, and bydeifying'thtm, 
as the Romans and others did, until *they-becime 
worſe than Beaſts, and lictle better than Devilerothe 
reſt of ©Moankord'- id which fordid*Flatery ;\ the 
Priefts in all times were moſt infirumental; ' Theres 
fore, G'OD permitted for a puniſhment” of cheir' 
wickedneſs and folly ( and to perfe& their defited 
knowledge of Good and Evil, as aforeſiid ; the 
Kingdoms of the Earth ( as it is laid, Dan, 4, 17,” 
to be governed by the baſeſt of men',- Which will-ne- 
yer be otherwiſe, until the People ſhall reform chem-/ 


| felves by « crye So/f denial , and witil char is fulfilled: 
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which hach been -prebgr is theſe Ferſes 


« A King ſtall willingly un [ef -yn-King » 

©&< And, & La ern Syd. than befere ;_ 
#*.7-be Clergy » 14 contempt rhomelyes will breug 
$ Ard, thereby, Pigty ſhall thrivg the mare. 


_; When 8 Kivg ( ar the Civil Governer Or (iav/ers 
"075,; by wharſaoven Ticle they Reign ) ſÞall quize 
lay aſide all zhoſe_ryranrous Preragazpiver, Which 
were uſurped by the Emperours 29 Kjogs af the Nas 
tianks: who knew got GOD ; and,when they ſhall 


Goyenn accacding tothe divere Law, which he back. 


declared in his: K-augehasd #ord ,. and bad; once 
wriyzen in the beagts of meo, then ſhall a Righteow 
Goternwens be eltabliſhed ; and whea whe Clergies 

reyaric-tiov; (halt bring upon them  genery] Cog- 
_ benapi, ſuch an endeavour will be jn ſcafan,. | When 
_ this comes © paſs, ( which s-Gantingent, ang May be 

ar. not be) Ryghtreoſueſe will begin to flaunſh, '05 


elſe[never, url Chrift aflumes his Unnyſal Kings 


domes Bur, that King or Supream-P awer, who ſhall 
conform to. the fore-going Predittion, ſha)l. be.tho 
Praterrhen, 20d; baye the  bonous of the firit true 
Virerregency.nodes Jeſu Chrifh, within his gwa No 
wviens,. There ſhall the. Throng of Evangelical 
Righteouſnels ft begin 40 be cfiabbſhed; or, at 
lealt,, chere hall be che filt evideas preparation or 
"It oſt! then; be, acknowledged ( Kings and cheir 
Subjeits hog Rene) iba all tbe maichieves 
which bave befallen co. cAfarkind in all Nations, 
have proceeded equally from themſelves; yeu as L 
ſaid before, by GOD's peumiſiive Providence, for +: 


— 
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juſt pyniſhment of their by each other ; and the 
Peaple muſt ſubmit patiently co the yoke, . uptil be 
vaucblaferb ra take it off ; For, as jt bath given 
Wichedzeſs, , Wicked-men, 2nd Devils opportunities 
to magifelt their Natures roward che pertecting of ag 
experimental knowledge in Evil, to their ſhame ; $9, 
ic hath eccafioned allo che manifeliacion of the Ju, 
ftice, Mercy, and Goodneſs of GOD, to his Glory, 
i8 myking good What he had promiſed to his Ele, 
by his Prayidential changing of Gaveraments and Ga. 
uernors, lewing vp, puvlieg down, iplarging or re 
raining, as may bat! condyce to yhe puniſhment of 
Sig, to the encouragement of Ver;ue, co theexerci. 
ſing of the Paticacez Fajch, Humility, ; Conſtancy, 
Love, and otber Gracos of the Saivts ; as allo rothe 
improving in them an experimental knowledge of that 
which is Gaed; together with a dereſtatign of all thee 
is Ewi( ;' that, they might ar laſt overcome Evil with 
Goodneſs : which gives an anfwer co-all choſe Queries, 
which have often Fenn propoſed by the Children of 
GOD, when they have obſerved the Proſperity of 
the wicked; whilli they are afflicted, 

Theſe things confidered, it will be 2. Tranigrefſion 
againft the, Providence. of GOD, it any piizace Pers; | 
ws or;Pgrties, howſoever oppreſſed thereby, (hall. 
enden van by Preaching, Wrong, Or Speakong {edi- 
tiouſly ( much more by avempang is, in, #n Hoſtile 
manges. the ianowating, changiag, or dilurbing the 
Government on Gaterners whereyato. they as tab. * 
jaed z 20d they are Rebels again GQD's Ord, 
ngnce, there being 89, ather ordinary meang left. to- 
the People, who are by them oppreſſed, hue humbly: | 
Petitioning, declaring their Grievances, and pleadin 


log.cheix que Priviledges by legal Proceedings , an 


(79) 
by Appealing to GOD for redreſs of their Suffer- 
ings ; Who doth heed all Opprefſions, and will pro- 
vide Deliverers, as he did for the 1ſraeliter in Egypt; 
when there Was no hkelihood of a Deliverance, For, 
when Princes infatuated” by theit own pride and cor- 
ruption, or by the giddineſs of their young Counſel 
lors, over-voring wiſer men, as appears in Rehoboam, 
ſhall ſo add to the provocations of their Forefathers, 
by their perſonal impieties againſt G O D, or byſo 
opprefſing che People, as Reboboam did, he will ei- 
ther rend from them the hearts of [the greaceſt-part of 
them, as he' did from that fooliſh King, or y. ſome 
other way ; and 'a Remedy will ſoon after follow, 
Without any irregular endeayors,by the private Heads 
or Hands of any one of his Saints; which would 
bur exaſperate their oppreſſots, give them thoſe ad- 
yantages which they watch for, to colour "the utter 
deftroying of thoſe whom they opyreſs, with an ap- 

rance of executing Fwſtice upon them 5 and it 
would defer alſo that Deliverance which is Provi- 
deacially defigned. : TY 
Therefore, not-preſuming as their Counſelor, bur, 
as their Humble Remembrancer, I do hereby defire, 
thac the King and his Cannſelors, as alſo the People, 
might be hereby put ſeaſonably in mind, to\conſul 
-with the Laws of GOD, of Natzre, of * their own 
Nation, and with theit own Conſciences, what they 
. will diate unco them, concerning their Duties to 
GOD, and to each other” in -ſuch Caſes * '*And, 
that they may uſe their rational Faculti#s to that 
rpoſe, 1 offer to their ſerious diſquifition, theſe 
(tollowing Queriers oo 


Ts Whether, 
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i, Whether, that which was not ordamed' for its 
own lake, but for the ſake of that which was pre- 
cedent, and more worthy, ought to be preforred 
before that, for whoſe ſake only it was ordain-. 
ed ? 

2. Whether, there can be Treaſon committed by one 
of any two - Parties againſt the other . between 
whom there #s not a Mutual Truft, and Reciprocal 
Obligation ? | | 

3- Whether, if that Allegiance nd Mutual Truſt, 
which #« between two Parties, be by one of them 
' evidently. infringed, the other be not thereby, ab- 
ſolutely freed from that Allegiance ? 

4. Whether, it be in the juſt Power, of any humane 

Authority to makg that Treaſon, which is not- 

Treaſon by the Law of Nature and Truſt, or 

any thing, to be that which really it is not ? 


' 5. Whether a Whole Nation, or the greateſt part 


thereof, can be guilty of Treaſon againſt their Su- 
pream Magiſtrate, failing of bis Truſt, in that 
for which be was ordained, in the judgment of the 
greateſt number of thoſe who intruſted him , and 
whether they who are Confederates with bim, in 


the breach of that Truſt, and in oppreſſing the | 


People, ought to be reckoned 4s 4 part of that 
People ? , 

6. Whether a conſfiderable part of thoſe People, who 
are peaceable in their lives and converſations, and 
ſeck, nothing but an enjoyment of thoſe Freedoms 
and Rights which belong unto them by the Laws of 
G OD, Nature, a#d the Nation, may not with. 
out juſt blame, Petition to be freed from thoſe Op- 


g Preſions, which are impoſed by humane Lays ; and 


when 


1 ſeſſions, or i the exerciſt of theit Colſtltntds rv: 
ward G OD, according to his Fandameitdl Liws 
muy wot warrdntably ftind non their prar 


( thongh they may not rake wy Off nſtus Arms ) 


- @ well as a private perſon, way Se deferidendo, 

*" exdeaveny to preſerve bis lift, and buy Hereticosy 
Poſſaſſunt, from an —_— Aſailwn, '* which 
Elſe (us -1 ronttive) be is Indemprified by the 
Law of our Nation ? 

7, Whether, all Oaths, Etigzgemedrs, and Covenants 
whaſorvey, taken, entred into and male, by toms 
puter, contrary tothe Liwt of GO D wid Nas 
ture, be not wid ipfo fats, and to be reptnten of 
Faber than kept, when the Conſcience a vithrhly 
informed 2 


Theſe O#eries, beiog rightly teſolved; both Kingy 
ed cheir Sw6jetts may be truly informed how they 
_— ro repulace cheit Jud, tements arid Altings in 

10k ro Exch other, for &o preſeryation of their 
honour, pece, and fatery ; but, private Perſons who 
ſhall undertake ro Refotve chem, will perhaps be 
thought more bofd chan wiſe ; and they will rarely 
| be Refolved impartially, eicher by any Sapream Ma- 
Liſſrate, who's hot a' triie Lovet of Jultice ; es, 
any of the Commonalty, who prefers LiceMtionſyeſs 
re a true Chriſtian, or mavly Freedom; much. 

fs by any of chem, whoſe irregular Coutſer are de- 
ftuMiye ro: their Kings, their Conntry, and ro their 
own well-being, Thetefore, inſtead of giving my 
private ſenſe upon the faid Queridr, I lexyt thi ro 
thoſe whom it more conceris, and adviſe all thoſe 


nw 
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when they who are violently invaded in their Poſe. 
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whot chidk themiſelyes oppreſſed ( by choſe who &y'Þ - 
Fee ne owe. — _ 
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goes 
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- hhder, nnd for the Swpream Power!) 20d art dowbclul 
how to behave themſelves, in ſuch wiſe, chat they 
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| Folly are predominanc, -_ modelily ſoever be doth 


may nbirher eranſgreſs the Ordinances of "GOD, nor 
give occafion of offence to their Governors) to put on 
the pure white Ephod or Surphce of a fincere un- 
byaſſed Conſcience, and repair ro that Crim and 
Thummin, whereby the Secrets of the LORD ate 
in all Rraits and difficulties made Known to fuch as 
fear hin: And, in the mean time, I being neicher 
for ot againſt the Power of Kings, or the Priviledges 
of the People, further than they are agreeable to the 
Laws of GOD and Natwre, will dechre what my 
own practice hath been in theſe late ftaggering cimes, 
hoping it may be of good uſe to ſome, and no way 
hurrful co any. 

Though I have been ofr Impriſoned, and my ho. 
neſt and peaceable Intentions queſtioned upon miſ. 
apprehenfions and mif-informations, I never endea. 
youred ought by FaQtious Confederacy wich others, 
of in my ſtngle Capacity, by Word or Writing a» 
2ainlt the _ Perſon, or Power in being, It is 
otherwiſe affirmed by ſome, who ( 1 think ) neicher 
know what I have done, written, or ſaid, but by 
hear-ſay ; and a Perſon of ſome quality ( who ſel- 
dom read ought ſave ſcurrilous aad obſcene Pam- 

hlecs ) ay me before many, in my abſence, to 
ye been a Troubler and Scandalizer of all Govern 
ments now fifty years, Ahab in ſuch-like words 
charged Elias to be the Troubler of Iſrael, becauſe 
he had reproved his wickedneſs, who was the 
troubler thereof in his time : and che ſame trouble- 
ſomneſs is imputed to every one in his time, who con» 
ſcientiouſly reproveth ice, when Wickedneſs and 


it, 


; EFT "24 | 
it, But, 4f all my a8 Writings, and SpeaXſnga 


. were known and confidered, it would manifcitly ap. 
pear, that neicher my Principles or Endeavonrs ever 
tended to ought, dettrutive or diſhonorable to the 
Supream Magiſtrate poſſeſiing the Throne, but to 
that which was for the preſervation of his honour-and 
fafety, if rightly underſtood ; - and that, I haye un- 
feignedly exhorred others to the like obedience. To 
our preſent Governor, I have no way failed in obedi- 
ence lince his Reſtauration ; and think theſe Nations 
more - than ordinary obliged to that duty, in regard 
GOD hath given them thoſe Governments, and thar 
King, which che greateft number of them defired, 
whea they called him Home unto them from a long 
Exile : As alſo, becauſe, I am confident that mira- 
culous Reſtoration was vouchſafed to be a Teſt both 
of Hiz and our Obedience to GOD's Commands z 
and of our conformity to that which he juſtly expeRs 
ſhould be performed by King and People ro Him, 
and by them reciprocally to each other, According 
to proof thereof upon the Teſt, ſuch will be che 
ſequels reſpeRively to all Paries ; for I am not de- 
ceived in the Say- Maſter ; nor is this uawatantably 
declared by me, thougtit my ſelf am bur one in the 
Furnace of Pwrgation and reg + among the relt, 
GOD brought in the King wichout blood-ſhed, and 
without being ingaged to any ( except only in a few 
Promiſes upon the word of a King ) that he might 
depend on GOD only, and diſpenſe Juſtice and 
Mercy imparctially to all : which my hope is he will 
do, whea he is diſ-intangled from ſuch inconvenien. 
cies thereto obltruftive, as his late troubles occafſio- 
ned; and when he is berrer acquainted wich the 
temper and coliſtirucon of theſe Nations, to which 
he 
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7 
he was long a ſtranger; even from his Infancy, T pray 
GOD, chat neither our fins, nor his own, nor their 
Atngs who are to him what the Sons of Zerviah 
were to David, prove hinderances thereunto, by big- 
ing too hard for him ; of which 1am ſomewhat fear- 
ful 


This brings to mind the third Branch of my Ae. 
morandamatore-mentioned, which I had almoſt for= 
gotten, and which concerns thoſe, as aforeſaid, 
whom GOD hath now put viſibly under ſubjeRion 
to-him, and whoſe diftempers were much allayed'by 
many fair Promiſes ( or pretendings at lealt ) that 
they ſhould enjoy their Conſciences, and thoſe ciiaces 
which were granted ( and as they thought ſecured) 
unto rhem by the Publick, Faith of the Nations, The 
negle& of Performance to thoſe purpoſes according to 
expectation ( though outward clamots were upon 
vain hopes awhile, calmed ) may have evil etteRts 
When leaſt feared » For, Urfaithfulneſs and Un- 
mercifulneſs GOD will avenge, chough men wink 
at it ; eſpecially a National unfaithfulneſs ( 1f 'nor 
repentedand fatisf-d tor; ſeaſonably in ſome meaſure} 
whatſoever colourable excuſes may be alleaged,. will 
be avenged, as is manifeſt in the Caſe of the Gibes- 
mites,” All the Three Nations are engaged by theie 
Common Faith, given in pledge direRtly or indireQly, 
both for the Liberty of Conſcience in relation to 
GOD, and for making good in ſome proportion choſe 
Debts and Contrats, whereunto maiy were drawn, 
under Pious and Civil prerences, authorized by that 
viſible Power which was then in being, and countel 
hanced and fubmirred unto, by the moſt eminent Per- 
ſons of- 211 Degrees, Judgements, and Profeſſions, as 
well as by the greatelt number of the People, without 
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aty- open cottradition ; Thereupon, they contribu» 
ted their Eftates: for ſupport of that, which: they 
t a lawful Power, even to the ruining of mg» 
ay of their Families ( as it bath fince happened ) 
who ſubmited thereunto conſcientiouſly in the funpli. 
city of their hearcs ( as many others did by compul. 
fin, and ſome for fnifter reſpeRs ) in obedience 
' only to them, who aRed in the Name of a Lawful 
Supream Authority, Which ig reaſog excuſes them, 
who are not to judge the Atings of their viſible Sus 
periors, ſubmitced unto by the whole Nation, ,or the 
eaceſt part thereof as aforeſaid. . The Power now in 
- as, rogether with many eminent Members of 
the former Power ( ſeemingly at leaft to be concur- 
gent ) did, if I and many other miſtake not, volun- 
ny precend, both before and. after the Rygſtoration 
of this Power, to indulge texder Conſciences, and to 
make ſome campetent ſatisfaction to them who had 
conſcientionſly hazarded their Pcrfons, and truſted our 
their Eſtaces,as aforeſaid ; and who juſtly expeR that 
their Loyal ſubmiſſion wichour blood-ſhed ſhould be 
rewarded according to explicite or implicite Promiles 
and Declarations, wherein they confided ;z and for 
which ( hoping it will be ar laſt performed ) they do 
patiently ſuffer in the mean time, beſeeching GON 
to remove the Confuſions and Burthens, wherewith., 
al they, and many other in theſe Nations, are at this 
preſent oppreſſed and involved. Now then, that their 
and our Prayers may be effcAtual to incline G OD 
to have Mercy upon: us all in general, ler the negleR 
of that expeRed /ndulgenre be taken into confi 
tion, and fornewhat be performed according to what 
is hoped for, to teſlifie oar thankful I 
the large extenc of GOD's Mercy both to King 
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People, 
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People, for 'bringing us fo A into 2 Way of 
Reconciliation, which may poſſialy be perfected and 
contiaued,, if we prudently and gratetully perſueic, 
and not make our (elyes liable again co thoſe great 
debts and ixeſpaſſes which were forgotten, by cakicg 
our Brethren by the throats, for failings leſs confider- 
able, and by unmercitul detiroying chem and their 
Families, eſpecially, by being ſevere unto them for 
ſeeming deficiences relating to GOD and the Conſci- 
ence, with which none have ought todo, bur GQD 
only, who is the proper Judge berween Himſelf and 
mens Conſciences, But, for ought I perceive, every 
Diſſenting Party, is, and will be Judge in his own 
Cauſe, whomſoever elle ic concerns, And weare all 
I confeſs, even the beſt of us, ſomewhat over- byaſſed 
as to Self-Intereſt., Princes and their Comcils will 
be ſole Judges of that which they think concerns the 
Peace of their Kingdoms and Selt-Intereſt ; Prelates 
and their appurtenat Officers, will be Judges of that 
which chey conceive pertains to the Diſcipline of their 
own Church, and their temporary Dignicies ; and 
Conſcientious men, ſuppoſe chemſelves -as competent 
Judges, next under GOD, of what belongs to the 
eace of their Conſciences, as either of rhe former, 
and reſolve to a& according to their own judgements, 
or to fufter what ſhall be impoſed upon them 2 For, 
as their Perſecutors may peradyencure fay as the 
Jews did when they Crucified Chriſt, chat, they bave 
# Law, by which theſe ought to ſuffer ; So they may 
ay, that GOD and Nature have Laws, by which i 
owght to be otherwiſe ; and to thoſe Laws they may, 
aad I do for my part, appeal. Let therefore, if it be 
ſo, theſe three Nations ſeek unto GOD, as one 
man, and humbly Perition che King, in his own _ 
10n, 
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ſon, that, to eſtabliſh his 
Publick and Private Grievances may. be impartially 
and efteually conſidered hereafter, and nor lighted 
as heretofore, That, in things relating ro GOD and 
the Conſcience, men may be governed according to 
his divine Law only ; and in all Civil Matters, by 
ſuch humane Laws as the People have choſen, and 
ſhall chuſe, agreeable to the Word of GOD and the 
Law of Nature, Which Exhortation I propoſe not 
to ingratiate my felt either wich the People, or the 
preſent Government to any ſelf end : For, the Re- 
ſtraints and Swfferings which have been impoſed on 
me, have been more adyantagious than all the Ze- 
berties or Preferments they can confer ; and were I 
pur” to chuſe, whether I would enjoy the greateſt 
earthly Glory, or be expoſed to the greateſt earthly 
Torments for a good Conſcience; I would as ſoon 
chuſe the later as the firſt, if GOD might be "more 
glorified thereby : Indeed, I would chuſe neither of 
chem; becauſe I know not in which of thoſe eftartes T 
ſhould moſt honour God ; bur leave itabſolutely un- 
to him, to diſpoſe of me as he pleaſeth ; and will not 
defire ( muchleſs attempt) any thing for my perſonal 
ſecurity, or for_enjoyment of my Conſcience , by 
any unjuſtifiable aR. 
: Ir bath been ſaid, That the Kingdow of Heaven 
* mwirſt be takgn by violence , yer, let us now be cauti- 
ous that we ſeek not to make paſlage into it, ' by a 
| Carnal violence, and by the Temporal Sword ( Which 
Sword Belongs principally to -the Kingdoms of this 
World ) left we periſh by that Sword as many'haye 
done. Our Saviowr ſaid to Peter, when he ſmore off 
the ear of Malrbms in his defence, Pat wp the Sword : 


for in truth it-was not then in ſeaſqn, nor is ſonow. . 


Had 
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Had either a hatural or a ſupernatural Reſiſtance beea 
then ſeaſonable , our blefled Saviowr ( 2s he at that 
time faid ) could have prayed to his Father, and have 
had wore than rwelve Legions of Angels immediately 
ſeat unco him for his Reſcue. Thoſe Angels, when 
the rime appointed comes, Will appear under the Con- 
dut of Michael their Arch- Angel, to do that exe- 
cution upon the Uſurpers of Chriſt's Kingdom, which 
hath beca long fince foretold, and which we daily 
pray for. The Weapons of onr Warfars are not Cay- 
val; nor ſhall the Conqueſt which we expe, be ob- 
tained by any other Sword in the hands of the Saints, 
but that 7 wo-edged Sword, proceeding out of his 
Mouth, whom Johz ſaw ſtanding between the ſeven 
ny Candleſticks, ſharpned by the Faith, Hope, 

ye, Patience, Prayers, and Conſtancy of the 
LAMB's followers ; which Conquelt at or about 
the end of the laſt of thoſe ſix dayes, aforeſaid, of a 
1000 years a piece ; or at the ſhortning of that day, 
and at the beginning of the great Sabbath, which 
G OD ſandtified at the Creation, will be accom- 
pliſhed. Till that time, the Saints are patiently ro 
wait upon GOD, and permit his Enemies to enjoy 
their time, without grudging or fretting at their pro- 
ſperity, as David counſels in his 37 Pſalm. In order 
to their final DefiruQtion, ſome proceedings will e- 
very year be made, whillt the fxth YV:al is pouring 
out ( and which is already in a great meaſure dit. 
fuſed ) and probably a ſignal progreſſion, in ſome e- 
videgt particular, will be youchlated berwixt chis and 


. the end of 1666 years after the birth of Chriſt ; 


and be compleated at or about the end ( as I have 
before declared ) of the thouſand fix hundred fxty 
and fx'h yeas after his Paſſion, if the Foundation of 


ti 
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my Calculations fail not. * "The  Plorets in then 
Courſes are moving toward thoſe Conſtellations and 
Influences, which will ſhattly demonſtrate they arg 
fighting for the People of G OD agtinſt their Ene# 
mies, as they fought againſt Siſera and his Army 
and when - GOD deſtroyed the Hoſt of five Kings 
with hailftones, who Warred againſt the Gibzons tex; 9 
whilſt they wentunder the Proteftion of Foſhwa- But) } 14 
we haye 2 ſurer Word to truſt unto than the Book of |} V 
the Creatpres ( whoſe CharaRers' our* Folly hath F re 
now mage obſcure » even GOD's written Word and} #7 
Spirit 5 and the Prophefies in that Word _—_— al 
will ſhortly be fulfilled ; -and chen che knowledge 
Good and Evil, as to all ſublunary,chings, being expe- } 
rimentally known in full, fuch an end will be put to 
all their ſtrugglings for che Viſtory, chat our Scoffers Br 
will from thenceforth no more ſay, or think; thar all P: 
things are to continue as they are; but they who | pe 
now inſolently perſecute che Saints, will, miſcrably 
aftrighred , ſneak into Dens and Cayerns of the If 
Earch) wiſhing the falling Mountains might cover 
them from his Preſence whom they have perſecuted by 
and deſpiſed, GOD's white Banner hath been,dif- Er 
ma wy among us a long time heretofore, to inyite us wy 
y fair means to come in, and make our peace : His wh 
Red Colours are now hung forth, and though it hath thy 
already,coft us much blood and treaſure, we return 
not unto him; and if we delay it until his Black 
Flagg be ſet up, it will be then too late to Retrear don 
without a miſchief : for, rhey who are to come upon Þ 1, 
the black and pale Horſes, will immediately follow 
to do execution, _ 
It is high ame to look about us, and take heed. 
what this Spirit ſanh unto the Churches, typified ” 
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7 and 3 4 become an habitation of Devils, and a recep- 
L 


8 )) : 


as ( . 
* the ſeuen {hurches in eAfe, wherein the fate of 


the moſt eminent Congreyations, Which are Mem- 
bets of the Catholith {burch in all Ages, are con 
cerned ;/ as is alſo that Eziverſal Church in all the 
Contents of St. Foby's Apocalyps, throughout her 
ſeveral Ages, unril.the end of the Myſtery of Im. 
quity, The fxth Trumpet ( as I believe) hath 
ſounded; and is yer ſounding. The third great #s 
will come forth. A Myftical Eartbquaks hath al» 
ready (ſhaken down 4 Tenth part of the malignant C:- 
ty: The Nations, being both aftrighted and angry, 
ate labouring to repair the Breaches, and have.-part= 
ly skinned over ſome of their putrifying Wounds; 
with Patches and Plaiſters; and like the old Egyp- 
tens, ( their true types) encreaſe the works of 
Bondage arid Slavery, to the ſuppreſſing of GOD's 
People, within their Juriſdictions, becauſe they 


| perceive them endeavouring to ſeparate from 


them: But, the time is near, wherein the true 
Iſraelites, and their Oppreſſors, will receive the Re- 
wards reſpectively prepared, and due unto them 
by GOD's Judgments promenced againſt the one, 
and his gracious Promiſes to the other ; though his 
Enethies firuggle yer againſt him like Pharoab and 
his Armies in the Red Sea, when their Chariot- 
Wheels were taken off, and while the waves on ei- 
ther ſide ſtood heaped up ready to (wallow them. 
The Grand City, being divided into three parts, will 
ere long fall, with every ſubordinate Power, King- 
dews, City and Society thereto belonging; and wo to 
all them who have not ſeparated from her by re- 
tance, Her abomunations are come into remen- 
ance before GOD, Her fins are almoſt fall ripe, 


racle 
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tacle for every unclean bird k all Nations have drank 
the Cup of her Fornications, and are beſotted and be- 
witched with her Sorceries and Inchantmenti + The 
Merchants of the Earth are enriched by the abundance 
of her carnal Delicacies, and by ber Traffick, in ſpiri- 
tual and temporal Merchandizes, for they have traded 
together, not only, for Gold, Silver, Pretions Stones, 
Pearls, fine Linnen, 'Silks, Purple, Scarlet, Veſſels 
of Braſs, Iron, Wood, and Marble, Spices, Odonrs, 
Oyntments, Oyl, Wine, Wheat, Beaſts and Chariots, 
but alſo for the Bodies and Souls of men ; according to 
what was propheſied ; pretending to ſettle upon 
tacir Chapmen, Pofleſhons in Heaven, that they 
might cheat them and their Heirs of their Inheri- 
. ances upon Earth, Their Formal Devotions being 
of the ſame nature and value, with ſuch as were in 
uſe among the old Heathen Idolaters ( and for the 
moſt part borrowed from their Idol Temples ) will 
not avail them 1n the day of their Vifration ; but 
be calt out as unholy things, fat for nothing but to 
be trampled under foot and deſtroyed, with all 
thoſe Trumperies which the Founders of the My- 
#eryof Inquyy have raked together out of Fudaiſm 
and Gentil:iſm, to trim up a will-Worſhip, They, 
who dote en them, ſhall periſh with them, and 
GO D's People whom they now oppreſs and re- 
proach, ſhall be delivered f:om their icorns -and 
oppreſhons, 

IF they, with whom G OD hath intruſted the 
Civil Power, (hall joyn wich her in oppreſfling- his 
People, he himielf will deliver them from all 
their oppreſive Actings and Conftiturzons,- who by 
a corrupt exeiciſe of - their Authority, are more ol 
leſs at enmity With his Kingdom ; and _— 
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83 
of his Saints, as turbulent and ſeditious Perſons, 
for profefſing their Conſciences, and not complying 
with them in their Abominations, and vain Inventi- 
ons, repugnant to the di&ates of his Word and 
Spyrit, who is their Soverarign Paramount : Yea, (0 
many of 'the C:vil Governors and Magiſtrates, as in 
their publick or perſonal aQtings, adhere finally to 
Antichriſhaniſm in the eſſentials thereof, ſhall be 
therewith deſtroyed : - But, they who Conform to 
the Kingdoms and Government of Chriſt, ſhall be 
thereunro admitted, and therewith honoured. Be 
wiſe therefore, O ye Kings, and learn what ye are to 
do, you that are Judges of the People ; Let not the 
Kings and; Rulers of the Earth, bind themſelves toge-= 
ther in their Counſels againſt the LOR D and his A- 


nonted, nor the murmuring Pevple imagine vain things; 


.: For, GOD who hits in Heaven derides their attempts, 


and mangre all their oppoſition, will ſet his King upon 
the holy Hill of Sion, Plal. 2. Amen. 

Theſe things conſidered, our future Repentance 
and Reformation will not alone conhilt in forſaking 
our Tranſgrefſions againſt th: moral Law, and the 
impudent prophaneſs whereof 'we are guilty, by 
meer carnal fins, but in timely difl:rting alſo every 
ſpiritual wickedneſs, by coming out of Babylon, and 
defilting from complying with aer, and eſpecially 
by razing out the Mark of the Bealt, if we have in 
any mode received it ; which is not to be perſorm- 
ed by a local departure or ſeparation ; but, by a re- 
linquiſhment of their Superſticions and Idolatries, 
and by avoiding the wet of the Beaſt,” both in the 


hand and forehead, which I conceive not to be any 
thing forcibly impoſed upon men. againſt their 
wills, as Oaths, Stigmatizings, or Confornuty with 

"A them 


( 34 
them in things indifferent, But, I judge that 
AMark, to be a voluntary approving the Power of 
the Beaſt, and an adhering to him or his /wnage, by 
juſtifying their tyranniesg, profeſſing theix Idola. 
ries, and by openly or ſecretly perſecuting the fol- 
lowers of the LAMB; For, theſe Qualihcations 
knit together with an &c, will make ſuch a perfe& 
Charatter, whereby to diſtinguiſh them from the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, that they ſhall be priviledged 
to buy and ſell, or to enjoy any place of Power, 
Honour, or Profit within his uſurped Juriſdiction, 


which he exerciſeth, at ſeveral tmes, and under - | 


various Notions : For, I conceive, that the firſt and 
ſecond Beaſt, mentioned in the Revelation, as alſo, 
the Image of the Beaſt ; The Shartet Whore, with her 
Cup of Fornications ; The Red Dragon , The Falſe 
Prophet, the ſeven Heads, the ten Horns, the ſmoks 
winch aſcended out of the Botromleſs Pic, and the 
Locufts proceeding out of that ſmeak, do all toge- 
ther make up but one Myſtical Body of Inzquity, as it 
was by degrees produced, , ative and manifelted in 
ſeveral times, according to the true nature thereof 
in every particular part. The firſt Beaft, being the 
fourth and laſt humane tyranny, deſcribed by Daniel 
in the laſt of. the four Beaſts, whereof be had a Vi- 
hon in the Raign of Belſhazer, is that Monlter out 
of which all the Appurtenances of the ſaid 24yſtery 
tuccelhvely branched. - The ſecond Beaft is that 
mixcure of temporal and ſpiritual Oppreſſions and 
Wickedneſſes which ſprouted up from the farſt, by 
Sa anical Delufions and flefhly Impeſtures : Itis 
call :d the Image of the Braſt, becauſe of the mani« 
fold reſemblances which at retains of heathenith- 
Rones Caruglties, Pride, and Superſtinions ; =_ 

| | their 
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their forming of it into that /mage, was partly ( as 
I judge ) to colour and countenance their Novelties 
and wicked /mpoſtures with an appearance of venc- 
rable Antiquity, and with a ſenceſſive Authority, 
which is one of their chief boaſts; andit was part= 
ly to (haze alſo among themſelves the Digmities and 
Profits, which were formerly enjoyed by the Fla. 
mines, Arch-Flamines, and other Prieſts among the 
Gentiles, who had large Priviledges and Poſſeflions: 
It is exprefled by a Ked Dragon, in eſpe of the 
bloody Perſecutions thereby raiſed in the Primerove 


f { burch; It is called a Whore arrayed in Scarlet, 


with a golden cup of Fornications in her hand, to figni- 
fie the- carnal Pompe and Pleaſures whereby it 
(hould infatuate and-bewitch the great men of the 
World. Iris likened to a Falſe Prophet, to inti- 
mate the counterfeit Santtity and Gravity, whereby 
it /hould delude feolith Kings and Nations : The 
Smeke aſcending out of the bottomleſs Pit, implies 
the Jugslings. and Sophiſltications, whereby they 
ſhould bectoud the Truth, and darken mens under- 
ſtandings with fictitious Glofles and falſe Interpre- 
tations. The Locuſts,prefignified that innumerable 
company of Locult-like unprofitable Cardinals, 
Abbots, Prelates, Monks, Fryars, Jeſuites, and 
ſuch-like devouring Animals, as were afterward 
bred and brought forth in that ſmoke, and now 
ſwarm 4nto every part of the World, to the de- 
vouring,, not only of the Fruits of the Earth, but 
to the deſtroying of the Fruits of Grace likewiſe, 
in the bud ant bloſſome. The ſever Heads, figni- 
hed their uſurping o/d Rowes claim of Supremacy, 
over all Kings and Nations in the Eazth, when hex 
ſevtn Hills wore the Imperial Crown. Tho teu 
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Horns may betoken, that addition of temporal Power, 
which it would acquire by ſubjeAing and enfſlaving 
Kings, Kingdoms, and Republicks, to the throne 
of Amichrift ; and by joyning the temporal Sword, 
to the imaginary Keyes of St. Peter, until the groſs 


" Impoſtures of that man_of Sin, or myſtical Whore, 
*. thould be by them diſcovered, as they willbeere 


41ong, provoking the Kings of the-Earth rather out 
of ſelf reſpets, then in any regard of Chrifts 
Kingdom, to begin to hate the Srrumpet, and prey 
upon her fleſh, 

I am ſuſpicious, that I may be ſuddenly deprived 
of the Means and Liberty which 1 yet have to ex- 
preſs my.mind in publick ; Therefore, being un. 
willing, to leave unmentioned any Ngt:on coming 
at this time to my Remembrance, whereby Reper- 
rance may be haſtened; (Concord increaſed, and 
things prevented which may be deſtruQive to com- 
mon Peace ; And, in regard, teeming Tranſgreſſuons, 
are or may be at this time occaſioned, by the Im. 
poſing-and Refuſing of Oaths, to the multiplying 
of troubles and Impriſonments, not only upon pe - 
ſons, who are thought unpeaceably aff:Red, but, 
to the oppreſſing and total ruining alſo of many 
innocent Families, whoſe Maſters are conſcient- 
onſly afraid of 'all Oaths; 1 am reſolved { not- 
with(tanding it may be to my perſonal diſadvan- 
tage.) to declare my Judgment concerning that, 
and ſome other Particlars, which I conceive- may 
conduce to the diſ-inſnaring of many, Whoſe mi(- 
underſtandings have expoſed themſelves and others 
to ereat hazards, My perſonal refuſing or taking 
6f ſuch Oaths, as T hear are tendred, cannot bring 
either outward detriment or profit urito me, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe, I have neither Eſtate or Liberty, which will 
be thereby loſt or ſaved, nor ſo much as hope of any 
future Preferment in the World ; therefore ( with= 
out ſelf-ends) I do voluntarily declare, for the 
ſake of others only ( not judging the'Conſciences 
of any who are of another opinion ) that I think, 
if the Supream Power, or Perſon, bz doubtful upon 
probable grounds, of any SubjeRs Loyalty, they, 
or he, may for their own, or the Publick ſecurity 
and ſafery, require it by an Oath, ſo far forth as 
the Laws of GOD, Nature, and the Nation, do 
oblige or permit. For, Allegiance and Fealty are 
due from all Subje&s, to the Power, and Perſons 
whom G OD hath ſet over them, ſo long as he 
continues a viſible poſſeſſhonary Power, able to 
Prote&-them out of an Uſurpers hands ; yea, fo 
long as he is preſent with them to encourage them 


1n their Loyalty by his Righteous actings or Sufter- 


ings :' therefore, I know no reaſon, why an En- 
gagement by Oath ſhould be denied to him or them 
who have bound themſelves by the like Obligation 
to be their Lerge Lords, and to Govern them ac- 
cording to the Laws of GOD and their Country. 
Upon this conhderation, I never refuſed the Oath 
of Allegiance, to any poſſeſſlionary Power or Perſon, 
claiming or exercifing a Soveraign Authority with- 
out oppokuon ; and I conceive I deferved as little 
blame in ſo doing, as is ulually imputed to the In- 
habirants of a befieged City, ſubmutting to their 
Conquerors, , when they are over-poired by an E- 
nemy, and diflerted by their Officer im Chief ; far 
who 1s bound to refilt, when the LO RD of Hoſts 
appears againſt them > Of the Oath of Supremacy, 
I made as little ſcruple : For, as I m—_— - 
an 


clufion of all Forre:gn Powers; if (as I thinkitis) 
it be the ſame Oath which was: heretofore tendred 
to me when Twas a Commſſtoner of the Peace, That 


Oath, as I remember, enjoyned an acknowledge: - 


ment of the King's Power over all Preſons within 
his own Dominions,as head Governor, ſubordinate 
to Chriſt only, in all Cauſes whatſoever , whether 
Ecclefiaſtical or Civil; and not, as many fancy, 
that he hath a Power over the Cauſes, gr a 'Co-bead- 
ſhip with Chriſt; for, theſe were ridiculous Claims 
and Acknowledgements, in regard no Natwral or 
Politick-bead- can ſuit With the Spiritual and Myſti- 


cal Body-of Chriſt Jeſms, nor the Power of any ' 


Earthly King make a Righteous Canſe to be unjuſt, 
or an unjuſt Gs e to be nohteous ; though ir be too 
often, made ſo to appear by an abuſed Authority z 
of which abuſe, there is at this preſent great likeli- 
hood and jealouke touching a Cauſe now depend- 
ing and relating to Perſons 1n this Jayl, wherein I 
am a Priſoner ; and I amſuſpitious that ſomewhat 


1s endeavouring, Which may redound to the diſho-" 


- nour of GOD and the King, All Oath given or 
taken contrary to Law, being void ipſo fatto, as 
ſoon as they are taken, ought to be repented of, b 
thaſe who rook them either ignorantly or ecard 
fear, and make them "to be the greatvs offenders 
who Impoſe them, though that doth not totally ex- 
cuſe the Takers of ſuch Oaths, upon compulſion, 
Indeed, fo little regard is made of Oaths in theſe 
cayes inmany Cales, eſpecially by Witnefſes and 
Fwrors in Courts of Judicature, that it was never 
more truly averred of any Land, than now of ry 
c 


(and as King Fawer expounded the ſame ) it ins 
tetids no more than the other, except only an ex: 
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that in munrnith becauſe of Oaths : For every man's 


Eſtate, Life and Credit, is in hazard, by Suborners 
and falſe Witneſſes ; inſomuch, that it were well 
with us if the ſeverity of Tennes,: and T enedia Bi- 
s, were here revived, to terrifie Forſwearers 
and falſe-Witneſles ; leſt impudent perjur'd Per- 
ſons ſwear honeſt men out of all they have. An 
Oath, though it be;abuſed, is the uſual and lawful 
medixon, 'bath by divine and humane Authority, to 
evidepce Truths in Controverfie between man and 
man, and relating to the Common Peace ; and in 
my Judgment,not unlawful in private Differences, 
when in Charity and Reaſon it is needful to aſcer- 
tain matters of Conſequence, the doubcing where- 
of may be hurtful to him, who 1s incredulous of 
what is afhrmed, or elſe of what may be injurious 
to another perſon : For, though our Saviesr ſaid, 


| that whatſoever in our Communicatios ( to which 
| his words are to be reſtrained ) is more than YEA, 


and NAY, cometh of ev1l ; yet a further Aſſeverati» 
on may not be abſolute{y evil, being necethitated ei= 
ther by an evil Cuſtom in him who Swears when - 
there is-no need of an Oath; or elſe by an evil 
cauſleſs diſtruſt in the Hearers ; and therefore in 
ſerious Matters ( as it appears by (hriſt's own 
practice in ſuch caſes) more is ſomerimes requiſite 
than a bare Afeveration. The word Yerily, double 
( which is equivalent with /nfa:th, and ntroth in 
our lavguage ) was often added by him in his Affr- 
mations to- confirm them ; and the former may, 
without - juſt blame, be otherwhile added by us, 
though many ( who do therein, as.it were Tithe 
Mint aind Annis ) ate offended at ſuch additions, 


1gnorantly ſuppoſing them to be Oaths, 
M Never- 


(9) | 

' Nevertlicleſs, I ami'ſo rerider'sh offending«heir 
Coniciences, who ſcruple at ſich Niceries, tharI 
dery my ſelf liberty; even inf many'ſuch' indifferent 
things, except I cauſitally Nip*ints them throvghy 
ihadvertericy ; and F judge ridt uncharicbly of 
thoſe whb/dare nt Swedr at ol, becaiſe; they have 
4 written Word intncins chant t6 be of thatJudg- 
ment, James F.' #2; Whete it is ſaid, About al 
things, Swear nit; neither by Heaven, nor by Barth, 
or by any other Oth ; bat, let your Tea bd Tea, and 
Joar Nay, Nay ; Which ſeems to'be a Caution a- 
ozinſt alt Oarths whatſoever, in the underſtanding 
of ſome, bur not in mine :-nor do I thimk this 
Scripture is to be limitted ( as fome have 
thovght ) to. Proimifſaty Odths, in regard there is no 
word in the Text, or Context, to warfarit ſach ary 
Interpretation. Pethaps, that which is offetfive 
in Oaths, tonififts mote in the Circomſtances or 
Formilicies, than in what is by them eſſentially 
ifhrended ; 1 think therefore it would be a Proviſion 
worthy a Chriſtian Government, and would be more 
ſarisfaCtory to thoſe whom it ebhcerns, than the 
Teſtimony of a Pter uport his Hoxonr, ('Conſci- 
entious men deſerving at leaſt as fmuch Credit and 
Priviledge, upon thxir bare word, as the other by an 
empty Title ) if for an Expedient it this caſe, a 
Law were enacted, whereby the Teſtimony of thoſe 
Perſons, who are Conſcientiouſly afraid of' Sweur- 
ing, may be taken for a legal witneſſing of the 
Eruth, z ah atteſtation pon rheir word only, 
evidenced by ſome ſuch ation as the lifting vp of 
the Hand, wirtiout the uſual Formalities of «td Owrh; 
upon the ſanie Penalties Which 6ar Laws inflict on. 
perjnr'd Perſons ; whe deſerve mt leaft, whe "or 
| ans 
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Pains or Muldts, which may-befall to other men 
by their:Balſhood. This, I typpoſe, will diſpleaſe 
no reaſonable or conſcientious man, in. regaid none 
pughtto think that they are not in conſcience oblig'd 
to Aſſert the Truth in Controverfies between man 
and man, or in matters relating to publick, Juſtice, 
or common Safety, when it tends not. to an Accu- 
hang of..themſelyes: And, I have this charitable 
belief of the greateſt pumber of them, who make 
Conſcience of Swearing, as aforeſaid, out of meer 
.Conſcientiouſneſs, that they will be more truffy 
in their Adlertions, and moxe; Loyal to the Supream 
-Power (though it favour'd them not ) upon their 
-bare-verbal Engagements, than the greateſt part of 
themwill be, who voluntarily take, or impoſe Oaths 
by © Compation on other men. I am aflured alſo, 
-that 'G O D.will not; hold them guiltleſs, ,who by 
Threatnings, or. by Qaths, or by Impriſonments, 
or Tortures enforce / men to a&t againſt their Con- 
ſciences, or to, accuſe, themielves or other Inno- 
cents, intheir diſtempers and torments. St. Agu- 

(Sine-in his City of God anveighs againlt it,as an abo- 

.minable oppreſſive Cruelty, practiſed: till then by 
-none but Heatheniſh. Tyrants ( and. afterward by 


the Beaſt who ſprung from them ); ro enforce Inno- 
t 


cents,againſtthe Laws of GOD and Natzre, un- 
. juſtly to accuſe themſelves, and thoſe whom they 
intended to deſtroy ; whereas both Diw:ne and Hu- 
mare Tuſtice direts.to other means of diſcovering 
"Truths, and vindicating of ſuſpected Petſons. The 


. Holy Ghoſt wills, that every man before he ſuffers, 


ſhould be tryed and Convicted by-the mouth of two 
ar three Witneſſes ; upon which Precept, the Law of 
our Ntzon, calted the Great Charter, is founded : 
M 2 And 
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And ( as it is exemplified in the Caſe of Achay, 
wherein the ſafety of a whole Nation was concern- 
ed and indangered by his private ſin) : no man is 
to be interrogated as touching things which may 
tend to the accuſing of himſelf,” until there be ei- 
ther an Accuſer produced, or a previous probabi- 
lity, in ſome degree, evidencing that he is guilty, 
as Achan appeared to be upon a providential diſco- 
very firſt made out, by five Lots, before it came to a 
perſonal Examination ; and even then, Joſha pro- 
ceeded not rigorouſly, or by menacings, but meek. 
ly, and by a Fatherly compellatur, ſaid untohim, 
My Soz, give, I pray thee, glory to the GOD of Iſ- 
rael, andtell me, what haſt thou dove ? Whereupon, 
he Conſcientiouſly confeſſed his Crime, In this 
temper of Spirit, it becometh all Chriſtians to 
ſearch out doubtful matters, and not by a tyran- 
- nous violence, in what hazard ſoever the Publick 
may appear, by the concealment thereof, This is 
my Judgment, whereto I will add what ſhall de- 
ſerve to be well heeded at this time (to wit ) That 
not only thoſe Confeſſions. or Accuſations which 
are extorted by threatnings or tortures ,' are no 
proofs at all of what is Confefled againſt them- 
ſelves or others ; but that all theſe Informations 
and Accuſations likewiſe, which Condemned or 
Guilty men are allured, tempted, ar bribed unto, 
by hopes or fears, promiſes of pardon, favour, or 
reward, and not conſcientiouſly declared, ought 
not to be regarded as a yalid Evidence further than 
they concur With othep Circumſtances, and unque- 
ſtionable proofs, For, they who are command or 
diſtempered, by covetouſneſs, hopes, fears, en- 
forced necalities, or long and hard qurange, will 
tor 
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-miſery, as by ſad experiments it hath been'ofcen 


(93) 
for the moſt part, ſay any thing to eſcape a, preſent 


ſeen, Even at this day-(as I am credibly informed) 
there is a man living, who being thought murdered, 
a poor innocent man was hanged lately in chains as 
principal in the fa&t, and his Mother and Brothei 
executed as Acceſlaries, upon the ſaid man's Con- 
feſſien, when: he was diſtempered to a-degree of 
diſtraRion, by hard durance, by the threatmyngs of 
the Proſecutors, and by. his own fears and frailties;; 
which were perhaps thought to be effects andevi- 
dences of his gwzltineſs, Bur,who can.help this? or 
how or When will it be better, whilſt Oaths are for- 
cibly impoſed? and whilſt they who have no conſci- 
ence are more indulged than the moſt conſcientious 
men. I would to GOD that our Publick and Pri- 
vate Peace and Safety were no more endangered by 
falſe Witneſſes, Suborners of Perjury, Trapanners, Ig- 
norant or corrupt Jurors, (and by ſome of them, who 
impoſe Oaths againſt men's Conſciences) than by 
them who make Conſcience of Swearing. 

I may ſeem perhaps to make tedious Digreſſions, 
impertinent to my firſt Deſign; but they are not ſuch, 
if well conſidered : for, I being like a Beggar who is 
never out of his way, might add much-more (colla- 
trally at leaſt). tending to my firſt purpoſe, which I 
omit, partly,becauſe it cannot now be born, & patt- 
ly, for that I am not in ſuch a capacity to exprels it, 
a$ aflures m2 it 15 part of my work at this preſent ; 
Therefore I will proceed with what I am certain {o 
to be, leſt I be prevented (as aforeſatd ) by what I 
expect may ſhortly happen to the depriving me of 
thoſe Tools and Opportunities, which I have at this 
tune and place in my fruition, And, I conceive, 
that 
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thatwhat Tpurpoſe.nexrt to-wreat of, will 'be ſo ne. 
'ceflarytoward' the performance of thoſe duties, ifor 
omotrrng' Whereof 'I have tendred the preceding 
Paralibes your conſideration, that, neither-all your 
eexperrmental knowledge of Good and: Evil, nor your 
HfricaF Baith, nor-your'Formal|Devotions, nor the 
Teſt of your- ſuppoſed Virtues or Merits will effe&t ſo 
muchas mey mike them acceptable if that be want. 
ng; ;\yregard it. is that, -without: which they will 
tbe iunſevoury -and/ fruitleſs, My 'Brethren, - it-is 
LOVE-znd/UNITY-if and with Him, who 
1s theForntain of that 'Love , yhich muſt-reconcile 
ust0 GOD- and to each other ; that, which muſt 
Ppreſerve-us in ſafety, and deſtroy our Adverſaries, 
whowill- eHe deſtroy wo our Diviſions, whoſe 
K#mty WAL ſo'divide the malrgnant City arid Kingdow 
of "Amibhriſt, that they ſhall be inſtrumental for 
"your detrveranceby their own deftrutian ;- where- 
'as they” have- hitherto prolonged our »miſeries and 
'hazarded our deftrugion;-by ſowing and cheriſhing 
the ſeeds df divion among us underhand ;- arid-un- 
der colourof reconciling you to your erue. Mother, 
ſonghr'16-bring you: by degrees back- again to-an 
'acknowiedging the Whore of Babylon to bethe Spouſe 
"of Ehyifh,and your ſpiriewal Mother : Many alſogwho 
'have notthar wicked Defign,are-ignoramly contri- 
-ving-and'proſecuting that, which may be 4 further- 
cance thereto, unleſsprevented. 'If any National at 
! Provincial Churches, may-warrantably arrogate that 
"Inf allibilty, which hath been denied to Popes or Ge- 
- neral Councils, and>which evidently appears they 
*neverhad ; then poſſibly, that whereto ſome drive, 
*mighrſcemfecazible : Bur, it is not our or their po- 
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licick endeayourings to etabliſh thar- which is cal- [ 
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led: Conformity and Uniformy(y in- external, that 


will ſettle a general Agreement in. all Religioug 
Concernmients in the wade intended ; much lefle 
accompliſh G O D's Work. Uncy wn Effextials ig 
neceſlaty,, and ought to-be proſecuted to-the uemolt, 
of our ability. Kniformy and. Confermaty, allo in, 
Crcampantials, might be expedients helyful twward. 
arr enjoyment of much outward peace, it they could, 
be atteined unto: But, if it be an Awiyim Enors, 
or ſuch. a Conformity in things accidental ar in- 
different,as is not every wey homogent to and with 
the whole Myſtical Body of Chr:f, or not adequate 
to the tiue Original Paterns, but intrenching upon 
the Chniftian Liberty in things indifferent, tempo- 
rary and titutable,as occaſion may require; it would 
make that which is harmleſs in it ſelf, to be hurtful 
by conſequences ; that which is bad, to be worle; 
and, as it may be eftabliſhed, prove a Confederacy 
ahdConſpizacy both againſt Chriſt and his Members, 
and deftrutive to Priviledges of Grace and 
Natxre, rather than a wholſom and lawful Conſt. 
tution ; eſpecially, if they who take upon them the 
contriving an Uniformity in Religious Doctines 
and Diſciplines, may be queſtionadle, as to their 
'to their Interef, or to their calling to 
ſuch a wotk, by having crept in at a back-door, or 
at a Window, for ambitious or coverous ends. If 
ſoch Edits ſhould be made and ratihed, as men ſo 
qualified are likely to contrive, I know not what 
we had then to do, ſave only to a&t and ſuffer as 
GOD and our Conſciences will dire; paticndy 
and peaceably waiting on him until he provides & 
Remedy, 
| Kuty 
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Unityis &virtue deautifying ad ſecuring;come-' 


ly, and yet aFtercible tothe Adverſaties thereof as 
an Army with Banners': But Zmiformsty, is neither' 
abſolutely a Virtue, nor ſo beautiful, nor ſo ſecu- 
ring at'all times, as Vatiety and differing Forms, 
if they be orderly unitedupon a Foundation capable 
of them -;-and not unſeaſonably or contentioufly 
affeted. He is an unskilful General who marches 
or fights always with his Army in one figure; but he 


who puts it into ſeveral ſhapes, according as place 


and occafion requires, aReth like an able Comman-. 
der; A Phalonx will beſt endure the ſhock when op- 
poſed by numerous and furiousEnemies, but Batalras 
formed into Bodies much differing from each other, 
wilrbe moſt ſerviceable at ſomerimes. Variety of 
Forms in Str»ttures render them more” beantiful, 
more conveniently uſeful;-and more honourable to 
the Founders,than thoſe which are all of one ſhape, 
as we ſee in thoſe Palaces which confitof unequal 
Piles and Turrets of differing forms, lefs and grea- 
ter, higher-and lower, round and ſquare, and of the 
ſeveral models of ArchiteRure, diſtin and-joyned, 
mixt and interwoven. The (ſweeteſt Mufickis not an - 
{nſone, but a Harmony'madeup of differing Inſtru- 
ments, Strings and Voices, The World had not been 
properly called Koſmos,but Akoſmos ; not beanniful, 
t deformed ; Nor man's body, been termed-a'little 
World, ot Beauty, if the various Creatures of the! 
one, or the Members of the other had not. conſiſted 
of Difhmilinides, divers ſhapes .and differing fa- 
culties, knit-rogether into one frame, by a decent 
Simetry ; and made ſo'ro'fympathize, that-they 
might be the more ſerviceable to their Maker and: 
td each other ; which could not have been, without 
variety 
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variety of Forms and Qyalifications. If (as St. 
Pax (aith) x Cor. 12, 18, 19, Al the, Members 
were one Member (or all alike 1n form) where were 
then the Body ? But, GOD hath made them all, as it 
pleaſed him, and many differing Members make one 
Body : Even ſo alſo in the Catholick Charch of Chrift, 
which is his Myſtical Body, there are many particu- 
lar Churches true Members thereof, which 1h ſotne 


| external and circumſtantial things differ from each 


other ; There are diverkties of Gifts, Judgments, 
Adminiſtrations and Diſpenſations ; bur all of them 
are of the ſame L ORD, by the ſame Spirit, and 
GOD is the more olorified by that vaticty * To 
the conſideration whereof, I beſeech that G O D, 
ſo to dire& and encline thoſe with whom he hath 
intruſted the adminiſtration of Civil Powers, and 
the diſpenſation of his holy Myſteries, that they ſo 


-intrench not upon the Priviledges of Chriſt's Evan- 


wen Kingdom, to eltabliſh ani outward Peace in 
their Temporal Governments and Juriſdictions by 
humane Contrivements, that, at laſt there be nei- 
ther external nor internal Peace among them. 

If all our Fudgments and Aﬀettions were the ſame, 
and all men ſo alike t 'd, that they were uni- 
verſally enclined to the fume temporal obje&s, in 
this eſtate wherein we now are, 1t Would occaſion 
more quarrels and miſchiefs, than their diſparity 
hath produced ; GOOD and EFTL could not 
have been ſ@ well known as they are; Nor had we 
been reaſonable Creatwres, but had then lived and 
aRed by inſti» only, as Birds, Beaſts,and other ir- 
rational Animals do, and there had been little or 
no uſe of Love, or of the other Vertues or Paſſions 


of the mind, to tlic age of GOD; atlealt, = 
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ſo much,as hath. been occafioned by the diverſity of 
Judginents and 'AﬀeRions managed according to 
his Word and Natural Reaſon thereby ſanRified ; 
nor indeed had we been more fitiful or more righ- 
' teous than brute Creatutes, as it will be manifeſted. 
when Love, the foundation of 'our Being and welt. 
being, hath repait'd thoſe defe&s and flaws, which 
cur Luft 111 governed, and Satan's deluſions have 
made in our w;ll and nnderſtanding, by ſeparating us 
from GOD, and from each ather, Schiſms is that 
which hath ſo multiplied our "fins aid ſorrows.” 
mean not that _ Sch:ſm, which the prophane and ſu-' 
perſtitious Enemies of Truth ( confederating with 
Antichriſt in his Myſtery of Tniguatty ) chargeth us 
withall, becauſe we ſeparate from them ; for, that 
Schiſm or Separation, denominates us to be Sams; 
the word SAI NT, in the firlt accepration, is ove 
ſeparated from the world, from the Enemies of G O I's 
Truth, from communicating With them in their. 
Errors, Impieties, and Superſtitions, atid fariti- 
fied for his Service. © That therefore, which T1 re- 
rove, is that Sch;ſmi which tnany of us have made 
in the ſeamleſs Robe of Chr;f, by a malicious ſepa- 
rating from each qther ; byſuch contentions and 
wickedneſles as proceed out of ſelf-conceit, ſelf- 
will, pride and Juſts, with a ſeeming reſpe& to in- 
different things, as eflential to G O D's Worſhip, 
or to our own Eternal Happineſs ; whereas they 
being but temporary advantages or diſadvantages, 
do incline the heart to an uncharitable cenfurſn k 
hating and perſecuting thoſe who diſſent, though it 
proceeds from weakneſs or ignbrance only, or elſe 
from their belief, that until they be anqueſtionably 
convinced in their underſtandings to the PREY: 
| they 
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they are obliged to profeſs and a according to 
their own faith and knowledge, rather than to the 
faith and knowledge of other men, of whoſe wiſ- 
dota and integrity they are not certain, whatſoever 
good we Tray. world hath of. them, or they of 
themlelves ; eſpecially when they perceive it. war- 
ranted in the Word of G OD, by ſuch clauſes as 
this; Rom.14, 23, He that doxbteth ( and acteth 
otherwiſe than be believeth he ought to do) # cor- 
demned : For, whatſoever ts not of Faith i ſin. Happy 
is he who coudemuneth not himſelf in that which hg 
allaweth, or diſalloweth, On rhe cantrary ; Unhappy 
are they, who ate ſeduced by their Authority and 
Power, who denying evident Truths in ſome caſes 
(and being unyzghteous alſo in their converſations} 
have made it juſtly dubious, that the things which 
they would infarce. on them, are not according tg 


© GOD's Will, What canſcientious perſon can 


ſuppoſe himſelf obliged to renounce his own Judg. 
ment of things which he bzligyerh have their foun- 
dation in the Divine Word, to be guided by them, 
who practiſe not in their deeds what they profeſs in 
words ? Who can.confide in them, who neither en- 
tered into theig FunRion,or the 490g Uri, by the 
door ; noraregfiſuch a converſation,being entied, 
as becomes the place they execute ; but are appa- 
xantly vicious, atnbitious, proud,  covetous and 
cruel impoſers. of heavy burdens upon their Bre- 
thren? not only.i9, things indifferent, as being ab- 
ſolutely- neceflary (yhaygh G OD hath lefrthem 
at liberty to be uſed, or not to be uſed, as occahon 
ſhould xequise) -hutinforcing ſome ſuch alſo,as aze 
evidently conjrazy, to 'G,O D's. Commands, and 


other things yyhixh ate ſo far from having been pra- 
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Riſed, or approved of by the Churcheg of Chriſt (as 
is pretended) rhat they are manifeſt appurtenances 
to the MyRery of Iniquity, or to the K ingdoyes of this 
World rather than to his Kingdom, as they are alſo 
for the moſt part who impoſe them by conltraint. 

If the heart be ſo deceitful, that it deſerves not to 
be truſted with what it is conſcientioufly perſwaded 
belongs to the furtherance of its own happineſs ; 
how can it juſtly ? or, why ſhould it be compelled 
to truſt upon what other mens conſciences perſwade 


it to believe ? ſecing he himſelf, and not another, ' 


muſt ſuffer what may thereby ſucceed, If we muſt 
dep:nd upon the faith and knowledge of other men, 
and be obliged to ſuch a Canonical obedience, as is 
impoſed upon many ; what need we trouble our 
ſelves to ſearch further than to our Pariſh Prieſt, be 
he never ſo ignorant or prophane,fince he is thought 
ſuſiciently qualified for the information of all thoſe 
who are committed to his charge, If there be not 
a degree of Reaſon, and a proportion of ſanRifying 
Light ſet up in every man, whereby he may ſee what 
he ought todo, and'in what condition he is. What 
is then meant by the biddes Mama which Chriſt 
promiſed ? or, to What uſe is the white Stone with 
# New Name thereon written, which no man knows 
' but he te whom it 1s grven 3 Vetily, mens hearts are 
more deceitful to other men than to themſelves ; 
and therefore GOD hath not lefr us to depend 
"wholly upqn other men, nor would we ſhould ſo 
hear them, as to adhere. to their Judgments and 
negle& our own ; Bur expeas thatwe,as the noble 
Bereans did, ſhould examine all Dottrines and Dif- 
ciplines by the holy Scriptures, and traſt ather men 
no further than they teach agreeably thereto : And 
GON 
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GOD having according to what was in then pro- 
phefied, ingraven ſo his Laws in the heart, thar 
we may reade them there, we are not to deſpiſe 
the kites of our own hearts, Which Solomon tells 
us are better thas many Counſellors, as doubtleſs they 
are, when grounded upon divine Precepts and Pro- 
miles, 

A time is neat at hand, wherein Orthodox Tea« 
chers will not ſo abound as Impoſtors ; and there- 
foreT skrew into this Epiſtle as much as convenient- 
ly I can, to prepare for ſuch a day, by encouraging 
men to preſerve their Conſciences from being viti- 
ated by thoſe Mowntebanks which will ariſe. Be | 
wary of ſuch, and take heed alſo, leſt that which | 
you think to be a conſcientious perſwaſion, be but 
an impreſſion of Opinions begotten by deluſions, 
or ſetled by meer cuſtom and breeding only, or by 
an over-high eſteem of their Knowledg and San&i- 
ty, by whom you have been taught, which hath 
prepoſſeſſed many with a ſuperſtitious credulity to 
theis great diſadvantage; as it hath fared with ſome, 
who having in their Childehood , heard fooliſh 
Tales of Cats OTAN or of Witches aſ- 
ſuming the ſhape of Cats, thereupon admitted and 
cheriſhed by degrees ſuch an Antipathy in them» 
ſelves againſt thoſe neceſſary Creatures, that the 
are diſtemper'd to ſwooning, when a Cat cometh 
accidentally into their preſence, and could never 
be freed from that infirmity whilſt they lived. That 
which may truly be called Conſcience, hath no ſuch 
cauſual or phanatick beginnings , nor terminates 
in ought which is diſhonourable to GOD, injuti- 
ons to our Neighbours, or harmful to the Soul of 
him who cheruhes it, though it may bring _ 
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bles-upon.the Fleſh 2. which if jt do, thoſe troubley 
being patiently and. meckly ſuſtaiped , will evi. 
dence t to be a good Conſcience rightly grounded, 
and improve the Sufferings, Which it occalioneth, 
into Conſolations ; whereas it is impoſſible, that 
an ignorant or pretended Conſcience (hould endure 
much. hardſhip or long-ſufferings, Let us there. 
fore; well examine-ard try our-Conſciences, and 
then not be afraid for any outward reſpe& whatſo, 
ever, -to- profeſs unto others ( when jult occaſions 
are offered ) that, whereof we truly make Conſci 
ence; ſeeing, by that means, if we be rightly in» 
farmed, we may help sectifie the Conſciences of 
our exring Brethren, or be an occafion of our own 
better information, if we have erred ;- in the mean 
time it will be a tryal and exerciſe likewiſe of each 
athers Meekneſs, Love, and Humilicy-; And, bg 
whoſe Conſcience thus inclines him, can never bg 
thereby damnified, qr want Conſolation, whatſo» 
ever he ſuffers, though it may have ſome errour in 
it through humane frailty, For, he that is unfeigny 
edly conſciencious of what he profefleth, becauſe 
he believes it is agrecable.to the, Will of G ON, 
( and will not therefore infringe-H,; through feat 
of any outward difadyantages,. or for the enjoying 
of any terhporary benefit ) hath ſa much of GON 
. andof his Love 1p him (as alſo of Brotherly Af- 
fedion ) that if his Fudgwent be faulty, Love will 
reRifig it at laſt ; whereas, whatſoever his Judges 
ment. be, who wants Lovz and Sincetity, or cot 
formeth to the Judgments of other men, meealy 
for external ends, 1tWill be corrupted to ys dettt- 
ment, yea, though it were an approveable Judge- 


ment. The Truth which is profeſſed, m—— 
the 
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the heatt is not inclined for its own ſake, but, 'for 
ſome carnal reſpe&s, will rarely be ſan&ified unto 
any man, without much trouble in the Fleſh, and 
ion in the Spirit, © 7 ' 
Therefore, to force ot alſure' the Conſcience by 
temporary baits from what' it fincerely profeſſeth 
Mm a peaceable deportment t6- the Cim1/ Power, is a 
oreat Cruelty and Oppreſſidn-; and whoſoever is 
evilty of that violence 6f iffihuation, is like one 
6 them, *'who, was ſaid, ts compaſs Sea dud Land 
to make Proſeljtes, ( or obedient SnbjeRs Y and did 
bur thereby take Hypocrites,artd ſecrer Traytors ; 
beget Children for the: Devil inſtead of true Be- 
hevers ; or Vaſſals for Anichriſt,rather than loyal 
Leige-men to their Governoutrs,' Wharſoever they 
pretend unto, they thereby ſeek ſomewhatfor theit 
own advantage, much more than for GOD's glory, 
the publick peace of the Nation, or the Salvation 
of private perſons. This is thy Judgment, and 
will be unn1 T ſhall be convinced to the contrary, 
and then I fhall heartily recant it, ( as I will all 
my. other private Opimons upon thoſe terms, in 
whatſoever I have Dogmatically declared, and 
offered to Confideration. ). But, 1 yer doubt not of 
what I have averred, and 4m confirmedin'my be- 
lief by what the LORD hath ſaid by his Prophet 
Iſaiah, to afl thoſe who tremble at his Word, and 
ſerve him according to their Conſcience : Towr 
Brethren ( ſaith he b hated "you, and caſt you ont 
Ing it to be for GOD's glory) for bu 
awes ſakz ; but he ſhall appear to your joy,” and they 
ſhall be aſhamed, 11a.66.5. 
Be not offended, if in ſome Particulars I ſeem 
not to be at preſent, wholly of that. i 7" 
Whic 


if it be truly approveable, In the mean time, 
by ſuch-necetilary offences, the perſons and things 
which are beſt to be approved, will be the better 
known. z' and though I difſent from ſome good-men 
in things indifferent ( or in ſuch as they think not 
indiffezent ). or though I may with-draw out of a 
conſcientious reſpect, to others, from partaki 
with ſome Profeſlors of Chriſtianity, in that whic 
I or other men conceive to be erroneous or ſcanda« 
lous; yet, an Heretick, or Schiſmatick,, propetly ſo 
called, I hope never tobe, becauſe GOD's grace 
preſerveth me from wilful averrations, and from 
infringing of Brotherly Love, Whether it be in 
Spiritual or Temporal things, I judge . in the ab- 
fra, as I think the Wordof GOD judgeth of 
them, leaving mens perſons to him, and to thoſe, 
unto whom a perſonal Judgment of them, belongs ; 
declaring my Conſcience and Belief, as I think I 
am obliged to do without perſonal reſpeRs or dif«, 
reſpects, that I might.preſerve concord, and incline 
othes men to be like-minded toward me, and to 
each other; and I conceive I therein give no juſt 
occaſion of ſcandal tomy prog or to the Ca- 
tholick, (burch, When a City is firſt Incorpora- 
ted, every man who had a Poſſeſſion therein, or 1$ 
afterward admitted to be a free Citizen, may there- 
in exerciſe the Trade and Faculties which he had, 
a$a Freeman, before there were diſtsntt Socretres, ih 
the ſame, and cannot juſtly be diſ-infranchized, 
or reputed a Tranſgreſſor , though he be none 
of thoſe new Companions, I was admitted into 
the City-of G O D before there were ( to my 


knowledge ) any gathered Churches therein, and1, 
conform 
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which you beſt —_— T- for I ſhall be ſo at laſtly,” 
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roriformaccording to my-power and underſtanding . 
to all! the poſitive Laws of that City, living peace» 
ably-in capcord with every Freterziy ; and if all, 
the difip@ Corperations therein will receive me.in- 
to their Soc:etze5, I will be obliged to be conform- 
able toevery one of them, ſo far forth- as their By- 
Lani and Orders be in my Conſcience agreeable tg 
the Uinivesſal Laws of the Ciry of G OD, and not. 
repugnant to each othes,, For, 1 am not only a 
Profeſior of Kaiverſal Humanity and Philanthrophy, 
hut alſo a Feſnrce and a Coatbolrckh Chrifhan, A Jeſute. 
of the Saciety and Oxder inftitured.by our Patzxon 
Jeſns {briſÞ ; not of that upſtart Sec, lately and 
falſly io called and invented by 1znat:4# Loyola, tor, 
the ſervice of Amicbrifk, ynder colour of that name. 
A Cathelick, alſo I am, but not a Rowen Catholick, 
(which is an abſurd term, contradictory to-it felf-) 


| nor am I of any other particular profethion, which 


may unply a repugnancy to Univerſal Truths or Du- 
ties; therefore cannor ſeparate in Love from anyy- 
glpecially, not from thaſe of any Church, who are 
In a poſi;bulity of being in (rift Jeſw, though they 
are for the preſent entangled in ſome Errors ; and I 
have as well a Charuy for. mine Enemies, as an at- 
fectionate Love for my Friends ; not only defying 
the Salvation of all thoſe who proteſs Chr:i/t,by what» 
ſoeverSect or Name diſtinguiſhed ( and of the pro- 
phane among them, reputed as Publicans and Sin- 
ners) but that Infidels alſo, Mahymetars, Fews, yea 
and Awichriſtian Chriſtians (Who are the worlt of all 
men) might. ( if G OD pleaſed) come out of the 
Malignant City by Repentance into his New Jeru- 
falew. | And foraſmuch as it is ſaid, He would that 


ell men ſbonld be ſaved; 1 would bive them compelled 
O to 
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to come in , by all manner of loving conmpellations, 
and by preaching unto them the Univetfdl: Love 
and Mercy of GOD in Chriſt Feſws, by out Exem- 
plary good lives, as well in deeds as in words. To 
this end, I have much upon my ſþ-r:t to be Expreſſed; 
but, I reſerve it to be inferred, in what T' have 
begun to meditate upon the more Excelleſt Way, 
mentioned by St. Paw, and for illuſtration of that 
Hnverſal Gofhel, which n* na in his Revelation 
informs us, an Angel flying through the midſt of Hea- 
ven, Was commiſhoned to preach : For, T have 
hitherto ſo long obſerved, and infifted upon ex> 
prefling the ingratitude of Markznd, and the pre- 
varications of the world, that I am as weary there- 
of as it is of me; . and leaving her henceforth to her 
own Wayes, without reproof, will ſpend the reſt of 
my time (if my Pen be not taken from me) ro mag- 
nifie that Eternal Love, by which: all things were 
created, and which ſhall be in G O D's time mani- 
feſted in the perfeRting of what his Wiſdom intend- 
ed before there was a vi/ible World, Mean-while 1 
will proceed with what I have now in hand. 

The General Love by me profeſſed, as is afore- 
mentioned, fo prevails with me, - that I can com- 
municate with the Members of any Chriftian Con- 
gregation ( if they will admit it) to break Bread in 
remembrance of Chriſt's Paſſiov, and 'in any othet 
pious Duties, provided the Communicants' be not 
ſcandalouſly prophane in- their lives, or- obſtinate 
Profeſſors of eAntichriſtian Principles defhuRtive to 
the eflence of Faith or humane Society ; yea, though 
there be a 516 rage defe& in ſome circuman- 
ces ; provided alſo, my Contcience checks me not 
e[£in, for being a ſtumbling-block to othex of m 

wea 


C_ 


107)! 

weak Brethren: And I do ingenuouſly confeſs,that 
in ſome particulars wherein 1: practically comply 
not with others, I could do it without offending 
mine own Conſcience, in reſpe& of the things 
themſelves ; if I be nor enjoyned to acknowledge 
that is neceſſary which I think not ſo to be ; to pro 
feſs I believe that Which I cannot believe ; or, if I 
were not conſcientiquſly fearfu, I ſhould thereby 
give encouragement to Superſtition, and be a more 
dangerous offence to the weak ones of a contrary 
Judgment, than would confit with Chriſtian Cha» 
rity, the Glory of G OD, and mine'own internal 
quier. And, whether I ſhall at any time here- 
after conform, or not conform to other mens Judg- 
ments in things controverted,in publick or private, 
I ſhall do it, or not do it, conſcientiouſly-in the 
fear of God, as my heart then inclines me (though 
it ſhall be to my excernal diſadvantage ) without 
contempt to Authority, or diſreſpe&X to any Pro- 
feihon. Nor will it much offend me, as in relation 
to my ſelf, to be compelled to ſubmit to things in- 
different ; becauſe, if that be a tranſgreſſion, the 
fault is not mine, but their crime who compel 
that to be done as neceſſary, which is left indiffe- 
rently to be dene,or not to be done, as juſt occaſion 
makes' it expedient- or inexpedient ; and when the 
doing or not doing of it, may advance the Common 
Peace, I prefer that, before my own private conve- 
niences or inconveniences ; yea, before all things, 
except the Honour of GOD only, But, take notice, 
that notwithſtanding this latitude of my Conſct- 
ence, I am ſometimes in as great traits in reſpect 
of the particulars efore-mentioned, as they wno 
have the narrowelt latitude, and (hall in ſome caſcs 
O2 more 
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more willingly ſuffer, For dothatwhich I have 4 
liberty to do : But I will ds 48 G O D oirefs me 
in every emergency ; and defire all my Readers to 
take heed, that they make neither mine, nor any 
other man's Conſcience, an abſotute Parern or Pre 
fident whereby to regulate their aftings, till they 
be convinced by betrer Arguments than Preſidents 
or Examples. Follow other men (as St. Pawl ſaid) 
as they follow Chrift, and notunther : for that lati. 
tude whick 1s vouchſafed to ſome, 1s not given to 
all, nor at all rimes to the (ame perſons in the ſame 
ales, bur variouſly diſpenſed, -and at no time ju- 
Rifiable in any; bac when 1t is grounded upon the 
Law-of G OD by Faith, and warranted by his 
holy Spirit, working in our hearts according to 
thoſe Principles. 

I again bzfeech you all in the Love of Jeſus 
Chriſt (of whatſoever Judgment you are) to reade 
without prejudicacy, what I have further to de. 
clare, tending (as 1 think) to Univerſal Concord, 
to the preyenting what may diſturb the peace of 
your private Conlciences, and conduce to that Re- 
pentance and Reformation, whereunto I would per. 
iwade, It proceeds from no Phanatick Reſolution 
taken up for mine own advantage-; norfrom a par- 
t1al reſpect or diſreipeR to any 'cilenting Parties, 
bur is that which ever fince I was 'of underſtanding 
I have judged reaſonable, and been ſo conformable 
unto in my practice, that I neither gave uſt 
Cauſe of offence to any, nor perſwaded any to be 
of my Judgment further than rheir own Conſcien- 
- ces inclined them, I much reverencing the Nati- 

oral Church of England, without defpiſing, or faCti- 
outly adhering to any Congregational Aſſemblies ; and 
| here- 
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heretofore conceived that Set-Forms of Prayer, as 
wel in publick as in ptivate, were for many reſpets 
expedient at ſometimes, for ſome:perſons, though 
not alwayes neceflary for all men, I believed ( as 
I Rill do.) that ſuch Prayers as were at ary time 
dictaced by the Spurit of G O D, were at all times 
accompanied and ſanctified by the ſame Spirit, 
when any Congregation,or perſon, having the ſame 
occahons, did with a fincere intention of the heart, 
ſpeak them unto G@D in the ſame words ; and 
that they who aflented unto thoſe wordswith fince- 
rity, oftered up a Sacrifice pleaſing unto G OD; 
though they were but formally only read by him 
who officiated as the mouth of the Congregation. 
I thought alſo, that ſuch Forms as are enjoyned, 
might be helpfull ro ſome, either to bring things 
needfull at preſent to remembrance, Which might 
elſe have been forgotten, or to afſift thoſe who had 
not the gift of vocal Prayer in publick ; or to help 
inſtruct the Ignorant in giving decent Attzibures 
to GOD in their Devonons ; or to ſtir up their 
own or: other mens hearrs in that _—_ by pre- 
venting {uch T autologres,ampertinent and undecens 
Interxettiows, ox ſuch deficrencies in words as may 
be offtenfive to their hearers,and otherwhile obſtru« 
Etive to thernfelves in the performance of that Du- 
ty. I Judged likewiſe, that the Forms of Prayer 
publickly uted in the Charch of England were pious, 
and in few particulars juſtly to be excepted againſt 
as oft:nirve, if not qagiſterially impoſed as neceſ- 
ſary for all , or formally only repeated, without a 
hearty intention ; yea, I confeſs, that I concei- 
ved the Letany ( whereat much.offence is taken ) 
to be the beſt Patern of Prayer, as 1n reſpect of the 
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Form, for a Co WG 2, Family, next to that 
which was preſcnbed by our Sevoxr ; becanſe,con- 
filing of many ſhort Petitions, Confeſſions, and De- 
precations, ( to be uſed as occaſions are offered) the 
bearers give affent to every one of them vocally at 
the end thereof; and are then, thereby kept the 
more attentive, and their minds more trom Wan- 
dering, than uſually they are in a long continued 
Prayer and for that it joyns together both the 34i- 
mſter and the People in therr Devotions. Upon theſe 
and the like conhiderations, I had a reverend efteem 
of that Forms, and of ſome other Prayers, notwith» 
Randing their Obje&ion, who ſay, the Common- 
Prajer- Book, was taken outof the Romen LMifal : 
For, though the Papyts had part of it in their 
Lytergie, to ſet a flouriſh upon their ſperſtitioms 
Novelties ( which Traſh had buried under it that 
little whereof good uſe might have been made ) 
ſo much as the Saints and Martyrs retained at 
the time. of Reformation, and which in effet 
Was a ColleQion, for the moſt part, of what was 
in the Greek, and Roman Churches before the Pa- 
pal tyranny began, was not originally Papal, but by 
degrees mixt with ſuch bhamane Inventions, as would 
not elſe perhaps, have been ſo ſoon and eafily ad- 
mitted ; and I knew not wherefore (the Rubbiſh 
being again ſepazated) but that the wholſome words 
might be as well hallowed to a pious uſe; as the 
Cenſers, wherein Incenſe had been offered up with 
range fire, by Nadab and Abihs, and be re-ſancti- 
fied by a ſincere devotion, when it is needfull. 
Therefore, 1 was, at fuſt exploding thereof, ſorry 
it was not rather purged of What ſeemed offenfve, 
than quite taken away ; and that it was not left to 
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be uſed, or not to need occaſion might re- 
quire, or as mens Conſciences thereunto inclined 
them, without compulſion : For, 1 thought the fud- 
den Ilnnevaſion, then intended, ' would be unſeaſon- 
able, and probably, as it was carried on, produce 
thoſe. or ſuch like 111 effects, as followed ſoon after; 
which ar 4c of mine, I publickly declared al- 
fo, at that time, with as little thanksfor my tabous, 
as peradventure I may have for what I now-ex- 
preſs. 

Yet, when I perceived many had made it an /def, 
as others did of things no leſs neceflary in-their 
ſeaſon than the Brazen Serpent, ( which was at firſt 
ſet up by G O D's Command) I ſubmitted to what 
his Providence produced at that time, who diſpo- 
ſeth of all things, and permitted that Formahity 


, among other,to be taken away : Yet I knew by my 


own experience, and by what hath been confeſſed 
by ſome, endowed with more excellent gifts than I 
am, that G OD, who diſtributes his Graces as it 
pleaſeth him ( partly, perhaps, to prevent ſpirt- 
tual pride, and partly,to encreaſe Love,by making 
each Member of Chriſt to need each other; or, for 
ſome other cauſe known to himſelf only, ( as when 
he withheld that fluent vocal expreſſion fromMoſer, 
which he conferred on Aaron )doth not give to eve- 
ry Servant of his that confidence in their own abili- 
ties which many have, nor ſuch ſatisfaRtian in their 
own verbofty, that they can ſpeak to him exterwpory 
in the preſence of an Auditory, though they are full 
of devout thoughts, and want not that gift of 
ternal Prayer, which makes their hlent mental De- 
votions;or broken expreſhons, acceptable unto him, 
and as eftectual as Harnabs Whiipenngs myo 
whic 
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. which El; misjudged. And indeed; where there is 


the neareſt communion in the cloſets of their hearts 
berween GOD and the ſouls of his dearly beloved 
ones, they are 'more priviledged than the greateſt 
Favourites of Earthly Princes (who make not their 
Petitions afterthe manner of other Courtiers) and 
being ſo ingratiated, that they are many times pre- 
vented in their defires by his free Grace, cannot ſet 
themſelves at ſuch a diſtance as they muſt do who 
petition in the ordinary mode ; neither can -they 
when there is need, fo effeQually pour out their 
hearts unto him in the formality of words, as by a 
ſpiritual communcation,though they uſe words other- 
while, for the ſake and example of others,who have 
not that way of addreſs, and who may elſe perad- 
venture think they pray not at all. In my own par- 
ticular, it often ſo fares with me, that when my 
heart is fulleſt both of matter and of Rrong deſires, 
to pour out all in words; I am ſo fearful to forget 
what is moſt neceflary to be ſpoken for, that I can 
fay little or nothing in words; yet have ſuch prayers 
of mine been heard and eraciouſly anſwered, If ir 
were not ſo, many poor afflicted ſouls would be in a 
fad condition ; and it may be that the declaring of 
my experience in this caſe, wilt be a means of con- 
folation ro ſome. 

My private Prayers are for the moſt part, ſuch ; 
ind when I am neceſſitated to 'be the mouth of 0+ 
thers, Then ( as many do who think it not obſer- 
ved) I heartily, not formally only, make uſe other- 
while of ſome ſormal words, bah to help light my 


Candle, and to draw out of my heart by degrees, 


that which is in ſeaſon for preſent occaſions; And 


as the ſweet ſavour of Ambergreeee (which it ps 
rally 
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rally puts not forth of it ſelf) is dtawn out by things 
added thereto which have no ſweetne(s of that kind; 
ſo otherwhile by thoſe Forms, which are in-them- 
ſelves but dead Letters, that which lies unactive 
within us is quickened ; yea, ſometimes the ope» 
rations of the Spizit may de ſtirred up by a contem- 
ptible means, even in the moſt excellent Prophets 
of GOD, as it appears by Els, who to rouſe up 
his Prophetical Spirit, called for a Fidler, and it is 
ſaid, 2 King.3. 15. That when the Minſtrel (or Fid- 
ler) played, the hand of the LO RD came wpon him, 
Nevertheleſs, I defire not that any Forms of Prayer 
ſhould be compulſarily impoſed on thoſe who need 
themnot; eſpecially, not on them who are called 
to be Teachers and Speakers on the behalf of other 
men : For, though I my ſelf have not that excel- 
lent Gift of extemporary Praying gud Speakzng, Which 
becomes him Who undertakes to ſpeak to, or for a 
Publick Afembly ; I would not have ſuch Places 
conferred on thoſe who are not able, on. all im- 
mergent occaſions, to ſpeak unto the People from 
GOD, andunto G OD for them on what they 
take charge, either in fic words of their own, or in 
ſuch of GOD's words as are ored up in memory ; 
Nor do I'think it reaſonable, that men ſo qualihed, 
ſhould have their ſpirits confined to other mens 
words ; and perhaps otherwhile to ſuch words as 
they cannot make uſe of with a ſafe conſcience, 
though they ſeem pious and plauſible unto many 
as for inſtance, when in our 7 hanksgrvings of Pray- 
ors to GOD, we mention Perſons or Attions with 
ſuch Artributes, Epetbues, or Affirmations, as We 
either doubt of, or believe to be untrue, or are 


not aſſured that they are approved of by GOD. 
P There , 
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There may be no defeR in the Form or in the Mat 
ter, to. common appearance; yet.there may be ſome 
Complements in it, Which every man's Conſcience 
cannot brook ; and to inforce the uſe of Set-Porms, 
notpreſcribed by GOD in his divine Worſhip, 


as-neceſſary, whether it. be on Minſter or People, 


look (in my underſtanding) when it is pretended to 
be for their 200d, like bidding Gueſts ro a Feaſt, and 
when they come, \to conſtrain them to eat of all 
that is ſer before 'them, even more than they need, 
and that alſo which their tomach loaths ( one mans 
meat, as our Proverb ſayes, being another mans poy- 
ſon) and-if it be refuſed, cram it down their throats, 
whether they will or not ; or elſe keep them pri- 
ſoners, and'(irip them of that which they have about 
them. I alſo allow to every man his due freedom 
in things of that nagure, that when I come to joyn 
with any in publick or private Prayets, I bring not 
with me to their diſcouragement, a cenſorious mind 
to judg uncharitably of defects in words or circum- 
ances , but endeavouring diligently to obſezye 
what is ſpoken ( be it e-xtempory or a Ghergh ) and 
whether 1t be ſpoken heartily, or curſorily onely 
( which concerns not .me, but the Speaker ) I do 
conſent to the wholſom words of him that ſpeaketh, 
in ſo much as I believe tends to the Glory of GOD 
and co our publick or private neceſſities, paſſing by 
that which I think impercinent, as if it had not 
been ſpoken ; adding alſo ſecretly in my heart, an 
amendment or ſupply, where I conceive a defe& 
ſtriving againſt my own corruptions, if any uncha« 
ritable. cenſure begins to riſe up, by exercifing my 
Faith and Humility, by which means that which had 
elſe been equivalent to a ſer-form of Prayer as to 
me, 
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me, is made my own ex:emporary devotion, though ; 


partly perſonated by another man : And by thus ex- 
ercifing the Principle of Love, I neither give juſt 
cauſe of offznce for the preſent, nor diſable my ſelf 
to take opportunities to reftifie at- another time, 
that which T thought not then approvable (in him 
that prayed. When they ih whoſe. pious duties I 
was pantaker, kneeled, I kneeled ; when they Rood 
up or fate, I did the ſame ; the like in all other in- 
different things, that 7 might not difturb their De- 
votions, Moreover, when heretofore in the Pub- 
lick Afemblies,they roſe op at the repetition of the 


Creed, | 1 was not offended at it, but pitied their-ig-, 


norance who did it ſuperſtitiouſly ; For, in the P1i- 
mitive Times, that poſture was often uſed in true 
eal, to fignihe to thoſe Infidels, and others among 
whom they lived, their voluntary afſenting to thar 
Belief : and ( as / remember) it 18 recorded, that 
the Chriſtian Sowldery in thoſe dayes, drew out their 
Swords, thereby implying that they weuld defend 
that Profeflion to the death, with hazard of their 
lives, if need were. Alſo, when the Congregation 
communicated in receiving Bread and Wine, I ſate 
or kneeled as the rett did, without irreverence m 
fitting, 'or ſuperſtition in kneeling : For Lkneeled 
not to adore the outward Elements, or the Table 
(which-1s now termed an Altar) but, to put my 
ſelf into an humble poſture of addrefling my heart 
to Jeſw Chrift' in Thankſgiving and Prayer : By 
which conformity,in ſuch indifferent things, (Which 
many ſuper(titioutly obferve, and many as ſuperſt:- 
tiouſly omic) 1 preſerved peaceablneſs in thole who 
' would bave been diſquieted, and otherwhile gunned 
thereby an opportunity to rectifie the Judgments of 
P 2 lome, 
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ſome, who make the obſervation or not obſerva- 


tion of ſuch indifferent things, to be eſſential to 
their Religion; and 7 am afraid that tco many are 
only religious in the obſerving or not obſerving 
ſuch punttilio's ; ſeparating for rrifles,and being ig- 
norantly affeed,' or uncharitably diſaffeRed, to 
the vexation of themſelves and others. 

Upon theſe and the like confiderations / hereto- 
fore conformed to the Diſcipline of the Church of 
England (knowing in my own conſcience, as Paul 
a of an Hol, that to me who made not conſcience 
of orſhipping thereof, it was not only no Mel, but 
as a meer wthing) ſo for ſuch as my conſcience 
would permit wichout-offence ro my weak Brethren; 
ſuppoſing ſuch Forms of Prayer or Diſcipline, as 
- were continued or inſtituted by the firſt Reformers, 
when they ſeparated from Babylon, were not con- 
trivements of humane Policy only, the better to 
withdraw the Peoples hearts from Remuſh Swperſt;e 
tions, but fincerely eſtabliſhed for the time. being, 
in that mode, becauſe they thought them edifying, 
or becauſe it was not in their power to perfeR their 
intention, or elſe: ( which is my Judgment) it was 
permitted ſo to be, becauſe the Providence of 
GOD would ripen that work by degrees, as 'it 
might beſt advantage his Kingdom in the time to 
come, according to his permiſhons at the wearing 
out of Fewiſh Ceremonies, And, 1 thinking it my 
duty, to make the beſt uſe 7 could in my place, of 
that Faculty which he gzve me, to render fuch ha- 
mane Conſtitutions, as I had not power to take away, 
more edifying & leſs ſuperſtitious, compoſed abour 
forty years palt, a Hymns for every obſervable day in 
the year, to prevent that ſuperſtitious obſervation, 
Where- 


(117) | 
whereby G OD was diſhonoured in thoſe dayes 
and to the like intent, conformed, as aforeſaid, in 
ſome other indifferent things then praiſed, un« 
til that Dsſcipline was interdicted ; and perhaps 
had ſo done now it is reſtored , but that / evi- 
dently perceived the Adverſaries of ſincere Refor- 
mation, (ſome of whom ſeemed to be Friends there- 
to) have laboured to enſlave us to their Judgment; 
and others, by the o/d way, to bring us back again 
to Rome, by drawing us a little nearer thereunto, 
by preſſing that upon us, wherein we ſeemed at firſt 
to be ſeparated from her ; pulling down, ſetring 
up, and adding what may advance their Deſigns 
under colour of repairing the old model of Refor- 
mation : And ever fince that Diſcovery, / have 
defiſted from that conformity, which / formerly 
thought a thing indifferent ; and as I lately ſub- 
mitted to the Providence which aboliſhed that for a 
time, whereof I thought good uſe might have been 
made, ſo [ſhall gladly now do, if it be aboliſhed for 
ever, With all the remainder of humane Inventions, 
which have been added to Divine Worſhip : For, 
though 7 have heretofore endeavoured to 1mprove 
them and ( as you may perceive by what is decla- 
red) am not ignorant: of the beſt ufe that can be 
made of then; 7 now ſee men have made ſuch 
Idols of their Diſciplines and Formalities, that they 
are as meer dead things for the moſt part among all 
Profeflors. In words they are very zealous for ob- 
ſerving the Sabbath, or Lord's day, Holy-dayes and 
other juch Ordinances, but keep them not as they 
pretend they are bound in conſcience. In hearing 
they hear not ; in praying they pray not as they 
ought to do; for their buſineſſes on thoſe dayes, 
are 
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are principally to ſee and be ſeen in their beft 
clothes, to confer of their temporal affairs ; to hear 
news out of the Pulpit, or from other places, with 
ſuch-like ; and their formal devotions are bnt fruits 
of a truſt repoſed in the work.doxe, heedleſly hudled 
up, as the Papilts do their Pater Nofters and Ave 


Maris, asif {o, or ſo many Prayers repeated, or 


ſo many Sermons or Maſſes heard, were meritorious, 
Therefore, notwithianding I yet ſee not in this my 
fleſbly being, how the Soul of Religion cap be pre- 


ſerved without ſome Form wherein it may be vi- 


fible and ative, I am nevertheleſs confidently 
perſwaded ( and perhaps may therein be a Propher 
to this Generation) that GOD who is a Spirit, and 
tobe Worſhipped in Spirit and Truth, will ere 


_ Jong deftroy all external Formalities, but ſuch as 


he himſelf hath ordained ; in regard his jealoufic 
is as much provoked by our Phanatick, Idea's, as by 
Graves [mages. In the Primuzve ( hurch, I danot 
find eithzr thoſe Forms of Prayer, nor thoſe Diſ- 
Ciplines, nor- that artificial mode of Preaching 
which 1s now.itv uſe, they came into faſhion by de- 
erees ; And I do believe, that though GO D hath 
petmitted other Diſpenſations to be and continue a 
long time, and was alſo pleaſed to make them 
ſomewhat effe&tual for preſervation of his Truth; 
yet that Simplicity of Worſhip, Preaching, aud Pray- 
my, Whereby the Goſpel was firſt planted, will be 
again received hereafter. Howſaever ic pleaſeth 
GOD to proceed, every manis obliged while ſuch 
Diſpenſations continue, to be ſo far forth conform- 
able unto them, as he conſcientiouſly believes them 
to be neceſſary or expedient for Edification ; and I 
for my part will husband them as well as I can with 
PIC» 


rrs ) 
preſervation of my obedience to GOD, and chatis 
tyto men. ; 

I reſolve neither to ſeparate from, or comply 
with any, but as their Doctrines and Diſciplines are 
contradictory or agreeable to the Word of GOD in 
my underſtanding, in obedience to him, Wit'out 
miful or facious diſobedience to the Civil. Power, 
or 2iving juſt occaſion 'of offence to the Elders or 
Members of the Church-of E»glard, or of any patr- 
ticular Congregation within theſe {lands ; but what 


41 cannot believe warranted, I cannot practiſe or 


profeſs, whatſoever penalty I incur, I conceive 
not the Church of Exgland, or any other Church, 
to be {o properly called the Mother, as the Nyrſe of 
thoſe who are in them begotten and regenerated : 
Nor was I by Covenant at my Bapr:ſm, or at any 
time fince tomy knowledge, made a Son or Mem- 
| ber of any Prelatical, National, or Congregational 
Society, | bur of the Carhelick Church only. If 1 
thought otherwiſe ( and were not conſcientiouſly 
perſwaded, that it would be uncomely ( or ſome- 
what worſe) to go back again to the door for an 
Initiation after I have been openly admitted to com- 
municate at the LOR D's Table ) I would be re- 
daptized ; therefore, I will conform to no Perſo- 
nal, National, or Congregation Judgement or 
Practiſe, further than I know it to be Catholick, 
and warranted to quadrate with neceſlary decency 
and good order, by G O D's Word and the Light 
which is.in me, (anRifying through his Grace the 
talents of Nature, How other men ought to de- 
mean-themſelves, the ſame Light in them, afliſted 
as aforeſaid, will alſo dire& ; and of their aRtings 
in thipgs controverted, there can be no other com- 
petent 


720 
petent Judge but GOD. . For, there is a 
tude by , 
perſons, in fome caſes, to. vary otherwhile from 
General Rules; as to the Children of 1ſrael, in for. 
bearing Circumciſion, whilſt they were in the Wil, 
derneſs ; to Paw/, in Circumcifing Timothy ; as als 
ſo touching ſome outward Conformunies, in reſpeR 
of the Civil Power, even in things injurious to 
their own pur y Right, according to Chnſt's ex 
ample, who paid tribute to Ceſar the uſurper of his 
Kingdom, In: great ftraits and neceflities, that 
which is net lawful may be expedient, and there- 
fore tolerated, It was unlawful for any to cat of 


ter than Sacrifice, David and his followers did cat 
thereof rather than periſh by hunger; and Reaſon of 
State excuſes not San! from being a Murderer in 
ſlaying thoſe who gave it unto them, in that neceſ 
ſity, though by the Arbitrary Laws of earthly Mo- 
narchs, it was adjudged Treaſon. Moreover, that 
Toleration which was defired by Naaman, appeais 
to me approvable ( though I was once of another 
udgment) That Aſrian Lord, being cured of his 
profie, humbly deſired, in reſpect of his nigh 
Relation to the King of Afria his Maſter, who had 
ſent him tobe cured, that God would pardon him, 
when only to do his ſervice to the King, he went 
with him to the houſe of Rimmer, if whilſt his 
, Maſter there leaned upon him , he bowed down, 
without intending any Adoration to the /de/ (which 
I conceive was implyed.) In anſwer to this re- 
queſt, the Prophet ſaid, Go in Peace ; Which if it 
* had not amounted unto a toleration -according to 
his Petition, the Prophet iv my Judgment , 


neither 


the Shewbread but the Prieſts yet, Mercy being bt, 


im vouchſafed to the Conſciences of ſome |. 
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” neither deitt faithfully flor charicably,' to ſend away 
* one'ſo likely tobe a true Profelyre, without plena« 


ry ſatisfaction and inſtruction concetninghis duty, 
I can neither excuſe thoſe who Magilterially burthen 
the People of G OD, with indifferent things as 
being neceſſary to his divine ſervice, whilſt they on 
whom they are impoſed conceive them to be ſuper- 
Kitious,'& an infrin9ment of their Chriſtian Liber- 
ty ; ior blame thoſe who ſhall humbly, peaceably, 
and orderly plead to be delivered from their ben- 
dage, and obey in ſuffering : For though they may 
Authoritarivly ſay, as the Jews did when they cru- 
cified Chriſt, We have a Law by which he ought to 
ſuffer, they may anſwer and be bold'to ſay, GOD 
and Nature have Laws by which it'6ught to be 0- 
therwiſe, The benefit of thoſe Laws Ido. modeſtly 


_ (not faRiouſly ) endeavour to vindicate, and will 
* de #5 Wary as 7 can, not to hazard Subſtances for 


Circumitances or Accidents, nor be afraid to gtori- 
fie GOD and confeſs Chr:ft, in the ſame good 
words, which are forfnally uſed by wicked or pro- 
pharie men, though 7 will not joyn with chem in 
their intentions; but knowing that Truths -ad&pious 
Words are ſometimes uſed to deceive, will fo far 
only conform-to other mens' Words and Actions 
#$ they are good in'themſelves, and as they may be 
rated to the” Truths advantage in my underſtand= 
ing:' Much leſs then will 7 make ſcruple to joy 
with Chriſtian men, in pious' Expretſions, and-in 
indifferent ARings, though there may be a Ghifter 
intention in them, unknown to me, who am iri ctia= 
=__ judge the beſt, where evil is not apparent, 
And,' becauſe 7 may pothibly thereby take occation 
ſometinity to mike that which was impertinencly” 
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or ſuperſtitiouſly intended, both a means to fruſtrate 


that1ll intention, and to improve a righteous pur 


poſe, as GOD doth, to glotifie his Juſtice and Mere 
cy by our prevarications. 

Therefore, as to advance the Glory of G O D, 
and preſerve their own internal quiet, 7 exhort all 
men to be watchful that they neither a& or omit the 
doing of any thing, but as -they are conſcientiouſly 
perſwaded, until they ſhall be convinced to the 
contrary; So, 1 defire them for preſervation of 
their outward peace, to be as wary, neither wilfully 
or factiouſly, or for finiſter ends to refuſe Confor- 


mity to. the Ordinances of men, in ſuch particu-, 


lars as come within the extent of things decent, 
orderly, and well-ſpoken of by good men, and may 
conduce to Edification in Piety, or of Civil Con- 
cernments which claſh not with Divine Conſtituti- 


ons.” Be not afraid or aſhamed to conform, if you 


have no becter ground of diſſent than your tempo- 
rary advantage or diſadvantage , or becauſe you 
have heretofore ated and profefled to the contra- 
ry, eſpecially in ſuch caſes. as may make it more 
obſtructive to the Goſpel of Chiift, and to the im- 
provement of Chriſtian Amity, than by giving 
offence to ſome Brethren ; when as many of ano- 
ther Judgment will be offended alſo, of whom you 
ought to be as conſcientiouſly tender, in which 
caſe. there will be need of much ſanRifed diſcreti- 
on." 4 likewiſe humbly beſeech all thoſe, to whom 
GOD. hath committed the managing of Civil Pow. 
ers, to be careful ( if they would have men con- 
ſcientiouſly obedient to their Civil Confiitutions 
and Commands ) that they . intrench . not: upon 
GOD's Prerogatives and politive Ordinances, 6 
tne 
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the provoking of his Yar by impoſing on his 
People unjuſt or unneceſſary burthens in Concern- 
ments Divine or Civil: or by giving thoſe power to 
domineer over the LOR D's Heritage, who pre- 
tend to be Paſtors of Chriſt's .Flocks under them, 
and may multiply, by their aſſiſtance, impertinenr 
and ſuperſtitious Traditions and Ceremonies, till 
at laſt they, leaving nothing indifferent, bring the 
moſt part of Civil Cauſes into their Ecclehattical 
Juriſdiions, and be deſtructive as well to the Su- 
pream Civil Magiſtrates, as to the Eſtates, Perſcns, 
and Conſciences of their faithful Subjzeas, by de- 
priving them of their natural and ſpiritual Rights 
and Freedoms, one by 6ne, That unneceſlary coft 
which many thouſands are, or may be enforced un- 
to, by their Viſitations, Inquifitions, Articles, 
vexatious Proſecutions in ſeveral Courts , their 
vumerous exacting Officers, and by Bribes to ſu- 
percede or take off rhe Proceſs, Cenſures, and 
Mul&s, cannot be ſum'd up ; beſides the charge of 
all theſe, and thoſe other burdenſome Impoſitions 
laid upon the People fince Amntichriſt got power ; 
Among the reſt, that one of Impoling the obſerva- 
tion of Holy Dayes ( as they call them ) above the 
ſevemh part of time (et apart by ancient Chriſtians in 
place of the Jewiſh Sabbath, amounts yearly toan 
incredible ſum, and by my calculation, to a greater 
burden than the Exciſe, and all other Taxes : For, 
it deprives the People cf above the 12th part of 
thoſe dayes, wherein GOD by the old Law ajlow- 
ed them to do what they had to do in their temporal 
Aﬀairs: And if we could caft up into one ſum, 
what the labour of every man, woman, bealt, t2em 
of horſes and oxzn probably atiſeth unto in thoſe 
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miny dayes, which are ſupeſticiouſly dedicated to 
Saints and Angels, together with the finful or vain 
; expences Which they occafion by drunkenne&, ga- 
raing, and other vanities and muſchiefs , during 
thoſe dayes, it would appear ſuch an a»vxa/ charge 
 ( beſide hindjances- in Trading, and lofles at Har. 
veſt and Seed-times ) that being added to all the 
other Impoſitions, Services and Payments, lawful- 
ly and unlawfully laid upon the Nation, it would, 
in my judgement, ſeem greater than- ever, was 
charged upon any People, who were not abſqlute 
Slaves ; nevertheleſs, that ſuperſtitious obſervation 
was not to be murmured at, if it tended ought to 
the Glory of G ON, or but to the benefit of any 
part of Mankind, except thoſe who are enemies to 
the Kingdom of Chr;/#, That, ſuch Oppreſhons 
might be prevented, and redrefſed when begun, 


GOD leftnot them, who ſhould be Kings and Go. ' 


vernors over his People at large, as the Kings of 
the Nations were, but gave them, beſide many other 
exemplary Paterns of Righteouſneſs, the Layy of 
a Fuſt Monarchy, in Dent. 17. 15, before the com- 
ing of Chriſt, and many Evangelieal Precepts ſince, 
whereby they, and their Subſtitutes under them, 
ought to be regulated. And in all times, divine 
Providence hath raiſed up ſome, as well in the 
Campe, like El/dad, and Medad, as in the Taber- 
racle, to be Remembrancers of What ought to be 
done. They have alſothoſe Minfers of the Goſpel, 
who, inſtead of thoſe Prieſts, whoſe lips were bereto- 
fore to preſerve knowledge, by whom they may, and 
ought to be aſſiſtant with their Counſel , which 


would not be in vain, if conlulted, 
But, 
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| Bp hereupon ariſech a Qyeſt:en, lately put to my 
Cc 


jence, Which may, perhaps, be-0f conceins' | 
ment at this time, if I could give a ſatisfaRtory' 
aniwer thereunto ; for which cauſe I will endea*« 
vour it {6 far forth as my Judgment extends. The: : 
ſton is, Whether they wha being called to 2: 
Spiritudl Funtiiqn, to miniſter in things relating to 
the Kingdom of Chriff, and the. divine Service of 
GOD, may intermedle in the adminiſtrations tous ; 
ching the Kingdoms of Men, orin-civil and com 
mon matters; ſeeing it ſeems to be an undertaking 
to ſerve two Maſters, which may: occahion the neg- 
le& of the one or of the other 2 I Anſwer ; it may; 
or it may nor be fo, according to the mind and fin- 
cerity of the Wndertaker, 

The State of Yemce, rarely admit any of . the 
Clergze to be of Counſel in their Civil Aﬀairs, be» * 
caule they are jealous of the Popes Intereſt | 
them; yet, I remember they had ane, by whole 
wiſdom and faithfulneſs, they were more advan- 
taged, than by any one Counſellour that ever they 
had. But, this was a rare Bird.; Rare Avis terrs, 
mgroque ſimilima Cigne, Many ſuch are not bred ar 
a time in one Nelt, The Woods yield few whue 
Ravens, and as few mhite Dawes are bred in Char. 
ches ; yet I have (een both, If he that is called 
to the Miniſtry of the Goſpe/, ſhall ambitiouſly de- 
fire wordly honours: or profits, which he farmerly 
enjoyed not ; or ſhall not willingly for-go what he 
formerly pofleſſed, when he is called to follow 
Chriſt," and finds it is, or may be his hindrance 
therein, he cannot, as 1 believe, with a good 
Conſcience, either keep that which he had, or ac- 
cept of other temporary Dignities or Profits. Bur, 
if 


(x26) 
if he be born to any temporal honour or eftate, or 


ſhall have them beſtowed on him by his Prince, who' 


may-have necd of his Service, in the adminiſtrati- 
on of Jaftice, or of other Civil Aﬀairs, without his 
own defare orſecking ; and conſcientiouſly believes 
he may thereby the better ſerve his Maſter, Chr; 
Feſms, he ought ( in my underftanding ) to keep 
whathe had, andaccept of what is tendred, rather 
than reje& it ; provided he be watchful that honors 
corrupt not his manners, nor his Riches choke the 
ſceds of Grace; andthat when he ſerves his Prince 
or Country ina temporal capacity, he leans not to 
themand forſakes his beſt Maſter, making uſe of his 
additional power, to the diſadvantage of Chriſts 
Kingdoms ; -provided alſo, that when he ſerves his 
Prince or Country in a temporal capacity, he ſo 
remembers his ſpicitual Engagement, that . he 
humble himſelf into a parity with his fellow Com- 
meſſioners, ordained by Chriſt, as meekly as if he 
had no LO additions or piiviledges more 
than they ; to totally laying them afide in the exe- 
cution' of his fpuritwal Funition, that he may not 
over-awe them in their Votes, or ſo much as ſeem 
to think them any appurtenances thereto, Where 
this Moderation 1s with fincerity preſerved ;' both 
GOD and the King, may be the better ſerved ; then 
Peoples Chriſtian and Civil Liberties be the more 
ſecured ; and both Parties be as mutually helpful, 
as one hand in waſhing the -other. This, I con- 
_ ceive, is as lawful, and as agreeable to the will of 
GOD and a good Conſcience ( with the proviſoes 
afore-mentioned ) for preſervance of the Civil 
politick Body, and of peace in the Church, as it 
was for Fehojeda, the High Prieſt, to intermedle, 
toge- 
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together with his Prieſly Office, in - the adminiſtra» 
tion of the C:2ul Governmem,for preſervation of the 
King and Kingdom -of Judah ; or, ag it was for 
Paxl,and other Diſciples, who officiated in preach- 
ing the Goſpel, to exerciſe their Mechanick Trades 
for the ſubſiſtance of their þodies, Which was leſs 
conſiderable than the weſt>being of the Saznts in 
their; bodily cancernments. As there be no worſe 
Counſellours than Prieſts, if they be corrupt and 
wicked ; ſo, there be none better, if they be pru« 
dent and -fincere ; and therefore 1 grudge them not 
a double honoxr, who are approved fuch, Bur, when 
the moſt ambitious, and the moſt covetous felf- 
ſeekers of a Formal Minſtry,ſhall be only,or chiefly 
conſulted withal, who endeavour the yon 
of their own Ecclehiaſtical Conſtitutions, or Pops| 
Canons, ſhall be joyned to a Civil Government by 
"their own procurement, or by other indirect means, 
with q_ who for the moſt part, wholly intend 
alto the ſettlement of their Polztick ends ; there can 
be nothing expected but an utter overthrow of all 
the Foundations of Righteows Government both in 
Church and Commonwealth. This is my Judgment; 
which, if it may tend to produce as good effects as 
are by me intended in declaring it, would rejoyce 
my heart, though I were ſure to die for it when it 
is publiſhed, 

This Paragraph (lipt in by Way of Parentheſis, 
whilſt I was proſecuting what 1 had to declate 
touching What is intended to be forcibly impoſed 
upon conſcientious men-;z upon which Thrawe 1 
could alledge many things, both for and againſt 
what is affected and diſliked, more than either of 
the diſſenting Parties bave (that I yet know of) ſaid 
for 


rat what may be-on borh fides objeXed, I my bb 
heard with the leſs prejudice oft both fides, in thik 
which'I rationally and conſcientiouſly declare; whs 
conceive the Controverſies between them both at 
this rime, 'ro-be' more myRenous and ridiculous, 
than heretofore the Conteſt Way between the Greeb 
and Romer Charchts concernins the Feſtival of 
Eifter. Theſe ate onely my Cavears and Hints”; 
wherein the manifold Confufions, both in matters 
Divine and Civil by me obſerved, arid the multi- 
plicity of tny Mufings thereupon, make my*Expre(- 
fions alſo to-be'confuſed ; yer peradveniitre they 
tay Rartle ſoftie into a more ſerions confideration 
of them hereafter, if they do no more. - In the mean 
fie, G OD's Word, Chriſtian Pruderice;* and 


your ory Conſciences; muff be your Guides ; to 


which I refer every mari, hoping it will be better 
weighed tharr it hath been ; and that they will take 
Heed onal fades, tht rheir Conſciences be nor de- 
luded, feigned;-inftinged; -pallizted' of byaſſed to 
the right hafid' or tothe lefr, bur” a$-they ſhaſl be 
Jeaſomably conviriced : For;we are likely to'be in 2 
Srear Rrait ef&long, which will try who hath Faith 
and Conſtancy , who ate thilyconſcreftious of hy- 
pocrites ; Where injuſtice = opprefſiony' eb6iind, 
there can be no true Love ; where Zuve is'nor; there 
can be no Reperitarice or Peary; and where theſe are 
not found, Confuſion, Deſpair'and'Defttuttion will 
take place. Not'the — of our Condition, 
nor our pretending things'which are not ; not out” 


diſcountenancing of Truth, ard cbuntenancimg of” , 


Lies and falſe Rumours, and fiQitions Prophecies, 
| OY whethes 
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for themſelves ; yet had not ſtid fo much, bir that -F | 
ir thereby appexring I am neither partial not ig: F, 
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'F xefts; wx of the Civil Governmens, os of. G O D, 


© will avail us. for good, bur be of evil conſequence ? 
To ſuch wicked Vanities, 1 find very many aver- 
prone at this time, and well-pleaſed wih-publica» 
tion of that, Which they believe to be faiſe and er» 
roneous, ſo it may advantage that whereunts they 
ave enclined.... And for preventien of - What 'theſe 
and fuch bke.prevaricatians may effeR, -my Cons 
ſcience compels me to inhit fo much on the fore 
going particulars, and on thoſe interjettrams which 
«8 occaſionally and. ſuddenly: caſt 'inth my heart, 
chat probably I ſhall be blamed&\for tranſgrefling in 
Tawrologies,, Pleomaſmes and defect of Merbed, and 
may alio bring upon my ſelf an increaſe of troubles 
in the fleſh, by ſo plainly exptefling what / am; and 
what comes into my mind, rather than omit what I 


* $* think neceflary, or not cleariyexpreſſed that which 


I ſuppoſe fit to be offered to conſideration at this 
Critical time : Yea, and ſome tell me,. to whom I 
have communicated theſe Papers, that it will make 
many of thoſe to fall from me, by whofe Chatity 
I have been hitherto relieved in my preſent neceſh- 
ties. Burt, Non nobus nat: ſums, We are not born 
for out ſelves only ; and if 1 ſuffer hereby, I ſhall 
be well contented with G O D's Pleaſute therein ; 
who,though his Promiſes da ofcen ſeem to claſh,and 
run croſs to his Providences a long time, ( for the 
probation of our Faith and Conflancy ) will make 
them to meet at laſt in the .complearing of that 
which wilt be -moſt for his Glory, and the true 
happineſs of all who depend upon his Word. 

Such a wicked ſpirit of Djvifion, Vengeance and 


 Po#ſecmion is ative, to thei intolerable oppreſſion 
; | R who 


| (x30 
who ſerve G OD according to their Conſciences ; 
and ſuch a defe& both of Chriſtian Love and Ha 
wmanity,' even among thoſe who profeſs the ſame 
Jeſms, and of ſome who are Paſtors of his Flocks, 
that they make ir a Principle of their Afociationg 
and a$ it were eflential to their Fanttion, to endeas 
vour by any means whatſoever (whereby they incur 
not the penalty of humane Laws ). to. ſuppreſs all 
thoſe by violence,yho are not conformable to them 
in Doltrine and Diſcipline, even to the maintaining 
in praRtice ( though they openly profeſs it not in 
words) of this Maxime of the Paps/fs, That Farh & 
not to be kept with Hereticks ; anddotheir urmoſt to 
provoke the Civil Magiſtrate to draw the Temporal 
Sword againft them, and thruſt them. into the Fire ; 
whereas the Apoſile Pawl adviſeth, that ſuch as are 
obltinatly incortigible in things juſtly reprovable, 


ſhould only be cut off from the Congregation of © | 


Saints by the' Spiritual Sword, and as it were pull'd 
our of the Fire by the holy violence of a loving 
Zeal, that if poſſible they may repent and be ſav 
both in Soul and Body : yec many, againſt whom 
their hot-ſpirited Brethren are ſo violent, as being 
ſetters up of New Lights, do ſer up no ather Lights 
than ſuch as were ſet up in the ſeven Golden Candle- 
flicks in the ſeven Churches of eAſia, when they 
were at pureſt ; and not fuch Candles without Light, 
or lighted at noon-day,as are ſet up in many places, 
Some have much wondred what inclined. them to 
that uſeleſs praQice ; and to inform them, I will 
declare, What I conceive to be the reaſon thereof ; 
They have ſome Jugling part to play, which they 
would not have the common people diſcover : For, 
you ſeldom ſee Pmuppet-Playes, and ſuch ns 
0n- 
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AREA 5, bur by Candle-light, the 
berrer to obſcure their ſecret Conveyances. Their 
common plea of Ant:quity for their old Lights, is 
fallacious : Error may plead itin many caſes as well 
as Truth, though Truth derives a pedigree far more 
antient than our modern or moſt antique Superſti- 
tions, Which are not ſo antient as Heathemſh 1do- 
tatries from whence they ſprung. Nay, many of 
them are meer Novelries ; and therefore all right- 
principled men, who are perſecuted for their Nox- 
conformity, adhete in their belief and practice to 
the writren Word only, according to- their under- 
| Randing thereof ( when they have diſcharged their 
Conſciences ) in profeſſing; their Faith ro FG O D 
and their Conſciences, in which he hath his Tribu- 
nal : For, hoping, that they who diflent'from-them 
in Judgment, profeſs that which they ſeem to be. 
© lieve, to no ſelf-end, but only, becauſe in their 
underſtanding it accords with the revealed Will of 
GOD, they dare nor intermeddle ro judge-be- 
wween G OD and them, nor be the leſs afteio- 
nate unto their perſons, though they are.-in ſome 
points deluded for the preſent, This temper of 
ſpirit I have endeavoured to cheriſh'in my 1eclf to- 
ward all thoſe who diſſent from me in Judgment ; 
and that we may be one in Love, preſerve a Chii- 
ſtian Fellowſhip with the Members of every Con- 
oregation profeſſing Faith in Chr:f, who are not 
ſcandalous in their lives, or malitiouſly will in 
thoſe dividing Principles which are deſtructive to 
Piety or Hamanity, In requital whereof I have had 
large teſtimonies of the like affeion to me from 
ſome of every Chriſtian Society, by their late ſeaſor- 
able Charity : yea, ſuch a confiderable number of 
R 2 perſons 
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perſons 4t this time in this Natien,; differing froti 
me and from each other in Judgment, have ſeemed 
ſo to cgnter'in the Principle of Love, by their affeRti» 
onare, as'welſ'as charitable reſpect to:my Perſon, 
ever fmce 1 was deprived of my Eftate and Libers 
ty ; that,: conſidering my unworthineſs ( that the 
tenth part of them were not formerly of my Ac- 
quaintance - and. the multitude of ether necef{1s 
rated perſons,who are more nearly tothem related) 
I do much mind te, ' with much thankfulneſs to 
G OD and them, and more rejoyce in it for their 
ſfakes' than for mine own;. becauſe, I hope it is a 
Symotom that thig /ireze will more encreaſe, to 
the Glory-of GO D:andtheir Conſolation, by our 
Afiictions and Perſecutions , than it did by ous 
temporal Profperity and carnal Peace. Nat long | 
fince (as 1 publickly declared in a Poexs tending to 
the proſecution of rhiswork ) I thought 1 ſhould © F* 
have been as lonely as E!;as chought himſelf but | 
GOD hath made it ;appear,” that he hath many | 
Servants in this Nation: And my defirexo render | 
this precious 'Oyrtwent of Love more diffutive as | 

( 
, 


—— 


mong meny hath made me ſo copious in words, 
and ſeeming D:grefſiove-upon this ſubjeRt z where. 
in, 'as Paul faid of 'him(ſelf, 2 Cor. 15. 13. hes 
ther I "ang beſide wy” ſelf, twef GOD, or whes 
ther ] am therein ſober, . it is for your cauſe. And 
as the ſame-Apoſtle ſaich, x Cor. 9. x9. Though # , 
be free 'from'all men, I have made my ſelf a ſervant 
xnto all, that I might gain ſome of ' all Judgments ; 
* denying or allowing to my ſelf. thoſe: things that 
l 

( 
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ar lawful, ſo far forth as they are expedient for the 
edification- of others, and no:further. Let us all 
endeavout the ſame thing ; and, if we deſire Peace 
with 
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mredinom to has. Repentance- and Reformation 
which is expeSted, by conkderiog that the Wiſeſ 
among men, know but 1» pars, (by -labputing.} to 
imitare Chriſt, in bis Life, Meekneſs, Love, Pas 
tience, Farbeatance, Leng-ſuffering and Huguli- 
ty, as well as by making a verbal profeſſion of his 


* Doctrines) and by _ with mildneſs to re» 


claim thoſe. wha. erre in Judgment or Manners; 
nat perſecuting, tearing and deſtjoying them; for 
failings which they ſee pot in themſelves, which 
they would hate if they ſaw them, and for which 
we ought rather to commiſerate, than affli&. and 
oppreſs them. They were D»ſcip/es, who were .ſo 
zealous; that they: would have. Fire called: down 
from Heaven; but, their Maſter Chrift, reproving 
them, ſaid, that they krew.'nat of whet ſpirit they 


* were. Judg« your ſelves,not others ; but, as Paul 


adviſeth,” forhear to' judge them » reſpett of Meats 
« Drinks,” or of an Holy-day, or of the New-Moon, 
ar of the Sabbath ; which mere & (hadow of things ta 
came, whoſe Rady s Chriſt; » Nor let any (as he 
counſelleth in another place) begwile you of your 
reward, by 4 voluntary bumility, and worſhppuog of 
Angels, &c. Philip. 2. Nor by any of thole Ordi« 
zances of men, : Which,as I ſaid before, [pow with 
in the extent and meaning, of Tewch net, tafte 
not, bandle not, og the like; but put on, 4 the haly 
eletied of G OD, bowels of Compeſſion, Methneſs, 
Hambleneſs of mind, Long-ſufferivg; and abeve all 
other, Charity, which is the bond of Perfettion : and 
let your Converſation be ſuch as becomes the Goſpel of 
Chrift, And, as that Apoſile adviſed, Phil: 4.8, 
that ſoever things arg true, mbatſerver # honeſt, juſt, 
pure, 


men ) and whatſoever is neceflary to preſerve 
"6; Co Peace, and Brotherly i 3 the 
fear of GOD, and in obedience to his Truth, 
think, on theſe things, to do them : For, you are 
thereto obliged ; and whilſt you do ſo, ye ſhall nei- 
ther fear, nor need tq be afraid of your Adverſaries, 
er of what is feared theſe later times will produce; 
becauſe, that fearleſneſs will be an evident token of 
Perdition to them, and of Salvation to you in G OD, 
on whom you have confidence, that, he who hath begun 
- jy work, 1z'you will perfett it, until the day of Feſwa 
Cbr:ſ. 
Mercy and Love to others will: incline GOD to 
be merciful to our fins, - whereas by defe&t of Love 
and Mercy in us toward others, we ſhall be liable 
to Judgment without Mercy, by a ſelf-condemna- 


tion. They, who think todo G OD acceptable ' 


ſervice, or to have a happy accompliſhment of their 
own ends, by perſecuting choſe who ſerve GOD 
according to their Conſcience and underſtanding, 
do but kick, againft the pricks, as Paul did when he 
was Saul, a pzrſecuter ; and ſtumble upon a Stone 
of offence, upon which they will be broken into 
pieces, if their hearts be not changed, as Pax/'s 
was.” Alſg,. when they expe&t GOD ſhould for- 
give them their Treſpaſles -againſt him, they will 
fail of their hope : For, how can they perform the 
condition of their Pardon, by forgiving thoſe who 
Treſpaſs againſt them, when they proſecute a Bro- 
ther for thoſe offences which he commits not a- 
gainſt them, bur, in their opinion, againk another, 
who, for ought they know, is rather well pleaſed, 
than offended at what they judge an offence. _ 
kin 
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| againſt our Brethren, will bring vs 
within the compeſs of thoſe horrible Maleditions, 


[ which are oy againſt (uch 


perfecutors inthe 10g Pſalms ; and therefore let us 
take heed of it. - Tyrannizing over the Conſcience 
is a fin, which I do not find'the Jews to have been 
charged withaluntil the coming of Chriſt, and when 
their general Deſolation appreached ; nor that the 
Gentiles were often guilty thereof, until the Worlds 
Grand Monarchs uſurped an Atbitzary Soveraignty 
over the reſt. of Mankind, and would be reputed 
- nor then, until Nebwchadnaczer's time ; 
nor among Chr;ſtrans, until Prelacy ( which ſprung 
from Heathemſm) brought itinto practice, to ſettle 
their —_ with their por agen: of _ 
$ Pontifical Dipnities Which they foundin 

tl Few, and - have nlewed by Oppreſio and 
e firſt Beaſt, 
mentioned 1n the Revelation, was transferred to the 
ſecond : And they are ſuch (weet Morſels to fleſh and 
blood, that the Belt Reformed Churches ( as they Call 
themſelves ) are loth to let go the Rags and/Re- 
liques which ſome of them at firſt had, and dd yet 
recain of thoſe Carnal Dignities and Pergquiſttes ; 
but preſerve as much of them as they can in ſpecre, 
or, in d-[gwized Forms, perſccuting, more or leſs, to 
uphold their Diaxa; which is a fin (0 deftrutive to 
that Peace, —— and Reformation whereto 
T' would pcriwade, chart (judging unchatitably of 


no particular Perion, Congregauon, or National 
Church, though I conceive ot their defects and 
fins, as I beheve the Woaid of & OD judges of 
them ) I will proceed one Rep further, to pine 
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mental for abvarce of their prr fond Power, Eflates, ot 
Prefernenits, Temporal or Spiritual; by _—_— 
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4 þ ongh 1n als of Divialty and Fhamgs, 
'F nity, #» ibezy Prudence, Manners, and z» ab aber 
| refers they are 4s capable of that Truſt, as other men. 
ſuch, whatſoever ſhew they makes of | Chriſtian 
Piety, or true Morality , ave ( in my Judgment, 
| woh.ed carry not the Mark of the Beaſt 5 ther 
For ads) in adegree, mare of leſs, for the time be= 
ing, Confederates with Antichriſt, and Members 
that Divided Kingdom, and Malignant City, whiob: 
wwſt be deſtrozed, and help deſtroy it ſelf, ſo far forth 
« the Temporal Sword, meer humane Powers and. 


Policies, will be uſeful to that To The Wark of 
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the Saints conſiſting only in their (, onſtancy, Patience, 
Love, and in the exerciſe of ſuch-like Spiritual Wea- 
pons ; eſpecially 1n the ſincere Love of G OD, and of 
each other, grounded on bus Eternal Love to Mankind 
mn bis Son, King Jeſus ;, which Love —— 


When thus much was Printed, a part of the Co 
was loſt at the Printing-houſe., which could not 
on without ſending privately that which.was 
left to the Author, in whoſe handy both this Swpple- 
ment, and the reſt of the Copy, was din his 
Chamber. The Providence of GOD muſt be ſub. 
mitred unto, and we doubt not but the Remainder 
will ſhortly come to our hands, either from a Copy 
which is ſaid to be ſent into Holand, or by another 
which is in a Friends hand that will keep it ſafe. 
And perhaps, when they in Authority have peruſed 
what 1s ſeized, and ſee my innocent 2 Piece _ 
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and how much ittendeh oe Glory 3o? 
. the Honour of the King, andthe Settlemently this | 
. Common Peace, 1t mill be rerurned back te Yhe" | 
eAuthor, that it may be made publick-; this is he# 
hope of good men wha have ſeenir;; unleſs for our. 
many fins. G O D: ſhall / juſtly deprive vs of that * 
means, Which he graciouſly intended to biing to the 
knowledge of the King .and People, 'thoſe thingy 
which are-pertinent to-their joynt Conſideration at 
this time, or prevention of his further Wrath, nd 
the Judgments deſerved, © That which is wanting, 
amounts to about ſeven. or eight Pages ; and con- 
raineth Particulars of much concernment, not 
rioned in the Title-z Among which, that corficers | 
abte Myttery of the R&gn and Kingdom of Chrift wpon 
Earth 5 and what'is to be believed thereof) is 
. Rated," ſo far forth'as Man is capable of it in this 
fleſhlybeing ; ſo that -none who are principled a- * 
right therein, will or can, with a gogd Conſcience, 
think that the Weapons or Militia of that Kinsdom 
are carnal,” or that the Kingdoms of the Earth and 
Antichiiſt, are to be deſtroyed by any ſuch Inſtru- 
' ments inthe hands of the Saints ; which being well 
Confidered, would have been advantagious to pre- 
ſerve'the Common Peace. So Faremel, 


